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firft fcemed to her ftifF and aukwan 
and lookqd, as if not made for his cloaths 
and the latter, weak, roniantic, and bon 
bafl: : — in fine, he was akogether fuc 
as fhe could not think of living with i 
a hufband, though the rank and figui 
ihe was told he held in the world, mac 
her willing, to receive him as a lover. - 
In fine, though ihe coulcf not confent i 
facVifice herfelf to hi^ quality, Ihc took 
pride to facrifice his quality to her v; 
nity. 

No overtures of marriage having be( 

made to her fince mr. Munden began h 

courtfhip, and rfiat gentleman growin; 

as fhe fancied at leaft, a little too pr 

fuming, on finding himfelf the only love 

Ihe' was not a little pleafed at the oppo 

Cunity of giving him a rivals whofe qu 

lity might bver-awe his hopes. — |n t\ 

idea, fhe was far from repenting her b 

haviour towards hifh'the n^Kt Bifon 

but hdW little foever (he regarded wh 

mortification flic gave thei men, flie 2 

"Ways took cai;e to treat her own fex wi 

ji great deal of p6litenefs 5 and refleftin 

that file had been guilty of an omiflio 

' Sn not feh<firig her fervant ta eaccufe h€ 

; * |elf to the ladies, who expefted her, we 

herfelf in the -morning to make h€ir 6^ 

apology. 



Mifs ^Tsr Thoughtlibss. j 

Iti the mean time, mr. Munden, who 

it i» certain was very much out of hu-. 

thour, and impatient to let her know fomc 

part of the fentiments her meflage had 

iirfpired him with, came to make her a 

morning vifit, having fome bufinefs, 

which he knew would detain him from 

waiting on her in the aftei-noon. — On 

finding Ihe was abroad, ' he defire^ . t|xc 

maid to favour him with her lady*i^'ftaTii' 

difti, which fhe accordingly bringing to 

him, he fat down, and without taking 

much confideration, wrote the following 

letter, and left for her on the table. 

To m;}fs Betsy Thoughtless. 

♦ Madam, 

* A^Midft the enchanting encouragemeijt, 
c ^X* ^j^j^ which you have been plea^d 



* tO' adnfttt my fer vices, I could npt. 




Ih tiucftion, be altogether vqid 
hbp^i' that you intended to afford 
^^"^itin ^^^tic; day, a recon^pen'ce jnote 
'^*^m^t than a bare acceptance, 

-»^^4^tidg(t then of my lurpri^,. ^at^ 
^fe|tilfe I met with at mrs. Pii|b^ly*s ' 
^^^^w- ~ I could not think it any bmach 
"the refpeft I owe you, to call on you 

B 2 > X 
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** at the houfe of your m^ntua-maker ; 

* — • I could not imagine it poflible for 

* ydy to have any engagements at fucjh 

* a place, capable of preventing . you 

* frpm k^eging. thofe, . tliat you .had 

* made wit;K perfpns for whom you 

* profefs an* efteem': — on tlie con- 

* trary, *I rather expeded you Vould 

* have permitted me. to cqnducft ypu^ 
^thence, with the fame j^^ 

* have done from moft of ffnc. other ;nla<?es 

* where ycu have beeu? jTmcel firft'fi^d 
^ the honour of being acquainted with 
^ you.' 

* I know very well, that it iis the duty 

* of every lover to fubxmt, in all things, 

* to the pleafurc of the beautifurobjeft, 

* whofe chains he wears ; — yet> ijaadam, 

* as you have hitherto made mine >eafy, 

* you muft pardon me, when I fays, this 

* fudden tranfition from gentleneiij to 

* cruelty, appears, to me to con^n^ a 

* myftery, which, thpugh; I dreacJ, 1 am 

5 diftrafted for the explaha^ion 6f» / , 

^ Some bufinefs of jgreat moment pre- 

* vents my waiting on you this after- 
< noon, but Ihall attend your commands 
^ to-morrow at the ufuaLhpur, whea I 
f ftilt flatter myCelf, you wUl relieve^ the 

• anxieties. 



« 



ahiscieti^i ttR4jtf jnit ^ti end to the fuf- 
pence of him, who b, /^' 

' With the grcateft fincerity pf heart, 

^ ' ' * Madam, • 

' Your mod hijmbje, . , 

*^ Andmofl: faithfully devoted fcrvant, . 

' ^ G. MUNDEN.*' 



i.'.l'^ 



'.Mife. Bctfy, €t her return home, found 
alfo andlier biUet-direded for her, which ' 
they told h^r, had been brought by a 
fervant belonging to fir Frederick Fineer 5 
-r- ihe gave chat from mr. Munden, how- 
ever, die-preference of reading ftrft, not 
indeed throi^h choice^ but chance, that 
ha|>poni]|^ .to be firft put it^to her hands. 
-^ As fbon as^ &e had looked it over, Ihc 
lau^ied, and faid to herfelf, ^ The poor 

* -maa is jealous already, though he knows 

* noiji&i whom, or why •, — what will be- ' 
V'conv^ ^crf him when he fball be con- 

* vinced? -*-I -fuppofe he was fure of 

* bdving me, and 'tis- high time to mor- 
*tify his vanity.* 



f-'* 1 



X'Sbe then proceeded to fir Frederick^d 

in which fhc J found herfelf mo»e 

i/ii^M ' deify 'd 



?*■ # 



*.*-.. 






6 rbe HISTORY 2/: 

deify'd than ever (he had bcen^ by dMh^t 
lovers put together. 

To the nonpareil of her fex, the incom- 
parable mifs Bjstsy Thouhtljess. 

* Divine Qburmer^ 



'THOUGH I defigned myfelf the 
inf xpreffible pkafiire of killing 
your fair hands this evening, I could 
not exift till then, without telling you 
how much I adore you : —^ yoii ai^ the 
cmprefs of my heart, —the goddefs of* 
my foul ; — ^ the one loves you with die 
moft loyal and obedient paffion, — • the 
other regards you as the folc movcFj^ 
and dired:or of all its motions.-^ I can-- 
not live without you, — - it is you alone 
can make mc bleft, or n^ferabte. ^*— O 
then pronounce my doom, and. keep 
me not fitfpended between heaven and 
hell — Words cannot defcribe the ar- 
dency of my flame ; — it is actions ' 
cnly that can do it.— I lay myfelf, and* 
all that I am worth, an humble offer- 
ing at your feet. — Accept it, I be- 
feech you, but accept it foon ^ for I* 
confume away, in the fire of my im- 
patient wi flies, and, in a very fliort 
time, there will be nothing left for 

' youa 



Mifs BfiTisv Thoijghtless. 7 

'you, but the flmdow of the man, who 

* is, 

* With the moft pure devotion, 
• Madam, 
« Your beauty's (Jave, 
• And everlafting adorer, 

* F. FiNEER.' 

— % 

* Good Uck,' cried mifs Betfy, ' he 
/ is in a great hafte too, but 1 fancy he 
*; muft wait a while^ as many of better 
V-feofehave done^ — Wliat a romantic jar- 
*,go,n is , h^rc; ? --^ One would think he 

* had' been confui ting all theballaisfncc 
^ ^fair RpfaxTipndi and the children in i he . 

* .wood, for fine phrafes to melt mc inio 
*.pity/ 

. i' ' 

She wondered j^. a$ indeed ihe had good 
re^on, that a man of his birth, and who 
it JP1U0: he fuppofed had an education 
fuitable to it, flipuld exprefs himfelf in 
fiftdi odd terms ; but then ihe was terfiptr 
ed to imagine, that it was only his over 
c^re to pleale her, had made hin^ ftretch 
Us wit beyond its natural extent, and 
that if he had loved her lefs,> he would . 
hiaye been able to have told her fo in a 
H^h better ftile. -^ Poflefled with this 
§/^% -<— ' What a ridiculous thing t^is 
^k^t is ! ' faid fhe : ^ What extrava- 
!^5 .^ B4 >gancics' 
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* gancies does it ' foime times make men 

* guilty of! — yet one never fees this 

* madnefs in them af tier they becomte hus-? 

* bands ; — if I were to marry fir Fre- 

* derick, I do not doubp but he woqld 
' foon recover his fenfes/ , 

How doe^ a mind, unbroke with carea 
and difappointmepts, entirely free from 
paffion, and perfectly at peace with itfelf, 
and with the world, improve, and dwell 
on ev^ry thing, that afibrds the leaft mat- 
ter for its entertainment ? — This gay 
young lady found as much diverfion in * 
anticipating the innocent pranks iBie im- 
tended to play with th6 authors of thefe ' 
two letters, as an infant does in firft play- 
ing with a new baby, and afterwards 
plucking it to pieces.; fo true is the ob* 
lervation of the poet; that 

* AH are but children of a larger growth/ 

But this fprightlinefs of humour in mifs 
X Betfy, foon received a fad. and fucjden in- 
terruptioaa : — having fent, as Ihe con- 
ftantly did every ' day, to enquire after 
the health of mr. Goodman, her fervant 
returned with an accot^nt, that he had 
eJcpired that morning. — Though this * 
was an event, which fhe, and all who-* 
knew hitDy had expeded for fome time. 



Afi/J BeTsV THOtrCHTLESS* 9 

yet could (he not be told of the death of 
a^gentleman, under, whofe care and pro- . 
te^oik ifae fo long had been, and who 
had behaved^ I io . all refpedts, fo like. a. 
parent towards her, without being very 
deeply afFefted with the news : - — Ihe was. 
then at dinner, but threw down her knife 
and fork^ rofe from the table, dnd retired 
tp liir : chamber and ; wept bitterly ; -r- the 
more viofentemotibn;^ faif grief wore Jbo& 
aflwaged, but her melandaoily and dejec* 
tion of fpirits continued much longer^ 
and while it. did. fo^ ihe had the powef> 
of making the mpit juilirefle&iohs on the 
vaint{>wfui(s,^it^i£bedng-{)real}lresv and 
atli3 thei.ncnfe i jand .Jhucry of thei gidd]^ 

world Love, and alithe impcrtiaeiaciei 

which bear that name, now appeared on- 
ly-wdrthy her 'Contenopt; and rccolledting, . 
that (ir- Fredaick had mentioned vifiting 
her jrfist even^g, Ihe font a fervant im-» 
mediately, to liirsi iModely's^ defiring hcf 
toacqtiaintitliatigen|kehian,, that .file had 
'jia& iiofl: ai very * dearTriend, tod was. iri 
io6 niucb aiSidlion to admit of any com- 
pany^ o 

r 

b ;ilEfifts bbeing t) the day,^ < ^ on ; whidi mn 

Francis Thoughtlefs was ex{le(Si:ed to ha 

^JA ix)ndon, this afFeftionate fifter per- 

liytl^'m^j J3ylhisiafti letter to her, thatvhis 

jfut^ pi» 1 00^ perfflcfcly . cft^UftvfiAy ?^')i 

B 5 N^^^^^^-'fi 
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Under a very great rancern^ Idl her^ 
fhould b© put to Ibme incoavenience bjr. 
mr. Goodman's deaths for a proper iodg^- 
i»g on his firft arrival; but flie fooai 
found her tender fears^ oa this oocafion^ 
altogether groundlefs. , ; 

Thofe objedioiis^ \^ch had hkideredj 
mr. Thomas Thoughtlefs from taking 
her into his family^ had not the fame, 
weight in relation to mr. Francis^ i;^oie 
fex fet him above medling with thofe 
domeftic concerns, the co;nmand of which 
he had givea to another^ and his^ceputa- 
tion would fuiFer nothing by being under 
the .roof with the nereis of his brother's 
tnj^ous incU^^ions< > 

He went to the ina w^bere he kne^t 
ihe L- - ^^^ ""» " e- llage put up,-— wcK 
corned mr. Francis with c^n arms,, as, 
feoa a$ he alighted from the^ coacli, and 
gave him all the dttXkonibatiDns of. bro-* 
iherly aflfefticm,, that the place they 
were in would admit of ; then €ondu<5ted 
him to Jhis houfe,. and infifted that he 
giQuld not think of any^ other home, tili 
^ was. better provided: for, and "fettled 
ifx the^world*. 

A fervant, belonging to die eWei? mft. 
f boDghtlefS), waa immediately di%atchei* 



Mifs Be ts V T« oxf (SttTE e^.. m 

to mifs Betfy, with a letter from the* 
young(cr,: and it was from this man that 
flie received the agreeable intelligence^ 
that the two brothers were together. — 
The terms in which mF. Francis wrotse ta> 
ker were thefe :• , 

To mifr Betsy Thoucrtless.- 

^ My dearjijler^ 

* HEAVEN be thai&ed I am atiafl^ ' 

* got lafe ta London ;— a placc^, 
^ which;» I ariure you,, ibme months ag^ 

* I almoil defpaired of ever feeing more. 

* My brother has juft given me an ac- 
? count of the death of honeft mr. Good- 

* niauy and, as I doubt not but you^afie 

* very much concerned, as indeed we 
f have all rejdfon to be^ for the lofs of 

* io fincere and valuable a friead,> I am 

* very Inpatient to fee> you,, and give 

* you what confolation is in my power ;, 
^ but the fatigue of jay journey, after fo' 
^ long aa ilkicfe, ;>equircs my taking fomc 

* immediate rcpofc ; — ^ I ihall, however,. 

* wait oh you to-morrow morning, 'tiU^ 
f whea, believe me, as ever, 

j*^ /Wi,th the greateft fmcerity,. 
*^ Dear:fifter, 
f Your affedionate brother,^ 
•^ *" And humble {eryant,> 

l^i. . * F.THaUGHTLBS^,' 



*v 
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^ P.S. * My brother purpbfes to come with 
^ me, but if any thing fhould happen 

* to prevent his vifit^ you may depend 
*^^^ * 6n one froM me: — Once more, my 

* dear fitter, goodnight.* 

\vi the prefent fitu^tion of mifs Betfy's 
fnind, Ihe could not have received a more 
fenfible fatisfiiftionj , than what {he felt o© 
Jhis young ^enttenfian's arrival^ biit.^h^ 
tnfued; upon, it will in due tinie and place 
appear. '; ' . .-. 



: cH^ii p: II. : 

Contains only 'fame <few particulars of 
little moment in tbemfelvesi but ferife 
to ujher in matters of more rmpor^ 
tance^ 

r * ■ ' . . ' ' 

>■ 4 , ' 

'i 

"V/f R, Goodman, who, both living an^ 
^ ■■" dying, had linceirely at heart the 
'^Ifare of 'all with whom he had any 
concern, could not content himfelf * • to 
leave the world, without giving to thofe, 
who had been under his care, fuch advice 
as he thought, ncccffary \pi their future 
happbefs. .; / 

* . Accord- 



/" 



MI/sBeTSY ThbUGHTLESS. TJ 

Accordingly, the day preceding that 
which happened to be his laft, he fcnt 
for mr. Thoughtiefs^ and oil his being 
come, and feated by his bedfide, Jie tqpk 
his hand, and began to remonftrate to 
him, in the mod pathetic, though very 
gende, ternis, how unjuftifiable to the 
eyes of heaven, and how difreputable to 
thofe of *the world, it was, to avow iand 
indulge, in the public manner 'he did, an 
Unwarrantable flame.- • ' 



* I never was fevere,' faid he, • in 

* cenfuring the frailties of youth and na- 

* tufe ; bur think" the claim they have 

* to pardon confifts chiefly in an endea- 

* vour to conceal them ;— when gloried 
« in j they lofe the name of frailties, and 

* become vice^ : — befides, others by our 

* eXampile might be emboldened to of-^ 

* fend, and if fo, what are we but ac- 
« ceflTary to their faults, and anfwefabl^ 

* for thcrti, arwell as for our own ? — 

* * Yoii are at prefent/ continued he, * the 

* hdtti of your family, -^ have a large 

* dftate, — ^ are young, ^— handfome, — 

* iaccomplilhed ; -^ in fine, have all the 

* -reqiaifitei to make a Ihining charafter 
*^ life, and -to be a-fervice, and an ho- 
*%o«r to your countfy. — How great a 
fl^ii would it be, that fuch a Itock of 
-e& ' * fortune's 



r. 
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* fortune^s bleflings, — fuch prefent be- 

* nefits^ and fuch glorious expeftatJonSy 

* fliould all be fquandered in the pur^ 

* chafe of one guilty pfejifure !* 

He then proceeded to a (hort difcuflioi* 
of the difference of a law&il and an un-* 
laivful communication between the fcxes i 
— he e^atiated on the wife and laudable 
inftitution of marriage ; — the folid com- 
forts arifing: from that ftate, ia the choice 
of a worthy partner •, — the many advan- 
tages of an honourably alliance \ — the 
ferene and laftii^ pleafu^es to be found 
in the fbciety ofa faithful> difcreet, and 
endearing companion. — A wife/ — faid 
he, with a figh, which the memory of 
his own hard fate drew from him, * may 

* fome times be bad^ but a miftrefs we- 

* are fure is never good -, -— her very 

* qharafter denies all confidence to be 

* repofed in her j — r- it is the intereft of 
' a wife to fecure the honour of her hus^r 

* band, beeaufe Ihe muiE fuffer in his 

* difgraee ; > — a miftrels having no repu-r 

* tation of her own, regards not that dL 

* her keeper. -r-It is the intereft of a^ 

* wife to be frugal of her hufband's fub^ 
*" ftance, beeaufe fhe miift be a fharer i» 

* thofe misfortujieSi whitch the want ot 

* oeconomy crates; — but it is the in- 

* tcrcft oi a miftrefe ta fell her favoursi 
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^ as dear as (he can, and to make the 

* beft pro vifijon flie can for herfelf, be -^ 

* caufejker fubfiflijQnce ia precarious^ and 

* depends whoUy m the will. of him 

* who llipports her. rr- Thefe> my dear 
vfriead/ cpntinwd he^ * are truths^ 
^ which I, hope you will not wait for ex^ 

* perience to convince you of/ 

k is. probable mr. Thpughtkft did not 
relUh this admonition ; — he feemed^ 
howeyer*^ tq take it in g;x)d part^ and.re-r 
turned for'anfwer,,^ that he ihould ever re-" 
tain the moft grateful fenie of the kifid 
Gonceni he exprc^iSbd for him^ and added^ 
^t' whatever incgnvcniencies he might 
bare, been hurried into^ by an inadvertent 
fe^Qiiy he ihould always take care i^ot 
IP become the dupe of any woman. 

Mn Goodman thien fell into fome dif- 
courle, coacemmg« the yoimger mn 
Tbougjitlefe, and. the elder? telling him^ 
^t^ by his infcreft>: h/e procured a com^ 
miffio^ for him on ve? y eafy terms^ that 
woithy old geritkmaft appeared very 
much* pjeafed, and feid, he hoped they 
would always live together in th^^ perfect: 
Wiity^ which both good policy and na- 
lKTO,:danand$fc bewew. iper&ns of the 

4. f And 
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< And now,* continued he, * I have" 
but one thing* more to irecortniaend to* 
you, — and that is in relation to your' 
fitter, mife Betfy. — I doubt mot of her^ 
innocence, but I fear her condudl ; — r 
her youth, • — her beauty, — the gaiety 
of her temper, and the littk vanities of 
her fex, are ev^ry day expofing her to 
teihptations fataU't^ ' reputationV — I 
■ wifh, thetefbre, ^ (he were ^^U married-; 
— I know n(>t; how" the^ courtfhip of 
mr. Trueworth happened to be brokd 
bff, perhdps on foirie trifling 'occafion; 
either on the one or the other fide': *-i 
if f6, ^tis hkely mr. Francis, '^heil \k ' 
coities to.town, may bring iaboud a t^e-' 
cohdMatiori, — According to my Judgr 
ment of mankind, fhe cannot make a 
more deferving choice. — There is anoN 
ther gentleman, who now makes iiis 
^dreflcs to hter, -4^ bfo iiitol? is, Mu» 
den^; — but 1 know nothing df hiscHak 
rafter, -^ he fteVer. applied ^td nfxe, .. nor 
did Ihe confult me on the affair ; ^^ it 
will however be a brother's part in you^; 
to enquire how far he may be worthy 
of hen* • ' -/ ' '^^ - -\. .'•..:: jj».. y:^- 

- Percdvin g a mr. ^ Thoughtlefs Mcned 
to him, with a good deal of atteo-dionv^ihfe 
;!vent on j — ' ' I Ihould alfo think it right', 

faid 
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faid he, ' that while fhe remains in a 
fingle ftate, Ihe Ihoiild be boarded in • 
feme fbcial, rfeputable family ; — I do 
not like this living by herfelf, — her 

'.htmrour is too volatile to endure fo- 
litude ; fhe ttiuft have her amufements ; 
and the Wint of them at home, natu- 
rally dstities her in fearch of them abroad: 
-^ I cotild wifhi* added he, ' that you 
would tell her what I have faid to you 
upon this fubjeft; fhe is convinced i ' 
am her friend, I believe has fome re- 
gard fpr me, and it may be, my dying 
^dmbnitions will have greater effeft up- . 
on her, than all fhe has heard from mc 
befote/ 



Mf/Goddmdh, after this; beginning 
to grow extremely hint; and altogether 
un^le' to hold any farther difcourle, the 
l)ix>ther ' of mifk. Betfy judged it conve- 
nictd to retire, affbring the other, as he 
tdofe- hfe leaVe, that no part of what he 
hiad^faid, fhould bc^loft upon hiih. 

Thbugh the promife he had made mr. 
Goodnian, was chiefly diftated by his 
CQmplaifance, yet it was not totally forgot 
after he had left him. — As to what that 
#^thy gentleman had faid, inrelation to 
fail own manner of living, he thought he 
^Iked well, but he had talttd Vvks. ^xv 



t'M: 
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old man, and that it was time enougli foi* 
him to part with his pleafures, when he 
had no longer any inclination to piirfue 
them ; — but what had been alledged to 
him conperning bis fifter's condu(i, made 
a much deeper impreffion on his mind :* 
— he conficfered, that the honour of a fa- 
mily depended greatly on the female part 
of it, and therefore refolved to omit no- 
thing in his power, to prevent mifs Betfy 
from being caught by any fnares, that 
Slight be laid to entrap her innocence. ^ 

He communicated to mr. Francis / 
Tlioughtlefs on his arrival, all that rnx,. 
Goodman had faid to him on this fcpre, 
and his own fentiments upon it :— tliat 
young gentleman was entirely' of his bro- 
ther's opinion in this point, and they l>oth , 
agreed, that marriage was the only fure 
refuge from temptatio% for a young wo- 
man of mifs Betfy's difpofition and hu- 
inour. — They had a very long and pret- 
ty ferious converfation on this head, |he 
refult of which was, that they fliould go 
together to her, and each exert all the 
influence he had over her, in order to 
draw from her fome farther eclaircifement 
intentions, than could yet be gathered 
of her from her behaviour. 

Mifs 
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Mils Betfy^ who little fufpe&ed their, 
deiign, received them with all the tender- 
nds that coiild be expected from a lifter, 
efpecially her brother Frank, whole re- 
{ura after fi) long an ablence, gave her, in 
reality, an infinite fatisfaAion; but Ihe 
had£:arce t^me to give him all the wel-< 
comes, with which her heart overflowed, > 
before the elder mr, Thoughtlefs fell on^ 
the topic of mr. Goodman, and the mif* 
fortune . they fuftained, in the lois of fo 
good a friend ^ after which, ^ He has left 
^ you a legacy, fifter,' faid he ; — * A le- 

* gacyr cried fhe^ * pray of what kind ?* 

* Such A one,* replied he, ^ as perhap you^ 

* wUl not be very well pleafed la rc- 
^ ctsving, nor would Ichule to deliver it, 

* but for two reafons; — firft> that the 
t injun&ioiis of a dying friend tat not tQ be 
< dtfpofiied with; and fecondly^ that it it 

* of a nature, I fear^you Itand in too 

* much need of/ 

Mifs Betfy, whole ready wit made her 
ptefently comprehend the meaning of 
thefc words, replied with fome fmartaefsv 
that whatever ihe ftood in ntcd of, fhe 
ihould certainly receive with pleafure, and 
I^ might have 4>^^ himfelf the trouble 
prelude, for^ any thing that could be 
.. ' . dc- 




deliveitd by him, or bequeathed to her 
by mr. Goodman. • ' • ' ^ ' ^ 

He then told her, how that gendemarrf 
the day before his death, had fent for himj, ^ 
' For no other pUi^fe,?' ' faid he; * than - 

* to talk to me on your acbounrtr, aftd to 

* exhort nk as yotk] brother, and naw ' 
* . your guardian, to have a watchful eye 

* overall your adions;— -to remind you 
*of fonie inadvertencies of the paft, and 

* to warn you againft falling into thet 
/like for tfer future :- — iforry L^am^ to . 
"^ -find myfelt under a heceffity of^ ipeakmg ' 

* to you in this manner ; but harflx as it ' 

* may feem at pfefent, I doubt not, but 
< you will hereafter own, is a proof of 

* the greateft aff€£ti6n I could fhew you. * * 
He then repeated to her, all that mr. ' 
Goodman had faid ' to faim^ in relation to ' 
her-, to which he dfb added many things* 
of his owni which he thoiigllt might ferve * 
to ftrengthen, and enforce the. arguments* 
made ufe of by the other. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the Various 
and difturbed emotions, which^ difcovered 
themfelves in the countenance of mifs 
Betfy, during the whole tinie her brother 
was Ipeaking ; — Ihe looTced extremely 
grave, at' the. manner in which he ufhered 
whdt he had to deliver to her from mr. 
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Goodman, — appeared confounded and 

perplexed at what flie beard that gentle- 

ipan had fai^ qoncerr^ng mr-.Trup worth, 

*-^^was. (juite.peqvilh at the ' mention of 

* inr* IViunden, but when, told of the dan- 

'gers'jtp which fhe wa^ expofed, by living 

alpne,. l^d'trufted, with. the nianageqnient 

of herfelf, her eye^ fparkled with difiiain 

and rage^ ^t z^ rernbjpiftrance fhe, looked 

' upon ^s lo.i^ijieceflary and fo unjuft. \ 

If this meflage. had been fent to her hy 
any., other, than mr. Goodman, whofe 
meqiory. On account of the benefits Ihe 
had received from hinj, was precious 

' to her ; or had it been repeated by any 
other mouth ttian that of a brother, fhe 
^ cerfa^ly vented the indijgnatiQB fhe 

". was pofleflfei^ of, in the moil bitter terjps ; 
!but gr;aiit;iid?5 r^fpedt, and love, denyij^g 
her this remedy, Ihe burft intOia flood of 
t?fflDS^ -r ' jQood ,God !' criec^ihe, j^what 

•« tions \h the ^^^^rt^ <)f ; aq)f. jfriqnd {^^ 
* Which of my aftions can * iiialice coh- 

..* ^\je cV^o a^crime Irr^l challenge my 
^jWprft: of enemies to pfoW. me g.uilty ,of 
' |Kiiy^:tl|imgmi§^^ 

'./'I't "■' ^ ' . « r ** ' ' ' ' '■,"'■ I '; ' ■* ' 
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The two brothers feemed very much 
moved at the agonies that tht^ few her 
in, efpecially the elder, who repenting 
he had gone fo far, took her in his arms, 
and tenderly embracing her, * My dear . 

* filler,' faid he, 'you wrong your 

* friends, while you imagine yourfelf 

* wronged by them ; — 'your reputatioft, 

* I hope, is clear ; '* — your virtue not fiiif- 

* pefted ; — it is not to accufe you of 

* any guilt, but to prevent your inno- 

* cence from becoming a prey to the 

* guilt of others, that mr. Goodman fent 

* you his dying admonition, or that I 
^ took upon me to deliver it.* 

Mi^. Francis Thoughtlefs feconded what 
the other had faid, and both joining their 
endeavours to pacify the late tempeft of 
her mind, Ihe foon recovered that good 
hiimour arid! chearfulnefs, which was too 

" natural to her to be long fulpended by 

''any accident whatfoever. 

* I flattei-ed riiyfdf,' faid the younger 
of thefe gentlemen, ^ that cautions of this 
^ kind ^ould have been altogether unne- 
*' ccflary, knd that before now you would 

* have been difpoTed of to a man, under 
^ vrhok protcdtion all that is dear to your 

^ :* iex haa been fecwt \ '— \ tv^^ tvox. x^jJl 
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« you,*- continued he, ' that I mean mr. 
* Truewbrth. 

Mifs Betfy looking a little confused, 
and not making any reply, the elder mr. 
Thoughtlefs immediatdy took up the 
word, and faid, he had heard fo high a 
charafter of that gentleman's merit, that 
he had wiftied for few things with more 
ardency, than the honour of being allied 
to him, and that he never g)uld find out 
what objedtion his fitter ha(3, to accept 
of an offer fo every way to her advantage. 

To this mifs Betfy mad6 anfwer, though 
not without fome diforder, and hefitation 
in her foeech, — that (he had never made 
any objeftion, either to his perfon or 
qualification; — but that fhe did not care 
to marry yet a while, and he had not love 
enough to wait the event of hef refolution 
ii> that point ; — that, befides, their hu- 
mours did not fuit, atid there was little 
likelihood they would agree better after 
marriage -, — that there had been a little 
ue between them ; — that he gave 
imfejf airs of refenting fomething Ihe 
j^^faad, and thereupon hadient her a 
iinjpertinent letter, fince which Ihe 
never'' feen him •, — * fo that,* added 
' our breaking off acquaintance ia 
HfhoUy owing to hintfelf •* 
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Mr. Francis not doubting but this let- 
ter ..would explain what he* To mUch 'de* 
fired to know the truth of, cri^d out to 

' her haltily, to let him fee it ; — mifs Betly 
already repented, that (he had mentioned 
fuch a thing, as Ihe was coiifcious there were 
fome expreffions in it, which would greatly 
countenance the difagreeable remonftran- 
ces fhehad juft now refceived 5 biltflie 

. wanted artifice to pretend, flie;^had either 
loft, or burnt it,andwentthatinftaiitto htr 
cabinet, where eafily finding it, Ihe gave 
it into her brother*s hands,., with thefe 
words, * he reproaches me,', faid ihe, 

* -with things I know nothing of, and in 

* terms, which, I think, do not very well 

* become the paflion he pretended to 

* have for me. 

* That he once loved you,* faid mr. 
Francis, cqoUy, » ' I am very certain ; -^ 

* how .hi$ featiments may be changed, 
f. . and the reafpns o£ their being fo, this 

/* may,, perhaps, give me room to gueft.* 
He then read the" lettef aloud, and while 
he wajS doing, fo, feveral times caft a 
look r.at mifs ' Betfy;, ^ which Ihewed he 
was\bighly disfatisfted with Hei^, f^r' hav- 
ing giyen^any caufe for tljie refleftlcJn^, 
contairted in it. * ' ' V 
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^ r fee very well/ faid he, returning 
her the letter ' that he has done with you, 

* and that it is your own fault : — I 

* 0ialJ, however, talk to him on the af- 
^ fair, and if there be a pofTibility of ac- 

* commodating matters between ^you, 

* fliali endeavour it for your fake/ 

Here mifs Betfy's ipirit roufed itfelf, 
in fpite of the refpeA fhe had for her bro- 
thers; ' I befeech you, fir/faid flie to 
mr. Francis, * not to go about to force 

* your fiftcr upon any man ;- — it mr. 

* Trueworth, of his own accord, renews 
' the profellions he has made, I fhall on 

* your account receive them as I did be- 
' fore any mifunderftanding happened bg- 

* tween us ; but as to changing my con- 

* dition, either in favour of him or any 
' other man, I know not when, or v/he- 

* ther ever I fhall be in the humour to da 
' it: — you may, however, if you pleafe, 

,.* continued fhe, hear what he has to fay 
•forhimfelf, and what ^mighty mattgrs 
' againft me, that can excule the abrupt 
' manner of his quitting me/ 

* I know not as yet,* replied xnr* 
Ffancis, with feme vehemence, ' wlic- 
icr I fhall interfere any farther in the 
IPPgf ^^d am heartily fotx^ Wyunc 
f0^ III C ^ ^^ 
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* given myfelf any trouble about it, 

* you fo little confider your own int( 

* or "will follow the advice of thofe, 

* are at the pains to cohfider for yoi 
« Come, come,* faid the elder 
Thoughtlefs, * you are both too fi 

* -r- 1 ani confident my fitter has 

* much good fenfe to fufFerany littl 

* price to impede her real happinel 

* therefore, prithee Frank, let us 
« thi^ fubjeft at prefent, and leave h 

* her own refieftions.* 

To which mifs Bctfy ahfwered, 
there required but little refle6tion 1 
ftru6t her what fhe ought to do, an< 
though fhe could not confent to be 
always in leading-ftrings, the lore 
relpedt fhe had for her brother, -^ 
never permit her to do any thing wi 
their Approbation. There pafKd no 
more of confequence between the 
this vifit ; but what had been faid f 
to engrofs pretty much the minds o] 
of them after they were feparated. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Has fomewhat more bufinefs in it than 

the former. 

•T* H O U G H mils Betfy was very con- 
► fcious of the merits of mn True- 
worth, and equally convinced of the 
friendfhip her brot^ier Francis had for 
him, and had therefore dpubted not, but 
twhea that ypung g^tlen^ian fhould ar- 
rive, he. Would .reafon ftrongly with her, 
> en tlie little regard flie had paid to his 
1 -recommendations, or the advantages of 
! < the alliance he had proppfed ; yet Ihe did 
not ^ped the fatisfaction of their firft 
X meeting ^ould h^ve been imbittered, by 
.^ a refentnient, luch, as it feemed to her, 
he had teftiEed on the occafiom 

. She eafily perceived the ' two brothers 
had' consulted together, before they came 
to her, in what manner they fhould be- 
have ' towards her ; and this fhe looked 
upon.ajs ^ :ft)rt of proof, that they intended 
. to afliime an . authority over her, to which 
they had.np claim.-—' The love I have 
; .*.for them,* faid flie to herfelf, 'will al- 
I u h "W^s, make me take a plealure in oblig- 
; o '' ^ C 2 ' ' ing 
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lAg them, and doing every thing they 
defire Of me •, but they are intirely mil- 
taken, if they imagine it in their power 
to awe me into compHance with their 
injunftions.' 

* And yet,' cried fhe again, * wh^t 
other aim than my happinefs and in- 
tereft can they propofe to. themfelves, 
in defiring to have me under their di- 
reftipn ? — Poor Frank has given me 
proofs, that I am very dear to him, 
and, I believe, my brother Thoughtlefs 
is not wanting in natural afFeftion for 
me •, why then fhould I rejeft the coun- 
cil of two friends, whofe fincerity there 
is not a poffibility of fufpeding ? -^ 
They know their fex, and the dangers 
to which ours are expofed, by the ar- 
tifices of bafe defigning men : — I have 
had Ibme efcapes, which I ought always 
to remember, enough to keep me from 
falling into the like ugly accidents again ; 
•— how near was I to everlafting ruin, by 
flighting the warning given mc by mr, 
Trueworth!' 

This i-efleftion bringing into her mind 

fnany paflTages of her behaviour towards 

that gentleman, Ihe could not forbear 

Juftifying his condufl, and condemning 

Jier Qwn ; »?— * I have cettainly ufed him 
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* ill,' purfued fhe, with a Cgh, ' and if 

* he {hould return, and forgive- what is 

* paft, I think I ought, in gratitude, to 

* reward his love !* 

She was in this contemplating mood 
when her fervant told her; that mrs. 
Modely had been to wait upon her, but 
on hearing her brothers v/ere with Ker, 
went away, faying, (he v/ould come again, 
which (he now was, and begged to Ipeak 
with her. 

Mifs Betfy was in this moment juffc 
beginning to feel fome fort of pleafure in 
the idea of mr. Trueworth^s renewing his 
addreflfes, and was a little peevi(h at the 
interruption; — (he ordered^ however, 
that the woman (hould come up, — 
^ Well, mrs. Modely,* faid (he, as foonr 
as (he faw her enter, « what ftuflf have 
^ you brought me now?* 

* Ah, charming mifs Betfy,* replied (he, 

* you fine ladies, and great fortunes, 

* think you may do any thing with the 

* men : — poor fir Frederick will break 
f bis heart, or run mad, that's to be 
I'iure, if you don't (end him a favourable 

^Jmlwer to this letter.* — In (peaking 
words, (he delivered a letter to mi(s 
which that young lad^ o^^tv^^ 
C 3 mxJtt. 
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* tiie heaven of fyour mercy, and ^hopc 

* you will permit me to poqr forth the 

* abundance of my foul before you, — to 

* baflc in the funfhine of your fmiles, and 
' to try, at leaft, if no fpark of that 

* amorous flame, which burns me up, 

* has^ darted upon you, and kindled you 

* into loft defires. 

* O! if any part of my impatient fires, 

* by fecret fympathy, Ihould happily have 

* reached your bread, never was there a 

* pair fo tranfcendentiy bleft as we fhould 

* be.—- The thought is rapture ! — ex- 

* tacy too big for words ! — too mighty 

* for defcription ! — and I muft there^ 

* fore, for a few hours, defer any further 
y endeavours-to convince you, — till when 
5 I remain, 

; Abforbed in the delightful imag^ 
* Dear quinteflence of joy, 
f Your moft devoted, 

• Moft obfequious, 

• And' moft adoring vaflal, 

* F. Fineer/ 

la Ipite of the ferious humour mifs 

Bctfy was in, Ihe could not read thj^ 

withput burfting into a violent fit-^of 

*.J;^lgllter ; but foon compofing herfelf, 

^J£ t Had not fecn the author of this 

--. - C 4 * epiftle. 
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* epiftle,* faid fhe, to mf s. Modeiy, * I 

* fhould have thought it had been fent 

* me by fome fchool-boy, and was the 

* firft eflay o defcribing a paflion he had 

* heard talk of> and was ambitious of 
' being fuppofed capable of feeling ; — 

- * but fure/ continued ftie, * the man 

* muft be either mad, or moft impudently 

* vain, to write to me> as if he imagined 
' I was in love with him, and would 

* have him on his firft putting the 

* queftion to me/ . 

* Ah, my dear madam,' faid mrs, 
' Modeiy, ' do you conCder, that a young 

* gentleman of ten thoufand a year in 

* pofleffion, as much more in reverfion, 

* and the expeftation of a coronet, is apt 

* to think he may have any body ?' ; — 

* If he does he may find himfelf miftaken/ 
replied mifs Betfy haughtily, and then in 
the fame breath foftening her voice,.-; ' but 
' are you fure,' cried flie, ' that he has 

* ih much ?' — * Sure, madam !' faid 
^nrs. ModcIy> * aye, as lure as that I am 

* alive ; — I have heard it from twenty 
' people : — - they fay, he has a houfe in 

* the country as big as a town, and above 

* fifty fervants in it ; — - but he is but 

* juft come to London, and has not hadv 
« time to fettle his equipage as yet, but' 

* he ha§ befpoke the fineft coach, and 

^ the 
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* tbe genteeieft chariot you ever faw, — 
- ' all in a new tafte, and perfcftly prench •, 

* — they are quite finiftiedy all but the 
' painting, and that only waits till he 

* knows whether he may quarter your* 

* arms or not/ 

* Blefs me !^ cried mifs Betfy, ^ does he 

* think to gain me in the time of painting a 

> coach ?' — r * Nay, I don't know,' an-' 
Jwered mrs. .Modely •, ' but I think fuch 
~*^n offer is BOt to be trifled with 5 — he 

* is violently in love with you, that is 
5 certain : — *? he docs not defire a penny 

> of your Joftiune, and will fettle upou 

* you, notwithftaoding, his whole. eftate^ 

* if you r^equire it,* 
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Mife Betfy m^e no anfwer, but paufe^ 
for a confiderable time, and feemed, as 
it were^ in a profound refverie : — at laft 
coming out of it, — 'He is fordoing. 
*. things in fueh a hurry/ feid (he ; -— f I 
y have feeh him no; more^than once, and 
t^fcarce know what fort of a perfon he 
^ is,r— how. then can I tell, whether I 
« ever Ihall be able to bring myfelf to 
•like him. or not P*^ » 

f|t>* ^ou ^ay glye him leave to wait on? 
[^ however,* cried the other. -^ Here 
l^^^etfyi^was again filent for fome mo- 
..t-i 1^ C 5 mentsi 




34 ^^ HISTOil-Y 6f 

meiits; but rtifs. ModcJy repeating 'h«r 
r^queft, and 'enforcing it with iomt ar- 
guments^ — * Well then/ replied Ihe, 
« I ihall n6t go to charch this afternoon, 

• ^hd will fee him if he comesj—^lRlt 

• dear Modely,* continued flie, * don't 

• let him affume on the permiffion I give 
« him, — tell him, you had all the diffi- 

• culty in the world to prevail on me tb 

• doits for, in my mind, he already 

• hoj^s too much, and feirs too littiCi^ 
'« for a mail fo prodigt^utly in lo^;* — i. 
3Wf$. Modely on this afllired her, flife 
might tnift to her rtiatiageitient, and took 
her leave> very well pleafed with the foe- 
cth of her negpciation. 

We often fee the love of grandeur pre- 
vail dv^r perft:insof the ri^ft'^*krs,. and 
knowledge. -^ What girilty lerigths have 
jpot fome mefi run to attain it,, eveh 
among thofe^ who have been efteem'd the 
wifefty and moft honeft of their tkne^, 
when once a title, a bit of ribband croft 
their flioulder, or any other gew^ga'v* 
trophy of the ftvour of a court; has beeii 
hiing out* how has their virtue veered and 
yeilded to the temptation ? — It is not» 
therefore, to be wondered at,, that a young; 
hearty unexperienced in thie fallacy of 
fhew, fiiould be dazzled with th^ tinfel *^ 
glitter : —the good fenjfe of fiifs Betfy 

f made 
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made bar fe^- thaCi this laft triumph of her 
charms, wasaivain, filly and affeded co:^* 
comb ; but theiv this coxcomb had a vaft 
eftate, and the -enchanting ideas of the 
fi^re ihe ihould make, if in pOirefTion of 
it^ in fome moments out -balanced the 
cont^npt ihe had of the owner's perfon, 
and underftani^ng« 

Tte glare of pomp and equipage, th^ 
j^^re of having it in her power of 
taking the upper-hand of thoie of her own 
r»k, and J of vying with thofe of a more 
naked one, it is certain had very potent 
charms for her ; but then there was a de^ 
licacy in her nature, that would not fufFer 
the defire of attaining it. to be altc^e- 
thcr predominant : — • the thoughts of 
beifig iacrificed to a man for whom it 
was impoffible fiwr her to have either love, 
w efl^em 5 — to be obliged^to yield that 
thr^Mgh duty, which inclination fliuddered 
aty ftrud a fiidden damp to alt the rifing 
fires, of pride and ambition in her foul, 
^d convinced her, that greatnefs would 
be too dearly purchafed at the expence of 

* In fine, ihe confider'd on thefe things fo 
ilngy that Ihe grew weary of confidering 
|^i||lly>fa refolved to let the matter reft, — ^ 

no farrfier pain^ — ^^leiave to 
f C 6 chance 
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chance the* difpofal of her fate, and treat 
all her lovers as fhe hitherto had ddhe,, 
only as fubjefts of mere amufement. 

SJie was now beginmng to-pkafe herfclf , 
with the thoughts how mr. Mundqi^ 
whom fl^e ^xpeftcdnhat evening, would 
behave at fight of his m^ rival> and how 
fir Frederick Fineer would bear the pre- 
fefice of a' man, whom, ihe was refolved 
to ihew him had the fame pretenfiojpis as 
hin^felf ; — bu£ tho' (h^ happened to be 
difappoipted in? her exper9:atiori6' in this> 
ihe did not want, other fufficient matttcE 
for her diverfion*^ ♦ 

. Sir Frederick, to fliew the impatience of 
his paflioa, tame very, foon after dinner ;--* 
ihe received him with as grave an air as 
fhe could poflibiy put o% but it was not 
in J^er power, nor indeed would have beea 
m anyone's elfe, to continue, it for any 
longtime: — his eonverfation was much 
of a piece widi his letters, and his adtions 
even more extrava^nt^ 

Never was fuch an Orlando Furiofo jn 
love ; — on his firft approach, he had in^ 
deed theboldneft to take "one. of her 
hands and put it to his mouth, but after-^ 
wards whatever he faid to her was on his • 
kaees J, — he threw himfelf proftrate oa 

• thi^ 
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Ac carpet before? her, ,grafp*d her feet, and 
ak^nately kiffcd-each fhoe, with the fame 
^ vehemence^ as he could have done Tier lips, 
and as much devotion as the pilgrims at 
Rome do the- Pantofle of his Holinefe. — 
Darts ! --^ Flames I — Imnioftal joys ! — 
Death ! — Defpair ! .*A-Hcav€n ! — Hell I 
cyer-during woe, and all the epithets in the 
whole vocabulary of Cupid*s legend, be- 
gun and ended every fentence of his dif-^ 
courfe»>— This way of entertaining hep 
was ia extraodinalry, and fo new to her, 
Aat Ihe couldc not forbear • fometimes re- 
turning it with a finile, which, in fpite of 
her endeavours -to preferve a ferious de- 
portment, difiufed a gaiety through all 
her air* 

-Thofe who had told fir Ferderick, that 
the f way ta pleafe this lady, was to foath 
her vanity, either knew not, or had forgot ? 
ti> inform him, Ihe had alfo an equal (hare 
ftf good fenfe ; fo that riliftakitig the 
ebaoge he had obferved in her loc^s for 
ao indication of her being diarmed with 
his manner of behaviour, he aded and re*- 
a^^,over all his fopperies, and felt as 
much, fecret pride in repeating them, as a 
jielebr&ted . finger on the ftage does in 
die voice of an eneore* 



It 





It is probable, however, that he would 
have Gontiniied in them long, enough to 
have tired mifs Betfy fo niuch, as ta> have 
inade her ^ve him fome demoniirative 
mark, that the pkaiantry he hadf^en her 
in proceeded rather from derifion than fa<^ 
tis^ion, if, divine ferviee being ended^ 
fome ladies, as they came from churdi^ 
had not caUed to vifit her.— The found 
of company .coming up ftairs, obliged 
him ta ore^ -pff in the middle of a rhap- 
fody^ which h^^ doubdefs, thought very 
fine, and he took his leave fomewhat 
haftily^ telling her^ the paffion with which 
he was inflamed, was too fierce to be rc-^ 
flrained within thofe bounds which fhe 
might expeft before witnefles, and that 
he would wait on her the nejct day, when 
he hoped ihe lyould be nK)re at liberty^ to 
receive his vovysi. 

Eafedof die conftratnt which decency^ 
lUidthe refpeA which ihe t}K)ught due to 
his qualit^^ had iaid her under while he 
was there, her natural fprighdinefs buril 
with double force. -^ Mn Munden, who 
came in foon after, felt the effedts of it: 
•—he indeed enjoyed a benefit he little 
dreamt of. •— The abiurd coaverfetion of 
a rival he as yet knew nothing of, 
Jkrved to make all he faid found more 

* agree- 



agreeable thto ever inf the ears of his 
mkdrefs : -^ in this excisfs of good hu^ 
mour fbSs mil only madd a handfome apo^ 
logy for the treatment he had receiyed at 
mrs. Modely's^ a thing ihe had nerer be<- 
{(ke vouchiafed to d(> to any of her low 
vers^ but aUb gave him an inWtation to 
'fqnire her to a country^Unicingi in Which 
Ihe had engaged to make one the enfuiog 
night: 



^^V w^e not fof fotm ftu) parlicuJarr^ 
might as well he pajfed over as read. 

]M[iS8S iBetfy^t one would think, hod Ao^ 
'^^•*' filffitient Ihatte* to employ her me^ 
ditadons, on the fcore cf thofe t\vt> lo^eirt; 
whoat pj:%!£ent laid ciofe fie^i^ to her; 
dSdseir of whom fhe was willing tit^ l^ait 
en^ely with; arid to retain ^hcif {bst 
febn^ required fome mam^einent: «*^ 
its^. MoiKteh was beginhing to grow \itfi 
fiAtat W£ tte little jirogrefs his- fon^ 
Cdttrdhip had made on her alFe^otis^l 
fir Frederick Fineer, on the other 
^4iWiS for bringing things to a con- 
-ar once : — Ihe was alfo every 
^i»ft^ing tranllent addreffies fmni 
'\u ' many 
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>many others, whkh, though' not meaftt 
feriouQy by thofe that made them, nor 
taken fo by her, ferved pccafionally to fill 
up any vacuum in her mind ; — y^t was it 
not in the power of love j - — gallantry, 
or any other amufement, to drive xht 
memory of mr. Truewotth whoUy out of 
her head j which ftiews, that to a woman 
pf - fenfe, -a -'man- of real merit, even 
though he is not loved, can never be to- 
tally indifferent. 

But fhewas at this time more than or- 
dinarily agitated on that gentleman's ac- 
count J — fhe doubted not but her bro- 
ther Fi^nk, either^^had, or woOld'fliOrtly 
have a. long conferempe-withJiijEKi, bnjiie 
fubjeft of his defifting his vifits to her, 
ajid coiild not keep fecfelf frotti feelii^ 
ibme palpitations ; for the: .^teat.; -foi- 
though fhe was not refolved to afford any 
y^compence.. to. »his love, ifce egrrieftly 
wifhed, he fhould continue to defire it^ 
ftpd th^tifhei might flill pr^erve her for- 
xnerr dominion over a heart, which fhe 
had alway Si looked upon as/ the moflt va^. 
luable prize of all tliat her beauty had 
ever gained. 

* 

Thus unreafonable, and indeed^ unjuflr,i 
was ihe in the affairs qf love : — in. all: 
©thers fhe wai . humane,, benevolent, and 

kind V 
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kind ; but here covetous, even to greedi- 
nefs, of receiving all, without any . inten- 
tion of making the leaft return. — In 
fine, the time was not yet come, when 
ftie ftiould be capable of being touched 
with that herfelf, which {he took fo much 
pride to infpire in others. 

Though flie could not love, fhe was 
pleafed with being loved : — no man, of 
what degree or circumilance foever, 
could offend her by declaring himfelf her 
admirer -, and as much as fhe defpifed fir 
Frederick Fineer for his romantic manner 
of exprefling the paflion he profefied for 
her, yet to have miffed him out of the 
nujnber of her train of captives, would 
have been little lefs mortification to her^ 
than the lofs of a favourite lover would 
have bpen to fome other women. 

That/enamorato of all enaitioratoes, 
would not, however, fuffer the flame, 
which he flattered himfelf with having 
kindled in her, to grow cool, and am- 
bitious alfo of (hewing his talents in verfe 
as well as profe, fent her that morning 
the following epiftk : 



^i%i * To 
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• To the bright goddefs of my i 

* the adorable mifs Betsy 
* Thoughtless. 

* Mofi divine four ce cfjoy^ 

* T'O (hew you in what manner I 

• "*" the hours of abfence from you^ 

* at the fame time rq)refent the cafe 

* lover racked with lufpence, and tc 
« alternately between hopes and fears 
« take the liberty to irilbribe to you 

* inclofed poem, which I moft hur 
« befeech you to take as it is meant, 

• tribute of my duteous zeal, —an hui 

• oflfeiing prelented at the flirine of ; 
5 jli-glorious beauty, frtSm 

5 Lovely ruler of my heart, 

• Your eternally devoted, 

I And no lefs faithful (lave, 

• E. Fin; 
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* A trueplSiure of my hearty in the dif- 

* f^ent ft ages of its 'worfhip. 

P O E M, 

* Moft humbly infcribed to the, never- 

' ^ enough deified 

* Mtfs BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 

'WHEN firft from my unfinifh'd 
V'^ fleep I ftart, 

* I feel a flutt*i7ing faintnefs round my 
' » * h^art; 

^Ad^tk!feme' niift; which tiffs' fiftm my 
■-■-^ * ipind, 
f And; like fwe6t fiih-fhinc, leJiVeS your 

* name behind. 

* When from your fhado# to. yourfelf 

« To diiftkiri trahfport at rtiy thirfty ej^e,' 

* E^c^h orb fiM^cys y&u' V^ a kindling 

* fight, 

V And tfenSble^ to fuftain the vaft delight: 

* From head to foot, o'er all your heaven 

* they ftray, 

* Dazzled with luflre in your milky way: 
Si At laft yocr Ipeak^- andf, as I ftatt^ to 

* hear,, 
iify'foul is -all collefted in my ear. 

X "i •But 

. A, j " .. ,,•»•. 
1'? , "' - 
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* But when refiftlefs tranfport maket 

* me bold, 

* And your foft hand inclofed in mine I 

' hold, 

* Then flooding raptures fwim through 

* ev*ry vein, 

' And each fworn art*ry throbs with 
' pleanng pain. 

* Fain would I (hatch you to my long- 

* ing arms, 

* And grafp in extacy yoiir blazing 

' charms : 

* O then, — how vain the wifli- that I 

' purfue ! . ^ 

* I would lofe all myfelf> and mix withj 

* you : 

* Inyolv'd, — embody'd, Tfrith your beau-. 

* ties join, 

^ As fires meet fire's, and mingle in their 

* Ihine; . ^ 

* Abforb'd in blifs, I would diflblying He, 

* Become 3l\ ypu, and fouV^nd body die*> 

* Weigh well thefe fymptoms, and then 

* judge, in part, 

< The poignant anguilh of the biecding 

* heart \ ' * 

* Of him, who is, with unutterable love, 

• Refplcndent charmer, - 

* Your hoping, — pfeating, iangjoilh- - 

* ing adorer,/ \ ' 

* P.S. 
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* P.S. I propofe flying to thq feet of my 

* adorable about five o'clock this af- 

* ternoon J — do hot, I befeech you, 

* clip the wings of my devotion, by 

* forbidding my, approach/ 

Hdw acceptable Jto a vain mind, is 
even the meancft teflrimony of admiration ' 
— If mifs Betfy was not char*med with 
the elegance of this oflering, fhe was, at 
Icaft, very well pleafed with the pains he 
took in compofing it. — In the humour 
flie then was, fhe would perhaps have re- 
warded the labour of his brain. With giv- 
ing him ^n opportunity of kifling her 
flioe a fecond time, but (he expefted her 
brother Frank about the hour he men- 
tioned, with fome intelHgence of mr. 
Truewordi, and had engaged to pafs the 
evening abroad, as has been already men- 
tioned. 

She fcnt, however, a very complaifant 
meflage by the fervant, who brought the 
letter; -— ihe ordered he ftiould come 
lip into her dining-room, and then, with 
agreatd^al of fweetnefs, defired him. to 
tell his maftcr, that fhe was under a ne- 
Cjsflity of fpending the whole day with 
l^im relations that were jufV come to 
therefore intreated he would defer 

the 
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the honour he intended her, 'till feme 
0ther time. 

Mr. Francis Thoughtlefi did indeed 
call upon her, as fhe itna^ned he would ; 
•—he had been at the lod^ngs^of mn 
Trueworth, but that gentleman haj^ned 
to be abroad at the time he went, and he 
was now obliged to go with his l^rother 
on fome bufinefs relating to the commif- 
fion he was abeut to purchs^, fo could 
not ftay long enough with her to enter 
into any converfation of moment. 

Mifs Betfy had now full two hours 
upon her hands after her brother left. her, 
to which flie had appointed mr. Munden 
to come to conduft her to the country- 
dancing, and as ihe had not feen mifs 
Mabel for a good while, aad had heard 
that lady had made- her Several vifits 
when fhe was not at home to receive 
them, fhe thought to take this opportu* 
nity of having nothing elfe to do, to re- 
turn t>art of the debt, 'which civility de- 
manded from her to her friend. — ^Accord- 
ingly Ihe fet out in a hackney coach, 
but met with< an accident by the way, 
which not only difappointed her intentions, 
but Ukewife ftruck a ftrange damp on the 
gaiety of her fpirits. 
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As they were driving pretty faft thrb* 
t narrow ftreet, a gentleman's chariot run 
full againft them, with fuch rapidity, 
diat Ixjth received a very great {hock, in- 
ibrnueh that the wheels were locked, and 
dt was not ' mthout fome difficulty, and 
die affiftance of feveral people, who fee- 
iag what had happened ran out of their 
^&ops a^ houfes, that the coachmen were 
^le to keep their horfes from going on ; 
*whieh had they done^ both the machines 
mtift iH€Vitfli)ly Jmve been torn to pieces : 
— there were two gentlemen in the cha- 
tibt,' Who immediately jumped out; — 
fliife Betfy fcreaming, and frighted almoft 
to "death, was alfo helped out of the 
«ach by a very civil tradefman, before 
%fe(tfe door the accident had happened; 
-^ he led * hcfr int6 his (hop, and made 
^lier fit dewft, while his wife ran to fetch 
<a»glafs of water, and fome hartfhorn 



" * 



* -Her extreme terror had hinderied her 
-ftom difcovering who was in the ^chariot, 
*%r whether any one was there, but the 
denoen having eroffed the way, and 
into the fame (hop, Ihe prefently 
the one to be fir Bazil Loveit, and 
other mr. Trueworth ; — her furprize 
^^^t of the latter was fuch as might 

have 
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have occafioned fome raillery, if it ha 
not been concealed under that which flx-^ 
had fuftained • before : — fir Bazil ap^Z" 
proached her with a very refpeftful bo\^y 
and made a haadfome apology for the] 
fault his man had committed, in n^^ 
giving way when a lady wais in the cpacK -, \ 
to which fhe modeftly replied, that' there ^ 
could be no fault where there was no de- 
lign of pflfending, — Mr. Trueworth then 
drawing near, with a very ccdd and re- 
ferved air told her, he hoped Ihe would 
receive no prejudice by the accident 

- * I believe the danger is now over^* 
faid Ihe, ftruck to the very heart at find- 
ing herfelf accofted by him in a mahner 
fo widely different from that to which 
fhe had been accuflomed : — fcarce h^ 
ihe the fortitude to bear the fhock it gave 
her •, but.fummoning to her aid all that 
pride and difdain could fypply her with, 
to prevent him from perceiving ho>vmuch 
fhe was afFefted by his behaviour : — « I 

* could not, however,' purfued fhe, with 
a tone of voice, peirfeftly ironical, * h^vc 

* expefted to receive any confolation un- 

* der this little difafler from mr. True- 

* worth J — I imagined, fir, that fome 

* weeks ago you had been repofing your- 

* ielf in chs delightiul bowers, -anfi fweet 

s * receiTes 
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* receflfes of your country ieat. — How 
' often have I heard you repeat with 
' pleafure thefe lines of mr. Addifoh*s ? 

" B^r me, ye gods ! to Umbria's gentle 

*' fe^ts, 
" Or hide me in fweet Bayia's foft rc- 

" treats. 

* Yet ftill I find you m this noify, 

* buttling town. — - She concluded thefe 
words with a forced fmile; which mr. 
Truewortji taking no notice of, replied, 
with the fame gravity as before, ' I pur- 

* pofed indeed, omdam, to have; returned 

* tp Oxfordfhire, but events then unfore- 

* feen have detained me.* 

While they werefpeaking, fir Bazil re- 
colle^ng the face of raifs:Betfy, which till 
now he baji not done,t:ried, * I think, ma - 
' damylhavehad'the honour of feeing you 

* before -this.'^^ ' Yes, fir Bazil,' replied 
Ihe, knowing very well he mc3«cd at 
mifs Forward's, ' you faw me oi^pfe in a 

* place, where neither you, nor any one 
' elfe, will ever fee me again, but I did 

* not then know the tjiarafter of the per- 

* fon I vifited :' To which fir Bazil only 
replying, that he believed fhe did nor, 
mr. Truewortli immediately rejoined, 

/;;^yi>i,. III. D that 
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that the moft cautious might be onct de- 
ceived. 

The emphafis with which he uttered 
the word once, made mifs Betfy- fee, that 
he bore ftill in mind the fecond error fhe 
had been guilty of, in vifiting that wo- 
man ; but (he had no time to give any 
other anfwer than a look of fcprn and in- 
dignation, fir Bazil's footman telling him, 
the chariot was now at liberty, and had 
received no damage ; on which the gentle- 
.men took their leave of her, mr. True- 
worth (hewing no more concern in doing 
fo, than (ir Bazil himfeif, or any one 
would have done, who never had more 
than a mere curfory acquaintance with her. 

She would not be perfwaded to go in- 
to the coach again, much lefs could (he 
think of going on her intended vifit, but 
defired a chair to be called, and went di- 
reftly home, in order to give vent to 
tho(e emotions, which may eafier be con- 
ceived, than reprefented. 
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CHAP. V. 

Seems to be calculated rather for the in- 
ftruSiion than entertainment of the 
reader. 

UOW great foever was the (hock mifs 
Betly had fuftained in this interview 
with mr. Trueworth^ neither did he think 
himfeif fmuch indebted to fortune, for 
having thrown her in his way ; — he had 
once Tdved her to a very high degree, 
and though the belief of her unworthi- 
nefs, — the fmid endearments of one wo- 
man, -^— and the real merits of another, 
had all; contributed to drive' that paflion 
from his bfeaft, yet as a wound but lately 
ctofcd is apt to bleed afrelh, bn every little 
accident, f6 there required no lefs than the 
vhofe ftock of the beautiful and difcreet 
'mij& Harriot's perfeftions, to defend his 
heart from feeling anew fome part of its 
bkvntt pain, on this fudden and unex- 
pefted attack. 

was it for him, that his judg- 

M^curred with his prefent inclina- 

that he had fuch unqueftionable 

^^for juftifying the.tranlition he had 

->! D z made 
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made of his afFeftions from oneobj- 
another, elfe might he have rekpfec 
a flame, which, if ever it had bee 
tended with gfny true fdicity, muft 
been pnrchafed at the expence of ai 
finity of previous difqiiiets. 

He was now become extremely 
verfant with the family of fir Baz 
vifited there almoft ev^ry day',, ^ 
wxll received by both the fifters, anc 
many opportunities of penetrating 
the real fentiments and difpofitioj 
mifs Harriot, which he fovirld to be 
as his moft fanguine wifbes • coiild 
formed for the woman ;t(| bebleit 
whom he would make 'choice of- 
wife. — When he compared the! 
temper, — the affability, — the ealfy 
affeded chearfulnefs, mixed w'i^h, 
coming Tefcrvc, : which that young 
teftified in all her words arid a6 
with the capricious turnSj — the pric 
the giddy lightnefs he had obferv 
the behaviour of mifs Betfy, his ad 
tion of the one was incre.afed by hi 
approbation of the other. 

How great a pity was ^it, ther* 
that a young lady, like mifs Betf 
formed by heaven and nature to I 
rendered ^ny man compieatly hj 
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50iag her,, inferior to her fair com- 
peticdr^L nfeitiier -in wit, beauty, or any 
perfofifiii,'^or acrquiped endowment, — her 
inclinations no lefs pure, — • her fenti- 
fflems as noble, .^— her difpofition equally 
\ generous and benign, ihauld, through her 
own inadveDiency,' defkoy all the merit 
of fo many ami^le qualities, and" for the 
fike o£: indulging the wanton vanity of 
aiitra«9tingimmvei;fal admiration, forfeit, 
JHTeality, thafe juft pretenfions to it, 
wliich. otherwifc file had been entitled 
froa» the deferving and difcerning few ! 

'^TiMr; Tniewojthvasthere^da? may have 
obfenred, did not all at oncte withdraw 
his afFeftions from the . firft objeft of 
them, nor tranfmit them to a fecond, but 
tan i)^ry; juffifiabfc motives/ — • The levity 
rfi nc^-Betfy^ -and other branches of ill 
j^oadii^^ ' had very ; much ■ weaned her 
from ibisr heart, fcefore the ^ivicked *arti- 
6^s of mifs Flora had rendered her quite 
otinteniptihle in his opinion, and had not 
ndaoily devoted himfelf to the beauties of, 
imifs, Harriot, . 'till he was well convinced 
ldiejpctfci-tions3af her mi^nd were fucb as 
Ij^ld^not faiV of fccuring the conqueft 
er eyes bad gained. 

did not howevei;. prefently declare 
^vjinihe faw the friiendlhip between 
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the two lifters would be fomewbat of an 
obftacjle to his hopes; — ?he had. heard 
. that mifs Harriot had rejefted ieveral ad- 
vantageous propofals of marriage, merely 
becaufe fhe would not be feparated from 
mrs. Wellair ; — he alfo found, that fir 
Bazil, though for- what reafon he could 
not guefs, feemed not very defirous d£ 
having his fifter dilpofed of : r*tr the only 
probable way, therefore, he thought of 
obtaining his wilhes, was to conceal thenp, 
'till he found the means of infinimting 
himfelf fo far into the good .graces, both 
ot the one and the ©ther, as to prevent 
them from 6pjM)iing whatever endeavours 
he Ihoqld make to engage their fifter t» 
liften to his fuit* 

* 

The ftratagem had all the eflfefl: for 
wHich it was put in praiftke : -r-r^ the. in- 
timacy he l^ad long ago contra<Sted with 
fir.Bazily nSw grew into fo perfedt :b 
friendfhip, that he fcarce Tuffered a day 
to paf$ without an invitation to his houie. 
.'T^ Mrs., Wellair expreflfed the higheft 
efteem and liking of Jkis con velfation, and 
mifs Harriot herfeif, Botr imagining of 
what confcquence evtry) word:, that fell 
from her was to him, faid a thoufaad 
obliging things on his account, particu- 
larly one day, after they had been finsing^ 
a two-part long together, * How x)fo^|. 
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cried fhe to her fitter, * ihall w« wifti tor 

* this gentleman, when we get into the 
' country, to aft th^ principal part in 

* our little operas !' 

All this he returned in no other manner, 
than any man would have done, who hacl 
no farther aim than to fhew his wit and 
gallantry: — fo much of his happinefs, 
iiKleed, depended upon the event, that it 
behoved him to be very cautious how he 
proceeded ; and it is likely he would not 
have ventured to throw off the mask of 
indifference fo foon as he did, if he had 
not been emboldened to it by an ur,ex- 
pefted accident* 

Among the number of thofe, who vi- 
fited the fifters of fir Bazil, tliere was a 
young lady called mrs. Blanchfield.; — 
file was born in the fame town with them, 
but had been fome time in^ondon, on 
account of the death of an uncle, who 
had left her a large fortune ; — fhe had 
a great deal of vivacity and good humour, 
which rendered both her perfon and con- 
verfation very agreeable ; — flie pafled in 
die eyes of moft people for a beauty, but 
i^r cnarms were little taken notice of by 
pfx Trueworth, though Ihe behaved to- 
B him in a manner, which would 
been flattering enough to a man of 
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more vanity, , or who had been lefs cn- 
grofled by the perfeAions of another. 

By what odd means does Fortune fome- 
times bring about thofe things fhe is de- 
termined to accomplifli ? — Who could 
haVe thought this lady, with whom mn 
Trueworth had no manner of concern, 
and but a flight acquaintance, fhould 
even, unknowing it hetfelf, become the 
happy inftrument ot having that done for 
him, which he knew not very well how 
to contrive for himfelf ; — yet fo it pro- 
ved, in efFed, as the reader will prefently 
perceive. 

Happening to call one morning on fir 
Bazil while he was drefling, *0! True- 
' worth,* faid he, 'I am glad you have 
' prevented me ; for I was juft going to 
' your lodgings : — I have fomething to 

* acquaint you with, which I fancy you 
' will think deferves your attention. — 
< I fuppofe, ' replied mr.v Trueworth, 

* you would not tell me any thing, that 

* was not really lb •, — but pray what is 
' it ?• 

* Why you have made a conqueft here 
« it feems,' refumed fir Bazil, ' and may 

* fay with Caefar, * Veni, Vidi, Vici/ — 

* — Prithee how did you fleep laft night ? 

' —Did 
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' — Did your guardian angel, or no 

* kind tatfing ftar, give you notice of 
^ your approaching happinefs, that you 
^ might receive the bleffing with mode- 

* ration ?' — Mr. Tfueworth, not able to - 
conceive what it was he meaned, but 
imagining there was fome myftery con- 
taified in this raillery, defired him to ex- 
plain-, * for,"feidhe, * the happinefs you 
pfomife cannot come tod Toon/ 

* You wiH think fo* replied fir BaziJ, 

* when I tell you, a fine' lady, — a cele- 

* brated toaft, and a forcun^ of twenty 

* thoufend pounds in her own hands, is 

* fallen in love with you.' — * With me ?* 
^ried mr. Trueworth, ' you are rnerry 
*' this ihorning, fir Baz!l.' — ' No faith, 

* I am ferious,' relumed the other ; ' the 

* lady I fpeak of is mrs. Blanchfield : — • 

* I have heard her fay abundance of hand- 
^'fome things of you myfelf, — fuch as, 
fthat you were a very fine gentleman, 
^* — that you had a great deal of wit, — 

* lung well; — but my filters tell me,^ 

* that when ihe is alone with them, Ihe 

* afk$ a thoufand qucftions about you, 
^'irld'irr fine' talks of nothing elfe ; — ■ fo 

* that, accordirig to this account, a very 

V f little couttfliip would ferve to make you 

"f^l^^t borii of her perfon and fortune. 
•— — jaij^^^ l^y you?' 

D 5 ^ That 
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* That I am neither vain enough to be- 

* iieve,^ anfwered mr. Trueworth, ' nor 

* ambitious enough to delire fuch a thing 

* fhould be reaL' — * HowJ- —• cried 
fir Bazil, in fome furprife •, - — ' why fhe 

* is reckoned one of the fineft women in 

* town V — has wit, — good nature, — -» is 

* of a gQod family, and ,an unblemifhed 

* reputation •, — then Her fortune, — 

* though I know your eftate fets yoir 

* above wanting a fortune with a wife, 

* yet I muft tell you a fortune is a verj^ . 

* pretty thing, — children may come, 
' and 2f younger brood muft be provided 

* for/ 

* You argue very reafonably indeed,' 
replied mr» Trueworth ; * but pray/ pur- 
fued he, ^ as you are fo fenfible of this 

* lady's perfedtions,. how happened it, 

* that you never made ypur addrefles to . 
^ her yourfelf ? ' — ' I was not fure (he 

* would like me fo well as fhe does you,' 
faid he j. ' befides,. to let you into the 
' fpcret, my heart was engaged before I 

* ever faw her face, anjd my perfon had 

* been fo too by this time, but for an 

* unlucky rub in my way.* j 

« What ! fir Bazil, honourably in love,! 
cried mr. Trueworth*^ -— * Aye, Charle^j/ 

^ thecif 
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* there is no relifting deftiny,* anfwcred 
he ; — * I that have ranged through half 

* the fex in fearch of pleafure^ — doated 

* on the beauty of one, — the wit of ano- 

* ther, — admired by turns their different 
' charms,, have at laft found one in whom 

* all I could wifh in woman is comprized y 

* and to whom I am unalterably fixed, 

* beyond even, I think, a pofllbility oT 

* change*' 

* May I be trufted with the name of 

* this admirable perfon,* faid mr. True- 
worth, * and what impedes your happi.- 
•' nefs ?' — ' You ihall know all,' replied 
fir Bazil ; — ' in the firft place^ flie is 

* called mifs MabeL* — ' What! niiis 

* Mabel of Bury-ftreet,* cried mr. True- 
worth, haftily ?' — ' The fame,' replied 
fir Bazil : — * you know her then ?' — 

* I have feen her,.' fajd mr. Trueworth, 

* in company with a lady I vifited fomc 

* time ago, and believe fhe is, in reality,, 
' the original of that amiable pidure you. 

* have been drawing.' 

« It rejoices me, however, that yoa 
V approve my choicV f^id fir Bazil ;. 

* but her father is, without exception^. 

* the moft fordid,, avaritious wretch 
.* breathing > — he takes more pleafure in^ 
^counting over his bags,, than in the hap- 
r^^ V D 6 *• pine& 
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pinefs of an only child ; :; — he fecms 
glad of an alliance with me, — en- 
courages my pretenfions to his daugh- 
ter, — is ready to give her to me to- 
morrow if I pleafc ; yet refufes to part 
with a fingle fhilling for her portion, 
till he can no longer keep it ; — 
- that is, he will fecure to me ten thou- 
fand pounds after his deceafe-; and adds, 
by way of. cajole, that, perhaps, he 
will then throw in a better penny ; but 
is politively determined to make no di- 
minution of his fubftance, while he 
lives. — Thefc,' continued he, ' are the 
only terms on which he will give his 
^confent, and this it is, whick has lb 

* long delayed my marriage.* 

Mr. Trueworth could not here forbear 
making fome reflexions oh the cruelty 
and injullice of thofe parents, who rather 
than divide any part of their treafures 
with thtir children, fufFer them to let 
flip the only crifis that could make their 
happjnefs. — After which, fir Bazil went 
on in his difcourfe. 

' It is not,* faid he, * that I would not 
« gladly accept my charming girl on the 

* conditions the old mifer ofiers, or even | 

* without any future hopes of what he 

* promifes to do for her j but I am ii^ j 

* un- 
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* unhappily circumftanced as to be under 
' a neceffity of Having ready mpney with 

* a wife : — old fir Bazil, my father, 

* gave my elder fifterlix thoufend pounds 
' on her marriage with mr. Wellair, and, 
' I fuppofe to Ihew his afFeftion to both 

* his daughters was equal, bequeathed at 

* his death the' fame fum to Harriot, and 
' this to be charged on the eftate, not- 
^wkhftanding ic was then undfer fom^ 

* other incumbrances : — flie can make 

* her demand, cither on coming of age, . 

* or Off the day of marriage, which ever 

* happcfn^ firft ; the one indeed is threfe 

* years' diftant, fhe being but eighteen, 

* but who knows how foon the otheir 
' may happen ? -*- *Tis true, Jfhe feemi 

* at prclent quite averfe to changing her 
' condition-, but that is not to be de- 

* pcnded upon, — all young women are 

* ^t to talk* in that ftrain •, but when 
' once the favourite man comes in view, 
^ away at once with refolution and vir- 

* ginity.* 

Mh Trueworth now ceafed to wondef 
at the little fetisfaftion fifr Bazil had fliewrl, 
on any difcourfe that cafuaMy happened 
concerning love or marriage to mifs Har- 
riot; and nothing could be n>ore lucky 
"^ hirti than this difcovery of the caufe, — 
l&undbyit that one obftacle, at leaft, to 

his 
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his hopes might eafily be removed, and 
that it was in his own power to convert 
efttirely to his inter-eft, that which had 
feemed to threaten the greateft oppofition 
to it. 

A moment's confideration fufliced to 
make him know what he ought to do, 
and that a more favourable conjuncture 
could not poffibly arrive, for his declaring 
the paflion he had fo long concealed : — ^ 
^ Methinks, fir Bazil,' laid he,, after a 

* very Ihort paufe, ' there is not the leaft 

* grounds for any apprehenfions of the 
^ inconvenience you mention : — ^ who- 

* ever has in view the poffeflSon of mifs 
f Harriot, muft certainly be too much 

* taken up with his approaching happi- 

* nefs to think of any thing befidcs.* 

• Ah friend,* cried fir Bazil,. « you 

* talk like one ignorant of the world.' ^ — 

* I talk like one who truly loves,' replied 
mr. Trueworth, * and is not ignorant of 

* the merit of her he loves ; — and now,* 
continued he, perceiving fir BazH looked 
a little furprifed, * I will exchange fe- 

* crets with you, . and for the one you 
^ have repofed in me, will erftruft you 

* with another, v/hich has never yet ef- 

* caped my lips : — I love your charm-' 

* ing iiller j — the firli moment I behel 
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•her, made me her adorer ^ — her affa- 
' hility^ --^ her modeft fweetnefs^ — hec 
' unaffefted wity — her prudence, — the 

* thoirfand virtues of her mind have fince 

* confirmed the expreffions that her beauty 

* made, and I am now all her*s.' 

As' fir Bazil had never difcovered any 
thing in mr. Trueworth's behaviour, that 
could giye him the leaft caufe to fuft 
what now he was fo fully informed of by 
his own confeffion, he was very much 
aftoniflied, *^ Is it poffible V cried he, * are 

* you in earneft, and do you really love 

* Harriot?* — ? * Yes, from my foul I do/ 
replied mr. ^Tru^^worth, ' aiid wilh no 
^ other blefikio; this fide heaven than to 

* obtain her: — as to the fix thoufand 
' pound you ipeak of, I neither ftiould 

* demand, nor would accept it, 'till well 

* affured the payment of it waa quite agrees 

* able to the fituation ot your aflfairs,* 

* Would you then marry Harriot with 
^^ iiothing/ ^j(l fir Bazil, ^ or what iff 

* jtantamount to nothing, a fmall for- 
jl tone,, sand t^,^t tao be paid difcreti9nary^ 
Sj^l^j^r than Jiir^f^ Blanch^f 14 with twenty 
^M^^s^if^ IpeCie?'-^ 
liNottonly rather than mrs. Blanchfield„' 

mr^ Trueworth^ ^ but than any 
^ ' ^ other 
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* other woman in the worlds with all 

* thofe thoufands muitipliedimormilfions/ 



\ (.; 



''Amazing love and geiierofity4^^criecf 
fir Bazii with fome Tehemente ; -— ^ tobld 

* fhe be eapabte of refufing-, ffiewereun- 
« worthy of you ; — but this you may be 

* affured of, that if all' the itiftuence I 

* have over^fter can engage/hfer to^ bd 
' yours, 'fhe flisilT be fo.* -^MtllTtMit^ 
worth could teftily the tranl^ort tfiiS 
proimfe gave hini no- otherwise thail By 
a warm eml^aee, faying, at the fame 
time, ' Dear, fir Bazil !*— ' Yesj' re- 
joined that gentleman^ ' tapve my llflef 

* fuch a hnfband as mr. TrttiWorHhi I 

* would put my&if to Bt thuth greater 

* inconvenience than 'the prbmpt pay- 

* ment of her fortune, artdj fhalKnot abmle 

* your generous: offer by— »^' : * I will 
*- not hear ae Word on that h6kd,* cried 
mr. Trueworth, h^flfflfjr interrliptftig hitn, 

* and if you would add to the favours 
* /you have • already eoiifferred lipon me, 

* do not even think of it : — -pUffue your 

* inclinations with the defcrving object: 

* of tHemf, and be aJs^Happy with liberal 
« I ho* td^b&'^OirCm^^iiMr ffffchdly 
7^ aflTiflah'cii wit!P\lW adbr^e W^^Hk- 
^'t*iOt/-''- • ■ ''^'^'' '--^'^ '^-''* - ^' -''^ ''^*'- * 
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Here enfued a litde conteft between 
them ; — fir Bazil was afliamed to accept 
that proof of friendlhip mr. Trueworth 
proffered, but the many arguinents he 
made ufe of, joined to the confideration 
of his own eafe, at lalt prevailed v after 
which fir Bazil told him, the ladies were 
g<me to the (hops, in order to make fome 
purchafes they wanted, but that he would 
take the firfl: opportunity on their return, 
to acquaint his fitter with the fentiments 
he had for her, and appointed to meet 
him at the chocolate-houfe in the evening, 
to let him know the fuccefs. 



ir^&f^^lPHi^^m^^C^JFftZ^/A 
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^bews the different operations of the fame 
paJJioHy in perfons of different prin^ 
ciples and difpqfitions. 

C I R Bazil had very much at heart the 
• accQmplifliment of the promife hfe 
bad made xo mr. Trueworth, and indeed 
no one thing could have feemed more 
Arange than that of his being otherwife^ 
fo many reafons concurred to cn- 

)m integriiqr : -^ be had a i^friend- 

' -^p Ihip 
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Ihip for the perfon, who defired his aflif- 
tance, there were nonie among all his ac- 
quaintance for whom he had a greater 
regard, or who fhared more of his good 
wifhes r — the natural afFeftion he had 
for his fitter made him rejoice in the op- 
portunity of feeing her fo happily dif- 
pofed of, and the particular intereft of his 
own paffion, might well render him not 
only fincere, but alfo. zealous in promot- 
ing an affair, which would fo fully aniwer 
all thefe ends. 

The firft breaking the matter to mifs 
Harriot he looked upon , as the greateft 
difficulty ; for he doubted not but when 
once a belief of mr. Trueworth's inclina- 
tions was properly inculcated in her, his 
amiable perfon, and fine qualities, would 
enable him to make his way, as a lover> 
into a . heart, which had already a high 
efteem for him as an acquaintance* 

He refolded, however, not to delay 
mailing the difcovery, and his fitters 
coming home foon after, he ran out of 
his dreffing-room, and met them as they 
were going up ftairs into their own cham- 
ber, with a whole cargoc of filks, and 
other things they had been buying : — 
* Hold, hold,* cried he, not fuffering 
them t4||pafs, * pray come in here,' and 
;f! * let 
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* kt me fee what i>argaiiis ' yoiJ have 

* been making ?' — * What underftand- 

* ingcan you^ that are a 4)afchd[or, have 
f. * in ^hcfe things P faid mrs. Wellair, 

laughing. — ' I have the more need then 

* of bdi^ infoitmed/ rcpticd he, * that 

* I may DC the better abk to judge both 
Srf tl^ fency and frugality of my wife, 

* .whenever I ani fo happy to get one.* 

' Well, well, I know all you men 

* muft be humoured,* faid mrs. Well air, 
in the fame gay. ftrain : — * come, fifter, 
f let- us unpack, our bundles.* — With 
thc& wo£ds they both went in, and the 
fervant who folkwed . them with the 
things,, having laid them down on a table^ 
withdrew. 

The ladies then began to open their 
parcels, and fir Bazil gave his opinion 
firft of one thing, and then erf another, 
as they were fhewn to him, 'till mils Har- 
riot, difplaying a roll. of wety rich white 
damalk, * to which of you, doe^ this be- 
^( Jteng ?*t faidifir B^il. ^*-^ ' To me,* an- 
fwereti flie. -r*^ • Hah ! .-*-::l'im'^ad on it; 
f :liqpi(m my foul,* /rejoined he : •^— * this 
1 lis an omen of nmkriage, my dear fifter : 
\ will lay my life upon it; that you 
:opne a bride in. this gown.* ■— • I 
:tfifft find theiiB^nitd make mefo»* 

cried 







crie4 Ih^/briflCly, -?4 ':He/is?GOt very: far 

' is.fownd he touft Vait : till nrjr mind 
> com^sjto me, afid^that, T belieysej will 
' nQt b^ in t\m wt^tiiiQ ;of this goswi . ' 



n . 



. ^ I ^a^a of aidi%re!it>way af-thinkiii^/ 
fai4 he, . foiiacw|iat:xiioit igmueiy thanl be- 
fore ; — ^ what would you fay if I fliould 

* tell you, that one oi the ^fineft, moft 
' accompiiflaed men in Eoixype- is fallen 
' defpgratcly in love iwith , you, - and has 

* engaged Bie to be his.iniiercefiRDrii^-i»''l 
^, ftiQilld l^notfeingy* anlMfeAflie^ ihiit 
^ tiiat you have a inintd:to:di'V«rryoQrfeH^ 

* aad put) me out of lujaiour wicfc my 

* new gown, by your converting it ilit« 
' a hyerogliphic. — In ipeaking thefe 
words flie catchcd, up hdir fdk^. and *-ran 
haftily up; ftairs, leaving mre. >SBeilaii 
^d her hrether together^ i • v 

* Poor Hairiot,' feid fir BazilV aftei 
flie was gone,. * I have put her to tht 
^ blufli with' t-he very nariie of matri- 
f" mony j *-»- but-I-afflirciyourCfl«ri* coiw 
tinued he to tnts. WelWirp 'vche dii^ig 1 

* have mentioned is feriousi'^-^ * Indeed ? 
cried that lady in fome furprife. •— ' Yes 

* up^i my hpmmr,' refumed he, * th 
^, gentlemami L mew bad notlefrmeabov^ 
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' a quarter of an hour before you came 

* Hi, .aod i C2uiUeH> yearns one whom you 

* know/ — -^^\M: X kiKiw him,* replied 
ihe» ^wr ^ p^nfef ! ^ Irfancyil nedd not ht 
'at aoy J^fs to jgiicfs his name, by the 
' <iefeription you have given me of him ; 
' fori have fecn no man fince n^ycoming 

* tO'towa^ .^irbo lb wett deferves thofe enr 
Vcomiunia as mr. Trueiralth.* — ' I arti 
' gladsyou think fo/ faidfir Bazil 5 * for 

* I am certain your jiudgiVrent will go a 

* gfcat way with /Harriot ^, — he is, in 

* foftv the perfon I have been fpeaking 

* of, and is fo every way deferving of 
' my^flftA'iafieftion, that fhe muft not 

* only be : t^ moft infenfible creature ih 
V the world, but alfo the greateft eneifty 

* to her own intereft and happinefe, tb 

* refufe himf/ 

He thjhn repeated to her dl tJie c'ofii^ 
verikiKlm he Ihad that morhing > Widh Y^f. 
-Truewoith', the aiifwers that geMlertiah 
had given him to the propo^ion he had 
made on mrs. Blanchfield's account ; — - 
his, deciap4ck)n of ihis pdffioil for mife Har- 
tiotj ttnieycry dthir ^partitoiar, fejft^t- 
ing tfiat M the non-payment of ^ Iter foi"- 
hine^^u' and that hdxoncealed only b^fcaufe 
,^hwooW riot be fufpefted to have beeh 
dfcy:it, to rfay^ tnore^f his' ft-iend 
he i^ly. merited. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs; Wellair was ciifually charmed and 
aftoniftied at this repbrt, arid on fir Bazll'3 
telling her> that rrtrJ Trueworth was under 
fome apprchenfions, that the pleafure fhe 
took in having her fitter 'with her j would 
be an impediment to his defires, fhe very 
gravjsly replied, that fiie was very forry 
mr.TTueworth fhould imagine, me was 
fo wanting in uriderftanding, or true af- 
feftion to her fitter, as for the felf-fatis- 
faftion of her company, to offer any thing 
in oppofition to. her intereft or happinefs. 



t ) 



After this they had a good deal! of dif- 
courfe together, concerning mr. True- 
worth's family and fortune, the particu- 
lars of both which fir Bazil was very well 
acquainted with, and mrs, Wellair being 
thoroughly convinced by wliat he faid of 
tkc ,many' 'advantap:< :.5:i6:.the alliance pro- 
ppfed, afl^red him, ih the ftrongeft terms 
Ihe waS'^bte,: that fhe would do every 

thing in her power to promote it. 

'I ■ • ■ .• - ... 

* FU entertaift h^r oh this fubjeft while 
« we ere dlreflBng,' • faid^ f|ie ; >-;^ : « ytour 
« pleaftntry on, the whitjc datealk rwill fuv^ 
^ nifh me wiith! an excellent pretence ; *«- 1 

* fhall begin in the fame flrain you did,, 

* and then proceed to a ferious aarratlvi 

* of all you have been telling pie, reh 
. - ' Mnj 
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* ing to mr. Trueworth ; to which I fhall 
' add my own fentiments of the amiable- 
' nefs of his perfon, parts, and accom- 
' plijBiments, and fet before her eyes, in 

* the light it deferves, the generofity of 

* his pafliori, in refufing lb great a for- 

* tune as mrs. Blanchfield for her fake, 

* and the refpeftfulnefs of it, in not dar- 

* ing to declare himfelf, till he had en- 

* gaged the only two, who may be fup- 
' pofed to have any influence over her, 
' in favour of his fuitZ 

* I know,* faid fir Bazil, * that you 

* women are the fitteft to deal with one 
' another, — therefore, as I le« you are 

* hearty in the caufe, fhall wholly depend 

* on your management; — but hearkye, 
^ filter,' continued he, perceiving Ihe was 
going out of the room, * I have one 

* thing to add, — I an\ to meet True- 

* worth at the chocolateJioufe this even- 
« ing J — -he will be impatient for the fuc- 

* cds of the promife I have made him ; 

* — now you know we Ihall b^ve a great 

* deal of company at dinner to-day, and 

* I jiiay not have an opportunity of 

* fpeaking to you in private befol^ the 

* time of my going to him 5-^-^ for fll^t 
^ realbn we mull have fome watch, wo^ 
> beinf^een us, that may give an intimi-x^ 

t : , * tion \ 
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* tion in general, ' how Harriot . receives 
' what; you have faid to her/ 

< bh, that iseafy,' cried mrs. Wellair, 

« as thus, — yovi ftiall take an occafiorn 

' either at table, or any time when you |'isJ 

. « find it moft proper, to afk me, how I 

( < do ? and by W anfwer to that queftioD, 

* you will be able to judge what fuccefe 
« I haye had.* — ' V^iy right,' replied 
fir Bazil, ' and I will be fure to obferve/ 
— There paiTed np " more between them, 
fhe went diredtly up flairs to do as fhe 
bad faid, *and fir B^zil to pay his morn- 
ing vifit to mif3 Mabel, as he uftially did I* 
every day. . - ^ 

The humours of thefe two worthy per- 
foHs, were extremely well adapted to 
-make each othpr bappy : — ^fir Bazil was 
gay, but he w^s perfeftly fincerej — 
anifs Mabel had a ^eat deal of foftaefs 
in her nature?^ but it was entirely under 
the direfti^H of her prudence; — -fhe re- 
turned the pafTion of her lover with equal 
iendern^fs, yet would not permit the gra- 
* tifiGatisifn of it, /till eVery.. thing th^ 
threjjtcned an iriterruption of their mutual 
^^fe fhould be removed. -^- Sir Bazil 
^ade no fccret of his affairs to her ; -^ 
^.fce knew very well, that he defired 
y more at prefent of her father than 






fix thoufand pounds, charged on Juis el^te 
for mifs Harriot's fortune, and as the old 
gentleman tellifed the Iiiglieft efteem for 
Eim, and fatisfaftion in the propofed 
match, fhe flattered her felf, tliat he would 
At laft confept to fo re^fonable a requeft, 
but, till he did fo, ren^ained firm in her 
refolutioi\ of denying both her own, and 
lover's wifhes. ** 

The i^afure with which they always 
&¥ each other, was now however greatly 
enhanced by his acquainting her With the 
almoft-afliired hope he had, that the dif- 
ficulty,'* which had ^o long kept them 
. afunder, would be fbon got over, and hp 
.fhopld .have theUnexprefl^ble fatisfa^ion 
of complying with the conditions JVer f^- , 
ther had propofedi without the^leafTdan- 
ger of incurring any ineonv^niqoce to 
hiaifelf. 

'The clock ftrikin^twp, he waj.^l^liged 

fioj^ve hqr, .^nd go homa.to recqiv^ the 

ponipany he expeftedj/4- he. behavra 

an^ong his friends with his ^accuftom^d 

^•^'^ty, but calling his eyes frei^uently 

^ds mife Harriot,, he imagined he 

*. certain gloom upon lier counte- 

• «w^^ fmade.,.^imJ'ear^ft^ f^^ the 

^,^^*W^iair's ip^liput^ till 

' ^^^'^ ,^^x^ti^tx\t }^mt/^n h^i 

E '-'/ ^ and 
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and that lady, he cried out haftily to her, 

* How do you do, filler ?* To which (he • ^ 
anfwered, with a fmile, * As well as can 

* be expe<5ted, brother ;* — and then to 
prevent mifs Harriot, or any one elfe 
from, wondering what (he meant by {o 
odd a reply, added, * after the ugly jolt 

* I have had this nK)rning over London j 

* ftones in a hackney coach.' 

Sir Bazil eafily xinderftood, that by the I 
words, * As well as can be expeftcd,* his j 
fifter meaned as much as could be hoped ^ 
for, from the firft attack on a maid fo 
young and innocent, as mifs Harriot, and 
doubted not but that fo favourable a be- 
ginning would have as fortunate a con- 
clufion. 

Thofeguefts who had dined with him,- 
flayed lupper alfo, but that did not hin- 
der him irom fulfilling his engagement 
with mr. True worth ; — he begged they 
. would excufe a ifhort excurfion, which he 
faid he was obliged to make, on cxtraor* 
jdinary bufinefs, and accordingly went at 
riie time appointed for the meeting that 
gentleman, 

Mr. Tryeworth received the intelll 
he brought him, widi tranlports 
jting the fyiceri^ of his paflSon y 
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bought he had little to apprehend, 
fince mrs. Wellair vouchfafed to becoiAe 
his advocate. — * It is certainly,' faid fir 
Bazil, * greatly in her power to forward 
the completioa of your wifhes, as it was 
to hare obftru6led dKin ; •— but, my 
dear friend,' continued he, * there is no 
time to be loft :*^ the bufinefs that 
brought my fillers to town will foon be 
over, and mrs. Wellair will then be oa 
the Wiog to^ get home to her hufbaild 
and family^, ^*— you muft dine with rtie 
to-morrow ; — I fh^dl be able by thtit 
time to learn die particulars of Harriot's 
behaviour, on her firft hearing ao at- 
I * count of the affeftion with wiijch ydu 
I * honour her, and by that you may the 
[ * better judge how to proceed.' — This 
I was the fubftance of all . the difcourfe 
1 thi^ had tc^ether at that time ; — fir 
■ Bazil went honue, and mn Truewdrth 
adjourned to a coSee-houfe, where he 
met with , fomething not very pleafihg to 
tL faioiiL^^it wM fi letter from mils Plora^ 
V contaimng thefe lines ; 

&\ To CflARL£s Truiworlh, Efq; 

ty dear Truewortb^ 
\SL ^fiich you ftill are, and ever muft 
Ij^tW-my fond doating heart, though 
li^HO much caufe to tear you ceftfe 
^ E 2 * to 
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,*.to ^ifh it^ — elfe why this cuuei ab- 

^ fence ? •— I have not feen you thel^ 

i*: three days ! - — ah age to one thait loves 

* like me. r— I am racked to deaths wifli 
, * the apprehenfions of the motives of fo 

' unexpe<Sie4 a negleit ; — if my perfdn 

* or paffion Were unworthy your i^^ard, 

* why did you accept them with fuch eh- 

* chanting foftriefcP^^-i- ahd if I ever hid 
« ariy place in yoiir' afFeftiqn, what hate 
« I done io forfeit it? -^But fure ydu 
« cannot think of abamioning nie 1 — bf 

* leaving me to all the horrors of de^iir 
. « and (hamc ! — No, . — tis impbflible,-^ 

••. ingratitude confifts not with that ftrM: 
. * honour you pretend to, and that HHII 

* flatter myfelf you are in reality pdf- 
*i feflfed of: H— you vml^ have had foilic 

* bufinels,> — but how poor a thing is 
« bufinefs when compared with love ! -^ 
•And I may reply with our Ei^lflh 
.♦ Sappho^ in one of her amDrous epiftlesj 

^r •« Bufmefs you feign, but did-youiovc 
** like me, 
** I Ihould your moft important bufi' 
"^^ nefe be/ 

. « But whither does my harrying l^irit 

* tranfport me ? ^^If I am ftill lb " 

* to retain any fhare of your 
». h^ve faid top much j if J am npii 
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1^ can fey will be ineffeftual to mov^'yOtj^. 
n — I fhall, therefore, only tell you, that- 

* I can live no longer witliout feeing yoif, 

* and will call on you at the cofFee-houfe 

* this evening about, eight, till when I 

. '^iThough in the ut^noft diftraftion, 
'< My-xiear, dear Trueworth, ^ 

' Your paflionately tender, 

* And devoted fervant, 

' F. Mellasik; 

*TiSl: Having hfapd you fay letters were 
' * l^^r yoy at Vhis place, and that vqu 
• ftepped in Dnce* or twice ffvery day, 
\.f I tlKmght^ it more prbper to 4ireft 
, f for vojiUere^ thian at your own Icdg- ; 
- i inffs. -TT Once rmore aqieu, --^ D^not 

Sp^cis^ di?4W|ng,his cqrtajns at the dea4 
. ^Ig^t, iaS^ iiiQcked mr. jt'ruewortK 
-e tjaaxi this epiftle 5 -—he' had indeed 
|<4|9^inorf t^ari any man, of his age 
^ij|i|l:iti^ done,, if 

|^5^,|n ^^e.gifnnef lic^'h been, yet 

^^^^W little thjs unhappy creature 
J^i^^fik^ ii^bjaaida, and tho* 

*^ 3 now 
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now fwallowed up in his honourabrc'af-i 
fieftions for mifs Harriot, yet he was~t6o 
humaiie and too generous not to pity; the 
extravagance of a flame he was no longc!r 
capable of returning \ — he wanted her 
to know there was a neceffity forlthcfr 
* parting, but knew not how to do it with- 
out driving her to extremes : — he hated 
all kind ot diffimulation, and as neither 
his honbur, nor his inclination, would 
permit him to continue an amorous cor- 
rcipondence with her, he was very hiuch 
at a lofs how to put an end to it, without 
letting her into the real caufe, which as 
yet he thought highly improper to do/ 

Ir coft him fome time in debating with- 
in himfelf how he fhould behave, in an 
affair which was indeed, in the j^relent 
fituation of his heart, pretty perplexing ; 
•—he confidered mifs Flora as a*^oman 
rf condition, •^-as one who tenderly loved 
him, and as one, who, on both thefe ac- 
counts, it would not become him to af- 
front ; — he reflefted alfo, that a woman 
who had broke through all the rules of 
\artue, modefty, and 'even common de- 
cency for the gratification of hef W''^^ 
defires, might, when denied that gr^*" 
cation, be capable of taki " h 
as might not only expbfe '^ 

ra6ler^ but with it fo m? 
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might ruin him with mifs Harriot j — he 
found it therefore highly neceflary to dif- 
guife his fentiments^ and aft towards her 
ID fuch a manner as fhould wean her af- 
fcftions from him by degrees, without 
his feeming to intend, or wilh for fuch an 
events 

He had but juft come to this determi- 
nation when he was told from .the bar, 
that a lady in a hackney coach defired to. 
fpeak with him ; ■ — he went direftly ta 
her, but inftead of ordering the man ta 
iive to any particular houfe, bid him 
drive as flowly as he could round St.. 
James's Square. 

. This vfry much ftartling her, fhe afked 
^un what he meaned ? — « Are all the^ 
• teufes of entertainment in the town,'^, 
liud flie, * fltut up, that we muft talk to 
CfM^e another in me ftreet ?' — ' It is im- 
*^,^flible.for me, madam,' anfwered he,. 
f-;tp have the pleafure of your company! 
^%^v& evening, — - I am engaged witn 
jentlemcn at the houfe where you 
me, and h^ye given my promife 
jkx^xn in ten minutes.'— Thefe words, 
MBujeferved tone in which he fpoke 
" %bed her to the heart, — ' Un- 
i^ isxan !' cried fhe, * is it thus 
th^ mod tender and ardent 
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^ paflion that ever was ?'-^ ' Ycni ladies,' 
laid he, * when once you give way to th^ 
^ Toft impulfe, are apt to devote your- 
! felve^ too much to it ; but nieft have i 

* thoufand other amufements, which al! 

* claim a fhare in the variegated fcenes of 
^ life i — I am forry, therefore, to* find* 

* you difquieted in the manner your letter 

* intimates. — Ldve fhould be nurfed by 

* laughing, eafe, and joy, four difconten^ 

* reproaches, and complaint?, deform its 
^ native beauty, and render that a curfe,- 
^ which otherwife -V^Ould be the greaceft 

* of our bieffings^-^I beg you, thefe- 

* forc,^ continued he, "W'ith fomewhat 
more foftnefs in his voice, for youf cmti 

* fake, to moderate this vehemence ; r— be 

* affured I will fee you as oftenr as pof- 
\ Able, and Ihall always think of yot) 

* with the regard I ought to do/ 

Perceiving Ihe Ivas in very great 
agonies, he threw 'his arms about her 
waifte, and gave her a very afieftionate 
faiute, which, though iiO more tlian what 
a brother might have offered to a fifter, 
a little mitigated the force of her grief: 
— ' I fee I am undone,' cried fhe ; — »- * I 

* have loft your heart, and am the moft 

* wretched creature upon earth V — * *I3b 
< not fay fo,' replied he j— ^ * I never cto 
^ be ungrateful for the favoui* you hii^ 




MJ^ BfersV Troughtlbss. Si 

* beftowed upon me y but difcretion ought 
^ to be obferved in an amour fuch a& 
' our*s : — I have really fome affairs' upoa 

* ray hands^ wl^ich. fpr a tipe will very 

* much engrofs^ me,— makcyourfelf eafy 

* thien,--r- r^fume that gaiety, /which ren- 
' ders you fo agreeable to the world,, and- 

* depend upon it,, that tp make me happy 
^ you -mull be foyourfeff;* • — - * Wneo. 

* then ftiall I fee you,* cried ihe^ ftili 
weeping and hanging on his breaft ? — — 

* Ai fobn ai tohvi^ftience^pjsrmits I wiU 
' fend to you/ faid he, « out there is ai 
^ neceflity for my teaming you at prefcnt:.* 

'iHc then called to.thd coachman to 
dav^ felcfc to th^' houfd where We had ta- 
ken him Up. i^Itlfiitot't^ -fee dbubte^ 
but (he made ufe of all the rhetoric o£ 
defperate dying love, and every other art: 
fee was mifttm of, to engage him to pre- 

&t fome rim^^for «hbit meeting ; but he 
WG^d Q0C fttffer bimfelf tfo^be prevailed! 
upon^fb^faiTf^d he k^:het with no other 
OOllfei^dOn tji^ a fecojfid emWate, little*^ 
idilSle#"^&ridie foriiifef . had beenf,, ^tfd a> 
repetition of the promife he had mad©: 
<f writing to her in a Ihort^ time.. 
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CHAP. Vll. 

May be caUed^ an appendix to the for^ 
thery as it contains only feme pajfages 
fubfequent to the preceedlng occur^^ 
r^nceu 



XfJ HAT paifl (beverthe ^kkI nature 
and , gencFofity of . nt^. Trueworth^ 
had -made him fyffer^ at fighjt^of the un- 
fortunate mifs Flora*s diffrefs,-it'was diA 
%a^d by recalling to his mind the p&afr 
iog idea fir B^ii had inipired in bim^ of 
^ceeding in his wilh£;s with the amiable 
mife. Harri^ot^ 

What deep he had that night, doubt* 
kfe,. preirnted him with AOthing but the 
4elig^ful im^gpes. of approaching joys,, 
and, poffiWy, might giye him fome infr. 
timajtion of what was m thofe momenft. 
^ovB%i f^wc him, bv tfepf^ wJ^Q wcrq m^ 
ipg for his interefl:^ 

Mrs^ Weltair, wha was extremely 
^ous how ihe undertook any things 
fi^t^ beiQg fully' GOoyiiRDCed it was; ^ 
Mdno Ub indubious in accom^i 
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whatever fhe had once unciertook, had 
employed all the: time fhe had, with her 
fiffetcfOTC <&ifter, m reprcfcnting to her^ 
in the moft pathetic terms, the pafllon 
mr. Trueworth had for her, — the extra- 
ordinary merits he was poffefled of, and 
the many advantages of an alliance with 
him J but mifs Harriot was modeft to 
that excefs, that to be told, though from 
the mouth of a fitter, fhe had infpired 
any inclinations of the fort fhe mentioned, 
gave her the utmofl confufion ; — fhe had 
not confidered the differences of fexes, and 
could not hear that any thing in her had 
reminded others of it, without blufhing : 
— the effefts of her beauty gave her ra- 
ther a painful than a pleafing fcnfation, 
and fhe was ready to die with fhame at 
what the mofl part of women are fludi- 
ous to acquire, and look on as their 
greatefi glory. 

She offered nothing, howevei? i^ c^ 
poiitioh to what mrs. Wellair had faid, 
a)hcerhihg the perfon, or amiable quali- 
ties bf mr. Trueworth j neither indeed 
toKflhe awill to do it; — fhe had been 
4Wfy? highly pleafed with his converfa- 
* ' i^.and nad treated him with the fanie 
* it Treedom fhe did her brother, ' ' 
'now afraid, that it was her 
X<§bim in this manner, that 
*^ E 6 en- 
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encouraged him to thinkof making his 
addrefles to her as a loVer ; -»- (he looked 
back with regret on every little mark of 
favour (he had flxewn him, left he fliould 
have conftrocd them into a meaning, 
Hvhich was far diftant from ter thoughts ^ 
&nd thefe reflexions it was» that occafion- 
td that unufuai .peilfivcnefsy which fkBa- 
fell had obferved in her at dinner, and 
Which had given him fdraie^ppreOTAiions 
proceeded from ^a caufe lefi favourable to 
his friend.^ ' 

Mrs. WHlair wte tibt « ail difcduragcd 
by the manner in which her. fifter had 
liftened to diis overture ;—- fhe knew that 
feverat propofals^of'the'ftmfe nature had 
been made to her in the country, ^ 
which fhe had rejefted, and rejefted^wirii: 
a dildain r^-^-a certain air 6f - abhorrence,, 
widely different to what ihe teftified ori 
account of mr Trueworth ; ^d. this pru- 
dent hdy rightty 'judged, ' that he had 
Httlf dfe' to x^irijbarjwith, than the crver-i^ 
baflifulnefs of his miftrefs* * 

Atixight^ on going to' bed, fhe renew- 
ed the difcburfe, ^d purfued the theme 
fliii had b^gan, with fuch fuccefs, thatlhe 
brought mifs .Hjtrriot to cohfefs, fee 
believed there %as no man mofe defenriikip 
to ix loved thaa mr, Trticwortlii 

^ butj 



* trat, my dear fiftcr/ Taid fHe, * I have 
^ *iio iocKnation * to m^ity , nor , to fcaV^ 
*you; lam^ukejhdppy a^'ram, and 

* delire Wbe ito mordfo :' to which the 
other replied, that was childifh talking,— 
that (he would, doubrfefs, many fome 
time or other,— 'that fhe might, per- 
haps, never have fo goodan offer, and 
could ttot-poffibly have a better, there- 
fore advifed * her, nbt ' to flip the prefcnt 
oppprttmity, 'but whenever mr. True- 
worth fhouki make a declaration of ' his 
paffion tp herfelf, to receive it in fuch a 
marmer, as fliould not give him any room 
to imatgine" ihe '^was utterly averfe to his 
prctenfions.' 

Mife Harriot foiSered her tojurgc her 
on this point "for a cotifiderable time^/but 
ar la^ replied, in a low aitd htfitatiiig 
vofce, ; tlx^t fhe vsroutd* be guided by her 
frietttisp'WhOi^fte was pcrftdly comnnced. 
hrf*erp[>terc|t at heart, atfd Jofiew mttcK 
better than^Kdfelf lyhat coiidtrt5Ht^ bt^t 
tQ obferte; to which mrs. W^l^air Replied,, 
fltat fhe doubtfed' not ' but the iCrtd would 
afbotidantly joftify '^ the advice . had bceii 

ffPThe- fifft^ thing this -lady - did Snthe 

■"••'•i'"" '■-,-, ^iwis -to go tio •hci'^ tffdtht^V 

•. and acquaint him vrith all that 

had 
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had pafled between herffpif and wjSs Hsqr- 
riot •, after which- thw agrei^d tQgct^r, 
that mr. Trueworth mould have an op-? 
pqrtunity that very day ^ of ^m^kipg: his 
addreffes to her. , ' , , ' 
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Though fir B»il thought it needless to 
add any thin^ to what was alr^dy done^ 
yet he could not forbear taking an occa- 
lion, when they, were at brpakfaft, te 
mention ipr. TruQworth's name, and the 
many good qualities he was poflefled of. 
— • Mrs. Wellair joined in the praifes her 
brother gave him, but mife Harriot fpoke 
not a word : -r on which, ' Are ^ou not 

• of our opinion, filler ?* cried he to hfr,. 
— ' Yes, brother,* anfwered fhe, * mr. 
« Trueworth is certainly a very fine gen- 
^ tleman.' t— * How cold is fuch an ex* 
^ preilion,* refumed fir Bazil, *.andeyea 
« that^ extorted?*— * Tpu \!srould not 

• jure, jSr,* laid fixe, a little gaily, * have 

• naein raptures about him, andlpeaki 
^ as if I were in loye with him ?V > 

■ ■ ... • i 
« Indeed i^Pt I v^la,.V cried fir ^a?^l> 

« and, what is more, would alfo have 

• you be fo j — he deferves it ftpfiypu, 

• and as you mull fome time or other 

• ]^ fenfible of the tender paflion, you "*- 
;|[ caanot do it at i^ore fuita$le years. -^ 
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♦ I fee nd ndccffity/ replied Ihe, « for 

* my ijfeitig^ fo at any years,' 
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*^ k te a figit then,* feidh^ « that you 
ha^e not confulted nature ; -f^ have you 

* never read what lord Lanfdown has 

* wrote upon this fiibjfeft?— ifyouhavc 
' not, I will repeat it to you, 

** In vain from fate we ftrive to fly, 
** For firft or laft, as all myft (fie, 
. **^ So 'tis decreed* by thttfe abbve, 
« That firft or laft, we all muft love.' 

« Poets iure not always prophets,* an.- 
fwtted (he, laughing. *- * It depends 
upon mr. TniSsworth himlelf,* faul fir 
Ba2^, • to prevent you from giving the 
^lielib the predi6Kdn ; — if he fails, I 
^ ih^l helicve no other man in the world 
« iwll ever have the power to engage you i 
^ tdfulfilrit*;^^ he dines here today; — 
« • fifttf r^Wellair and 1 are obliged to go 

* abrckad in 4!he afternoon, fo muft defire 

* yoMytotiftake tca^ and entertain him as 

* lecll as y<xa can^ !tiU we come back,^ 
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r^^I fte you are both in the plot againft 
*;JinCif-/<S^ ; * burl ihall endeavour 

UsAmt fo as not to afRt)nt your 
yet at the feme time ^bt fia* from 
good your oracle.* 

Agen- 




A gentleman iO^iag 'm^ta cGrJEhzW^ 
broke off their difcourfe, and relievedi 
mifs Harriot frbnit a^ydSudiBrl perfeoutibn^ 
at this time. -<H^Itimi^4iottha&{hexisAiked 
either the pcribn or coniPBrfaitkMi. of mr.: 
Tf uewoithi, -er that ^flie ^as t}cKl wkhz 
the praifes giv^a him by Jieri brother audi 
fiffer;- — on the contrary^ Ihe found a 
thpufe^d riiings, iK»hich. they had Hot 
mentioned, ^to admire io him : -^-^ itt fi*e, 
he was, in rcility, fefi iudifEeFenl: to hfer, 
than fhe her&lf imaguied ^ :but there ms 
a certain^ Ihynefs in her dif^ofition, which 
mingled fon^ ihare of pain Dmh the 
pleafuc© of -heafiflg. bim ,f^ke of as ht^ 



» I -J y I / < ~ . ^ 



She was fenfiWe ^Hs prc^nfity, whiiclt 
iiature had implanted, vwas* a ^eaknefilinf 
her > but though ihe, uted her utmoift ef-" 
forts for overcoming 4<i,'-(hciifouiKi: her-* 
feif unequal- to the t^j-^li^w^ain^iihd 
oo'nfixie^y that^ti^ adEr€^i«£:^vixf8i[j 
of fuch peiift^ honour- 'alid poUteHeis; ;a^. 
mf.^Truewoi^, co^ld bi^ >but j^eraecom-^ 
jpanied with the moft profound refpeft : 
-^in vain fhe caifed ta mSJid^lie «^^tii^le 
f»f other ladies^ whbm ihe^had ifeeb^^be^ 
have in the.. company of thofe^ wh6 p^o* 
idled themfelv^s theirs 'iDverS, < with 3^ 
grcatcft cafe and :fprigMlbels> :the*^i^ 
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fight of mfe Troeworth, as flic few hUn 
iv6m \kt i^amber wirrdow, talking with 
her brother in the garden, threw her 
heart Intb pslfHisatiOffis, which all the rea- 
fon file was miffapdfi of, could not enable 
her to quiet ; but [when obliged to go 
dowii and fit with him at table, her con- 
ftifion increafed, by being more near the 
objed which occafion^d it ; -r- ihe endea- 
voiHred to treat him with the fame free- 
dom flie had been iccuftomcd. But it 
was not in her power : — in fine, never 
woman fulFered more, inconftraimngher«' 
fe)f to be fiknt and d^mutie, than fhe 
did, m conib^aining h^idlf to fant talkativse^ 
akid gay* . 

V What then became of her, when fir 
Bftzil andr ^rs^ Wellair, after making a^ 
fiormtl' ^xcufe for a cfiio^t abfoioe, went 
out, and kft her «xpofed to the fpllici- 
tati^^ of a paffion, which her timid mo- 
defty Ihiad made her fo much dread ? 

' Themomcht mr. Truewor^ii few him- 

^**K'-«k>il€t with her, he approached her 

tthtlie tftoft tender and refp€<5bftil air, 

^.Wdw- ^ten, ^madam, Imve I lan- 

'^fl^ed for an opportunity, fuchas thisn. 

tj&Bing^ou }i0w much my foul adores 

f ^,-i— My dear friend, fir Bazil, has 

^i me be lias prepared you «o for 

* give 



r 






go fbf HISTORY of 

* give the boldncfs of my Awme, a&d 

* that for his fake you will 'vouchfafe to 

* liften to my vows ; but it is from my- 

* felf alone you can be convinced of the 

* ardency of the love yoii have inrpired*' 






My brodier, fir,* anfwcredfee, bluih- 
ing, « has indeed informed rmf that 

* I have obligations to you of; a nature, 

* which I was as fer frem^ expefting, 

* as I am from dcfcrving.* — Here 
mn Tmeworth began to run into fome 
praifes on the charms which had fubdued 
his heart, which, though no more than 
di&ated by his real femiment^, ieemed 
to her too extravagant, and beyond what 
her modefty would fuffer her to endure : 

Hold, fir,* cried fixe, interrupting him, 
if you would have me believe your pro^ 
feilions are fincere, forbear, I beieech 
you, to talk to me in this manner : — 
it is an ill-judged policy, methinks^ in 
you men, to idolize the wprnqfi-too 
much, you wifh would think welj ^of 
you ; — if our fex are in reality To vain 
as yovL generally reprefent us» on wlu>m 
but yourfelves can the fault be laid h^ 
i' And if we prove fo weak as to imagine 
ourfelves fuch, as either the flattery, <x 
the partial aSeiSlion of tb^ lover paints 
us, we fliall be apt to tidke every thing 

as our due, and. think little gr»titvK)« 

Mi 
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•is owifi^; for the offering he makei us 
*tbf hisheart.^ 

-Mr. Ttiic worth was pcrfedly raviflied 
at hearii^g her fpeak thus, but durft not 
cxprels himfelf with too much warmth on 
the bfccafeirtr -— * it nnifl: be confefled, 
^ ifiadam/ Implied he, * that the beauties 
*'of the pcrfon, when not accompanied 

• by thofe of the mtnd^ aflFord but a Ihort 

• liv*d triumph to the fair pofleflbrj— • 
•> they dazzle at firft fight, and take the 
^ ienfes as it were by furjMifc -, but the' 
•^ impreflion foon wears oflf, and the cap- 

• tiVated heart regains its fbrmer liberty, 
^— nay, perhaps, wonders at itfelf for 

• having been enflaved : —- whereas thole 
^ dartS) which fly from the perfe^ions of 

• die mind, peiletrate into the foul,« and 
^fix" it lafting empire there 5— but when 
^ both thefe charms thall happfen to bjef 

• united^ as in the lovely Harriot,* con- 
tinued h&, taking one of her hands and 
killing it J* — * When in the moft en- 
^ Chinting fofm that nature ever made, 
ft'tsf?^foBfiad*iBtf02d enriched with every vir- 
'^^^^<^^-^txy gface, -*- how indiflbluble 

fie chain I — • how glorious the bon- 

^t ts^a theme I have never made 
Qdvr aniwcrcd Ae 5 * < Iwt accord- 

'IS 
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* Uig ©) jpiy notio^p -o^ th^^at^r, thofe^ 

* gentlemen, who pretend to ot.i^pd^fA 

* by it, give themfelves more trouble than 

* they p^ecJ^^-T^tl^atp^^ffi^is gpner^Hy 

V aJJo:^4j Wher tp: ^e.yi^ child of fancy, 

V th«^.ipf jpeiii jtpflrijtin t^ k>y^ ^ 
' \ fliQUJ^ tji^lj:, i^ w0|ild he fuffijcicnt fg«iii 

* a^y mm in: hi^ ad(irefle$ to ^ a lady,. ^ 

* ti?ll hfr, . tjiat /hft h2(pg€ns to jhif bis^ 

* jtafte, — that |he U^h^t hje lik^, with-- 

* .x)iit dreflin^ her up ji| qualities, which, 

* f>^rh^ps,: h^v^ Hjp , §i;i|tc^ce but; i,n his* 
« owm imaginatictft.* - • « 

^ * W)mp teve 15 foiui^dod. jm\ h^nxy 
*• alone, as. I h^Vje ^lieady f^id,* refumed- 
Bfur. Trixe^i^Wth, V?h? inftru<6J;iohs yQu> 

give, m^dmiy pf stejoi^nnerof^^lar- 

ing ^it, is c^rt^yiyeiy j^ft •, ?or> i*-' 
deftdi noftrtfecf c^^4he\y.^K^6e4:l?y> 
*: finc^rity .V— h(ut wj^^re ^rpafpii 4ir§^ 
•. the loyer'is cjtioiqej an^ points qvit d>ftfe> 
^ excellencicis which alone c£^i> oiakf him 
« happy in the poff^fliQn of hip ,wiflie$,; 
Vidc;^ more ftiWime y^iil fi^tprally Tajrifc,* 

* ^nd W)^ Qto liever fioo iftucfi a(|fl[iire,^ 
^jQir praife 'v^^is.i^^i^K^i^tflyj^^ 
^'tJ^'m ^«f§^§f,^:perfe(^c^^ 

* not, O charming Harriot !*• purfu^d^h^^ 
looking on her with riie lipoft j:ehder- 
i^&- 1 -r-.il; is »rtt;.tbf^ tMia^t-eye?, — 
*. tthat ioydy* i?Q«lh^. ear J^ae? 4w^ m^-* 

it' ' • * '•^^*^' 
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* jbfly, that Chines throagh all your air, 
' but it i&.the heaven within that I adore ; 

* — to that I pay my prefent Mrorfhip, 

* and on that build all my hopes of fur 
Vture bll&f r ' 

! • ' V 

MifsJH^tmbt yfds iibout to make fome 
r^ly» but his looks, the yehemcnce widi 

ti^ pciiSoiiate .gd^ure which accoihpanied 
?h^y made hfcr. ^elapfc iiitooher former 
, b^ihfiilneis^ .£rom ti^bidi &e ihad a itibde 
rdcovdred herfclfi and agiun deprived her 
of the .|xrt7er of fpefcch. 

.. :;,Y^)ugiv(e lip did point; flwh my «ngeV 
■ CFiedrhQy-^rceiviog ihe was filent, ^ and 

* I '^m\^lft<l .yoir^o ; 3for had: yc»i coti- 
^ tl^ued Itouprohifeit my expatia&ng on 

* thtfc vmerits^ • ivhich itiade me your 

* adorer, I muft have- OMintained the ar- 
-> gumedt ivca jagainfl: yoiur tovely felf, 
:/ i to whomnl^hall for ever yidtd ia- Tail 
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... Alt^i? thia^hcifeU, dnfcnfibiy a&' ivwere, 

,4niQ fome difcimrfe concemiagthc idiidne 

ordinance of mariiage;.>anid|tenf proceed- 

stA to give her the molt amiable pidhire, 

words could jk)]?in of that ftate, when 

"pj^rfons df virftie, honour, and good 

were by love and law united, and 

found 
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found themfclves equally bound by dutjr 
and inclinationt to: tnkke each other^ 

happinefs. 

» 

There are fome ladies, who liilen very 
contentedly to the moft warm and amo- 
rous addreffes can be made to them, yet 
will not fufFer the leaft word of marriage, 
till afbr a long and tedimis prepii^tMiii 
is 'made for a found, wh^h they p^ten^ 
to think ib dreadful; ~- Thefe no doubt 
vnH fay, that mr. Truew<^th went too 
far for a lovei:^ on the firft declaration 
of his palllon } but he was emboldened to 
a6t in the manner he did, by the brother 
of hiamiftreft, and had the fatisfa^tion 
to perceive ihe was not offended at it h- 
ihe had a great fliare of i^id under ftMd- 
ing, —- was an enemy to all Jbrts of rf- 
fedation, and as ihe knew the end pro- 
pofed by his courtfhip war maQi^, faw 
no reafon why he fliould^be ^fearful of 
mentioning it to her; and though her 
"modefty would not permit her* po tak^ 
much part in a converfation of this na- 
ture, yet fhe was too artlefs, and indeed 
too fincerev to counterfisit a dii^leafutb| 
fduch fhe dkl not feet, il> 
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CHAP. VIII. * 

Is mt^efull of bufinefs than entertain-- 

ment. 

• - • 

VI^HI LE mn Trueworth was thus 
^^ profecuting a fuit, which every time 
he faw the lovely Harriot redoubled his 
impatience to accompliih, mr. Francis 
Thoughtkfs had been twice at his lodg- 
ings without finding him at home; but 
on that gentleman's leaving his name the 
fccond time^ and faying, he would come 
again theine;Kt morning, the other thought 
himfelf qndo: an indilpetifibfc neceffity of 
Haying to receive his vifit. 

The paeetin§i)f thefe two was extremely 
civil and polite^ but farfroih that cordial 
{afpiliarity which ufcd to-pafs between 
tbem, efpedally on the fide of mn Fran-^ 
cis. — After. mr, Trueworth had congra- 
tulated him ofi the recovery of his health, 
and coming to town, they fell into fbnie 
£fi^urfe on ordinary affairs, without the 
kaft mention of mifs Betfy, by either 
for a confideraWe time, till her 
r growing a little impatient, that 
iriher ihould fay nothing to bim on 

an 
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an affair, in which he had made him his 
confidant, and which he had taken fo 
much pains to forward, faid to him, with 
an air partly g^, and p"&rtly ferious, -?- 
1 was furprifed ort my arrival to be 
told, that a.paffioh fo iviojehtj as thai 
you pretended for my fifter, fliould all 
^n a fudden vanilh, and that a thing, 
which I once thought. fo nearbcingcoa- 
cludeci, was entirely. broken off.* 

• 

* Things of that .naturq,* replied mr. 
Trucworth, coldly, ' arc never concluded 

till .accompliflied : — accidents fome- 
times intervene to feparate perfons, who 
hfve feemed moft. likely to be xmifed 
for ever, which, indee4, never was the 
cafe between me, and that Jady.' 

* Yet, fir,* rejoined the other, a little 
.irntated at his, manner of fpeaking, * I 

* think, that when a gentleman has made 

* his addreiles to a young *lady of family 

* and chara<^r, for any length of timis, 

* and in the public manner you did, fome 
^ caufe ought to be affigned for his de- 
5 ferting her/ 

f I am under j?o obligation,* faidjajr. 
Trucworth, very 'gloomily, ' to ^ive ,p 
-* Recount- of ;n:i^y behaviour to any 4d)ie 

* whatever J but in coniideration of (^W 

* frienit^ 
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* fiiendftiip, and the love I once had for 
' your fiftcr, I fhall make no fcruple to 
' tell you, that a wonnan of her humour 

* would fuit but ill with a man of mine i 

* — as to any farther ecclaircifement of 

* this affair, it is from herfelf alone you 

* muft receive it.* — * She fhewed me a 

* letter from you, fir,* cried mn Francis^ 
haftily. — * That might then fuffice to 

* inform you,* anfwcred mr. Trucworth^ 

* that in what I have done, I but obeyed 

* the diftates of my honour.* — * Ho- 

* nourl* cried the other, fiercely, and 
laying his hand upon his fword, ' What 
' is it you mean, fir ? Did honour op^ 
' pofe.your marriage with my filler ?* 

' No . menaces,* faid mr. Trueworth, 

with a gravity which was pretty near dif- 

I, — * you know me incapable of fear 5 

- I have fought for your fifter, but 

ill never fight againft her. — I injure 

It her reputation ; — on tMlcontraryi 

yould defend it if unjuftly attacked, 

•n at the hazard of my life j but as 

love or marriage, thefe are thing* 

w out of the queftion, —we bodi, 

^ps, have other views, and the lefe 

'*^ of what is paft the better.* 

,ncis naturally took fire, on tlic 
ion of an indignity ofrered td 

F him, 
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him/ but whett once convinced of his 
miftakej was; nokfs ready ito repem and 
aclcflowledge it ^f— ♦ he had ieca many in- 
jjances of the honour, geherofity^j and 
fincerity . of rar. Trueworth ; he had alfo 
been wimefs of ifome .of the ; levity and 
inconfideratenefs of his lifter, . and the re- 
fl€i9iom ofiai inomervt feryed to make him, 
fee,: .thist change iit^ad happened merely 
l;hrough:her own ilLconducft. • 






■' Hi^ ragfe abated even while the other 
was> fpeaking^ but a deep concern' remain- 
^ -behitidi,! andithrowing^himfclf down in 
ai^airv * Into \«hat vexations,', xried he, 

* rti'ay: . not ^ whole family, be- pjunged, 

* through the indifcretion of one woman?' 



t- 



..5^ JiudgQ nottoo.raihiy,* faid mr. True- 
worth ^ — ' mifs Betfy may one day fee a 
*^'^laQ■ -fo happy as to infpire her with 
' fqntiments far different from thcfe fhe 

* hitherto %as entertained, and fhe alfo 

* may be more happy herfeif, with a mart 
^ who loves her with lefs dehcacy than I 
^ did. - 

. The brother of mifs' Betfy fcemed not 
CO take any notice of thefe words, but 
nfing in fome confufion ; •— * Well, fir,* 
faid he, * I Ihall trouble you no *^0^^ 
^ upon this fubjeft, — and am fc 
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'vJiave done it now.' — • Mr, True worth 
theit told him, that though the intended * 
alliance between them was broke off, * he \. ; 
faw no occafion that their friendQiip * 
ftoiild be fo too \ ^— . that he fiiouid be '.' 
glad of an opportunity to return the *fa- • 
vours he had received from him, in rela- 
tion to his filler, though his endeavour^ 
on that fcofe had not met with the defired 
fuccels J and that' he hoped they fhould 
n6t Ifve.as Jftrtingers while they continued 
111 the Mrrte town :— to all this mr. F^ranr 
ds ftiadfe but very fhort replies, eithej: 
taking what he faid as wordi^ of courfe^ 
Or becaufe -the difcfrder of his, own mind 
would hot permit hitn to prolong the 
CQTiVfcrfa'tion/' ' 

It rsV likely mr. Trueworth was not 
ffitich tfbubled at the hafty leave .this 
ybimg gentleman took; for though he 
always had a very fincere regard for him, 
yet the point, on w'hich he now had 
Come, was tender, and could not be , 
touched upon without giving him fome 
pain ; -*- he had no time howevdr to nriakc Wjk 
nway refleftion^ on the converfation had v^ 
)a0ca betv^een them. — A letter was 
^^XrY)^ ]^y. a porter^, who waiting 
f^iVcr, he immediately opened it, 
'^und the contents as follow : 

fete,- 

F 2 To 

^«* o ^^jf < -> W.J ^3 
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To CHAtltES TJR.UEW0RTI1, E%^ 

^ Sir, 

* p Xtraordinary merits feldoxn fail of 

* . having as c^ctraoxdip^y efFed^^ -— 

* you have made a conqiieft of a heart, 

* without -knowing it, which not the ut- 

* mod endeavours of any other could 
^ ever fuhdue. — I am commiflioned to 

* acquaint you, that a lady of fome con- 
^ fideration in the world, and a large for- 

* tune in her own hands, thinks you alone 
« deferve to be the mafter, both of that 

* and of herfelf; but as flie is ajjprehen- 
< five of your being already engaged^ 

* begs you will be fo gencrpu^ as tpcon- 

* fefs the truth, that it fo, fhe may. put a 

* timely flop to the progrefs of her grow- 

* ine paflion ; — if not, you will, doubt- 
- lefs, hbar more from hereby the hand 
^ of^ 

* Your unknown fervant. 

^ P.S. Pleafe to fend this back, with 

* your anfwer wrote on the oth^ fide 

* of the paper, which ;yo\* may put uj 

* under a cover fea!ed up, but without 

* * any direftidn. — Sincerity and fecrecj 
^ are earneflly req^eftcd/ 

IVfif 
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Mr. Trueworth couid not avoid look-' 
ing on this adventure as a very odd one > 
yet whether the propofal was real or 
feigned, the matter was wholly indjiffejrenc 
10 Wnt, ' and? he hefitated not a moment 
what part he Khould take in it ; but fate 
down immediately, and wrote, as defired, 
the following anfwer : 

To the Unknown. 

* Slr^ or madam^ 

* nrHOUGH I know the honour with 

* '■' which you flatter nae is more the 

* eflfeft of fortune than defert, it would 

* certainly make me vain and happy,* 
Vwii^l not denied the power c^ accept- 
V itig itr —^ The heart required of me by 
1 the lady is already difpofed of, — ^ irrc- 

* coverably difpofed of, and % - can only 

* repay Her goodnefs by fincerely wifEing 

* a return of her*s, and with it all thofc 
^ felicities , ihe would fo lavifhly beftaw 

* on, 

* Her moft obliged, 
u }»: ^ Aad moft humble fervant, 

• C TtfUEwoRTir. 

F 3 ' P.S 
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« P.S. The lady may depend,, . that my 
' fecrecy fhall be equal to the fincerity 
* I have Ihewn in this.' 

He had no fooner dilpatched. the meA 
fenger who brought this, thah a feeond 
came and prefented him with another, 
and had orders ahb to wait for ananfwer-; 
— he prrfently knew it came from mifs 
Flora, and expefted the contents to be 
;fuch as he found them on p^ufing : 

-» To Charles X».CEWOB:THt^E%; 

^. Moji cruel and un^en&raus Mani ' 

< T OTH I aixj- to give, yoit epithctt 
V like thefey ^--.^ |ily : h^ait ihu^dcrs,-' 
*^ and. my tten^bilif^nhaiid/^i icaroe able 
\ tp.guid^ iny pefl* aft thofe reprio&ehcs; 
\ which .my jreaforj tells me yo;l !deferve 1 

* — how. unkind, r- how (tabbing . to the 

* foul was your behaviour 'at our laft 
<^p]eesing! -TTjeti feY^i^ .then yott pro-' 
-^ miffd me to write, — I depended, oil 

* that prcmife, and. hope had not quite 

* fcrfoofc" me'; '-^^v^py* knocking at the 

* door, I expedted was a ^efleng^r from 
*• you : — in vain I expefted, — in vairi 
*vljQpked, -r-in vain I liftened for the 
« welcome mandate, and every difap- 
•^p^intment threw inc intb frefh agonije^ 



I 
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^ —I have fent twice to the coffee-hopfef 
*' — been tjiereonce in perfon, but could 

* hear nothing of you : — ! what fecrei 

* recefs. now hides you from me ! - — What 
' can have caufed fo terrible a reveirTe iii 

* my fo -lately happy |ate ? — - 1 ft^r *t<l 
*guefs; for rrJadnefs is fn thetlfoughrl 
' — O! da -not drive, me to extfenifes!-^ 
' Many women, with -tioft hatf my p)ye; 
y or my defpair, Jiav^ Vun keidlong into 

* actions, which, in mycDoleiynoments; 

* I dread to tKirik on. — B^ffiir^d, I 

* cannot, -^ will not Hve Mthout you,!— 

* Torture me not- any Jon^er with fuf^ 
^ pence I >— Pronounde my dooni atoncel 

* —'But let it be {r6iny6\ir own niouril 
*. that I receive it, that yoi;, at leaft, may 
^ be. /witnefs oP the death you infliQr, 'and 

* be compi^Hcd xp ^tfj if yoq camroi 

* love^ • - '' "^ • "'.I ^' ' • ['■/■■ 

* The mofl: unfortunate, 
* And moft faithful pf herfex, 

* F. MELLASINr 

• 

* P.S. I have charged the man, who 
* brings you tjiis, to find you where- 

•' *"foevci: ydu'are, and hot to leave you 
\* without an anfwer/ ^ 

F 4 • '' ^' Mr. 
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Mr. Trueworth was in the utmoft per- 
plexity of mind, on reading this diftradi^ 
* cd epiftlc. — Of all the hours of his paft. 
life he could not recolleft any one, which 
gave hini fo much caufe of repentance, 
fts that wherein he had commenced an 
amour .with a wonian of fo violent a 
lemBcr •, — he had never loved her, and 
all tne liking he ever had of her being 
now utterly erafed by a more laudable 
imprcfliol^ the guilty pleafurea he had 
enjoyed with her were now irkfbmc to his 
remembrance, and the more ftie endea- 
voured to, revive the tender folly in him, 
the more (he ^rew diftaftcful to him. 

It fo little becomes a woman, whofc 
charaoeriftic Ihould be modefty, to ufe 

, any endeavours to enforce defire, that 
thofc who do it are fure to convert love 

. into incUffcrencc, and indifference into 
loaduJ)g and contqaipt : — even (he, who, 
with I'm grcitteft feeming dciicafcy, labours 
fo rekindle a flame once extinguiflied, 
will find the truth of what Morat fays in 
tlie play : 

" To iove once pafs'd wc cannot back- 

'* ward move ; 
** Gall yefterday again, and wc may 

« love." 

^^ Mr. 



^M^te-i 



ilfj/IEETSrTHOUOHTLBSsJ la^ 

'Mr, Trtieworth^ hawereF, had fo much 
; pity for that unfortunate creature, that ne 
would hare given> perhaps^ good part pf 
bis eft^e, that ihe no longer loved hin) ;. 
but how to turn the tide of fo:c^trava.- 
gant a paflion, he could not yet rcfolyc,. 
and it being near the timey in wludi he 
kn^w they would expeft him ac fir Bazil's^ 
;^whcrc he bow dined every d^^ and the 
meflenger whto brought th^U^tter aUb 
growing impatient to be dilpatched, he 
upcote in ha^? thefe few lines : 

To IXufs Fl,ORA MeLJUASIK,. 

* Madapty 

"bUSINESS of the greateft co^fe- 
quence iiow calls upon me, atid | 
^iave^ time, to write as I would diOy 
' Lit d^^d \ipon it^ that I will fend ta 
jrQi^ tcwnorrow mornings and cither ap. 
fK>i;it a meeting,* or let you know my^ 
teal fentiments in a letter, — *till when„ 

b^ you will make yourfelf more eafy,. 

you defire to oblige bim> ,who is, 

With the mpft unfeigned good wilhes» 

* Madam> 
* Your moft humble, 
.. * And moft obedient fervaiit, 

C. Ta^EWOR'nKt 
^5 • / 



1 1 




« 

*/!E.S. I fliall take it as ac ; faDraiir,. i nia- 
r * • daim^ that yoir will heocefoiJW^ for^ 
1 J* ' beai^ to^ msto lioiyj enquiry cxwwfcefctting 

* me at the coffee-houfe, ,tst elfe*' 

• where.* > 

/ . ■ -. -'y- . -'^ ■. .: - 

: .tMyitig giveji this to mtCs Fidra?s^^po^•' 
ter,' ne h^^ aiway .torofir BaziFsiia t*eei!e' 
to compofe his ipind» iafteptfeeembamft^ 
Hients it h^fuftainod ttiariwormi;||^ n 



\ ■ ' ■ t 



CHAP; If. ": 

Contains very little ta tki pUKp,ofeK 




.. Ffancis Thc^gHtlefs had rio.fooncr 
kft the lodgirigs^ oP-mfi" iTiiSeTt'OfthJ 
tJian he Wcr/t dhti^lj ta thirtf^'tjfihft fitter 
Bitfy, where, ifn'tWe^huhit^tifRcPefieif^asJ 
the reader ^11 eafily* fdppof^i. hef feffld 
not be very good company : — ^^tfer til- 
ing her he had feen- mr. Tmeworth, ' ah4 
had fome conydrfation withr him *tm her 
accdimt, — ' I \ita na# comriheed,-* i'dd 
he, ' of what befdrel; doubted .not, that 

* by your own H rmntigemeRt| and wanjt 

* of a juft fenfe of what is for your vk^^ 

* ter^ft and h^pinefs, you have Joft i^^ . 

* .opportunity of eftablifhing boith, whi^i^p 




iW^HBTSYTHOtJGHtlBSS. lO^ 

^ can nev^f be retne^ed ; 4^' iibf is thi^ 
"^ di!,-^ yotir' manner of * behavjcitjr not 



■* oiiljr ruins y6ui-|yf/bijt in%Bffeali be- 
^ idnghig to yoii' in eitdlef^/ (iiiiah^I^* ^i 



Thefe were reproache^fcrch^ mifs Betfy 
had too much ftiot to Tiav^ bornp from 



•defy Thi^wdtth'iiinif^lf,' tried fh'^, 

* v{it4 ah th^ refentment of a difappoinited 

* Id^er in fi^f hekrt, to acctrfe ine oiF one 
' \Mn, tMt ibe ftria3eft\virt!u^"6oiild 



,v .)V, ;r 



. * Ah, fifter,*. replied he, ' doixo^ let 
,• ypur vanity deceive ybti on tHis fcore; : 
*|— I fee very plainly, that nii|. Ttue- 
'**;W©rth rc^rds ybu with too mi^(^h'in- 
't^^icnte tb retain' tefentmeht for '/any 




%oti^Wattl^rtibt itT::^'! WtiQta 6m fm 

^^^^^^-^^tokeVnl^^y^^^ \«^lti^ almbft 'his 

F 6 ^ d^ing 
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- dyii^ breath \ for my own part* I have 

* not been a witnefs of your conduft, 

* fince the unlmppy brulee I fcU into on 
f yoiir account at Oxford, which I then 
' hoped would be a fufficient warning for 

* your future conduct.' 

• 'nUft 

. If mifs Betlymd been- kfi innocent^ k 
is probable fhc would have replied in a 
more; (atisfaftory manner ta her brother's 
reproaches. J but the reail difdain Ihe al- 
ways had for whatever had the leaft tea- 
dency to difhonour^ made her zealous ia 
iiefending herlclf only in things, of which 
fhc v;^ not accufed, and tsoo fikpt in re- 
gard of thofe, in which fHc was jwiged 
blame- worthy.- ? 

* What av^ls your ixing virtuous 2' 
iaidmr Ftancis :— V I hope, — - and I 

* ^believe you are fo •,• — but your reputa* 
, * -tibn is of more confequence to your fa- 
^ inily : — fhe lofs of the out rpight be 

* concealed, but a blemifh on the other 

* brings certain infamy and diigrace on 

* yourfelf, and all belonging to yew/ 

\ Pn this, (he aiTumed the courage tp 

, tjell ^\r^y his way of reafoning was neither 

;juft .nor delicatev -^ * WouM yb.u,.'^ fai4 

ihe, * be guilty of a bafc adion, rather 

*« than have it fufoefted that you wcfle 
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f &i* — H • No/ anfwened he -, but vir- 
f tde is a different tking in our fex» to 

* what it IS in yours ; ■— the forfeiture of 
^what is caikd Virtue in a woman is 
•.more a folly than a bafenefs r but the 

* virtue of a man i^iis courage, his 

* conilancy, his P^Pfl^b which if he 

* loles> he becomes cwt^ptible to him* 

* felf, as well as to the worlds* 

And certainly,* rejoined mift Betfy^ 
fome warmth^ • the lofs of irnio- 
^ c^ce muft render a woman contei^p.^ 
^ libk to berfelf, though (he fiiould Kap 
^ pen to hide her tranfgreflion from the 
f wprld*— * That may be/ faid mri. 
iFrancis ; * but then her kindred fufFer 

* not through her fault : — the remorfe^ 
« and the vexation for what Ihe has done,, 

* is all hpr own. — Indeed,, fifter/ con- 
* tinued he^, *^ a woman brings left dilho- 

* nbur upon a family ,^ by twenty private 
^ * fips, than by one public indifcretionV 

■ '(.•'■'■'■■ ' ' 

• Well," anfwered fhe, « I hope I fflall 
*. alm^yi take ^are to avoid both the one 

* and the other, for my own fake. — As 
^ *« to- itidliljging myielf with the innocent 

res of the town, I hare the cx- 

of ibme ladies of the firft quality, 

bcft reputation, to juflify me init/ 
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Mr.' Thoughtlefs' ^as about tb make 
fomt reply, whicK; pethaps, would have 
beeii pfetty keeii, ; but ' was pfevfented bjr 
th^ coming iri 6f her hiaid, who ddiver- 
ing a' letter ' tolM» and faying,, * From 
''iir.'FredfericllPHeri iti^atrt,' file ha- 
ftilybtoke it openj ^lid having read it, 
bid the* maid i^t fir' Frederick's ferV^nt 
know fhe wpuld be at home. , , 



r.;..4.. V- . i; 



' « TA^rtf, Brother^' fetd%e,' giviriVWrtl 
the letter, * read that, and be contiDceii 
'' I have not loft every good offer in Idftn^ 
^* mf. I^fuewbrtfe.' — '* I wife you have 
*'*jiot,**anfwered-'h^ lltlleAly.V^ He 'tbbk 
the pa^er, howevet, and ri^acl the contents 
of^t^^hieiiwerb^thefe: '■ ^ : • ^ 

To the divine' krbiirels 'bf miy fate, the 

* omnipotently Ibvely Wifs Be'i'sV \ 
' V ' • T^ b t} o « T t E^S sv 

< (TW Goc^defs ! more qruel^ than the 
^ ^^' : ^^h^ine ' NemMs, t^h^ ' have I 
'^\doite; ;iJm imfe"^ fi^ion 1 rriult' ft^U^^ 

* toffut^d* bii the^wheel of evetlkfting 
' ^;!ibpe^ and;r^a^$'^ ^t h^perf^^feffea^ to 

■*^have' approached tShfe flitiiife^ <5if youf «-' 

^^'felendfent ch'arthsV 'but yo^i; ftM 

•'the lacred dbmfe which ydtiJnhaliit;ii\^ 

* ^vjouchfafed to blefs fome happier mgais^ 

" '^ ' am 
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ilf//x Beltsy TAougi^less. iff 

* non with y<krr pi^nce ; — ^ perhaps a 
' rival : — Oh, forbid it 'Weavien f -^ for- 

* bid it all ye liars, that unjder the Supreme 

* Aile all bfeneitTi the ;n'6onT -^^ the 

* thou^t is terriblft, and'fli6dks the in- 

* moft cavities of mjr adl«j|^j^alpus foul. 
> — ' I kneel while lam^Bpng, audi m- 
* : p\6rt y du i to ' grant me perrriTflibir to fip 
« a ctip6f Jfted^r^aTid ttiihtdfi^L ^ydur 

* tea-table this''^ftetn<k)iii;--^'ihd ir y6ii 
' can, without injuftice to fuperioj merit, 
' (fetei* air *other ^ihthidef i therice, thit I 
•"indyhavie* liberty to 'pour fbith my ga- 

* culatidns «lt 3h3l\jr feett -^^I am, 

i jf Wkh the mdft-ardf nt devotion, :> ' 
; 5 ifei:lgjKteff/;refW^eency of iie^utj^. V , 
!.>.j -i- i- Yotrr^moft adoripg, 1 / 
:;. ;if: And evcrlditing flave^ - 

• T-r .• ■ - f . 'i' " 'ir • J ■ ,■•->• •' • 

■» f - ' .*? I • n» f ' ■ 1 ♦ ' : * 7 ' I ' . r ' 1 " ■ T * 

As little as mr. Francis at this tiihe 
was fJifpofed to mirth, he could oot, in 
-his' iH'liyrfj'oiiii refriin Iauighitig« 
fohifc'^eipreaferts iiV this' herlaifc 
IfWCmea <biMd t.^'lneednbtr-^flt/ 
','tlirQWng the fetter cbntehTpttit 
'*the tabled ' WHo,' or w^^ thii 

' fee 



1 



Tt2 ne HISTORt o/^ 

* fee he is either mad or a fool, of "thinks 
« to make you fo/ .. - -r ■ 

* I hare as bad an opinion of his.in- 

* telledbs as you have,* replied ihe ; ' but I 

* affure you h^g a baronet^ apd the pre- 

* fumptive j|jRf a much greater title, 

* and has agitate large enough to k^ep 

* me a coach and twelve. If die cuftom 
« of the couixtrjT permitted.* 

^ ---■'■ ' 
Mr. Francis paufcd for a few mon>ciitSy 

5Lnd after lopUiqg over the letter again, -— 
I wifh,* faid he, ^ inftead of a fool of 
falhion, he is not a knave in the difguife 
of a coxcomb ; -i-i his ftiipidity ftems 
to me to be too egregious, to .be nafu- 
ral, — all his expreffiqns have more the 
appearance of a fiddled affeflasion, thaa 
of a real folly, — take care filler^ I haw 
heard there are many impbftors in tlus 
town,^ who are continually on the watch 
for young ladies, who have loft thpr 
parents, and live in the unguarded man- 
ner you do.* 

Mifs Betly feemed to treat her brother^s 
](ufpicions on this head with a good % 
of contempt : — flie told him, that 
perfon, at whofe houfe fhe became 
quainted with fir Frederick, 
4tCumftan£es periedly welL 




Lad a prodigious eftate, — was of a yery 
axicient and honourable family, and con- 
verf^d with feveral people of the firft qua- 
lity in England ; -p- ' However,' added 
fhe, * you may csJl here this afternoon, 
* and fee hirn yourfelf if you |3!eafe ^ for, 
^ according to my judjiijiit, he has not 



inipm^ 



wit enough to be an im|^pr 

Mr. Fraftcis replied, that he would be 
glad to fee fo extraorcfin^ry a perfoni il 
he were not obliged to, go upon ibcjoie bu- 
finefs^ relaring to the commiffion he yms 
fcilidting, which he feared would detain 
him beyond the Ixour ; — but with yoa? 
f fcave,^ laid he, * I will talcjp this letter 
^^witfijihe, and hear wha? iny brother 
^thinks of it.' ^ . . 

To this mifs Betfy readily agreed, and 

went away in fomcwhat of a better hu- 

our than he had entered, or that he had 

ut- Jlir into by the fevere reprin>iai>d5 j^ 

^ given her. . r - 

- - ' ' ■ , ' 

% ■ * ; 

!he had a very tender regard for her 

thers, but did not think it their/ pro* 

ie-to prefcnbe rules for her behavipur \ 

*"^i3o6ked upon herfelf as a bcfttcr 

/in v^hat nianner it would become 

*'^, than they could poflibly be, 

X lived more years in London 

thaa 
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thart either of them had i^one months, 
and if ihe Was willing to be- aflvifcd, 
would ilot fubmit to be direfted by them. 

Thus did her pride | while fupport her 
ijMrits/bufVhen flie reflefted on the af- 
fai'f of thr. njjbf^orth^ and the reafons 
fhe had giveffiim 16r fpcaking and think- 
ing of her in that cool and indiflferent 
manner, fhe found he now did, fhe began 
to be- fortieWh^t left tenacious, and ac- 
kftov^leklged within herfdf, that her bro- 
ther Prahk?,- ekclufive of h\^ fritncHhip for 
that gehtleirfan, 'had- fulEcicnt cauie to 
Mirioe her conduct in tJiat point, arid the 
hekrbf pfeflkm, which had betti raifefl by 
feme • cxpreflions he had • , uttered bejhg 
over, fhe ceafed to take unkindly what 
fhe was now fenfible had pply been .pc- 
^lloHed by his zeal for her wdfkre. ^ 



* / 



^ She now faw- in their true light all the 
toiffeak-cs fhe had been guilty of, — all 
her dangers, — all her efcapes, -^ and 
blufhed to remember, how fhe had been 
|>liinged;into the one, inefcly by herowi^ 
ifiidveftehcjr, and been blefied with the 
olhe^, only by tke interppfhiojii bf fomfe 
Icddent, altogether unf(>tefec»i, and eyp 
^inhoped fdr, tjr her. - ^^^^'^ 
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Shc/had /alfo a mer^ ^tift and lively 
idea of the merits of mn- vTruew'c^rth, 
than ever fhe hafi-bcen capaMe- of enter- 
taining, while he Drofefled himfelf her 
kweri— -dm amiaoldnefs*^ His perfon, 

T7«^hb^rie!imderiiandiag^H<4|i^ generollty, 

— his bravecf:, 4-*- ihis..:*'ii:^^W(l the deli- 
cacy and .ekgance ^of ^ hit» cohverfationi 
feemed to her impoffible to be equalVd 5 

— fhe confidered too, that his eftate was 
(nirch l>eyondiiwhit her JottUM couW ex- 
pedl , an?d that . elcpm: .iiis fethily was fii- 
periori to hcr*s, anJ ccmld not lielp be^ 
ing (V^ry . fisnfibii^. i sBi&xxb, that • fhe had 
fo wSilyithroHiiratwaj^iher-preCenflons to 
tfici heart aftfcr Yklaabie wmUft* ^ ^ '•-^' ' *' 

! 5: 'Xis^^tme,?:. faSd/fliey >^-^v(hit if I Halcl 

* an rncliiiaHion to ttpltff^ -i ^ ^have^ pth^if 
©flfers r --^ mh Mundefi, * %- his * W^ -'of 

* living, muft liave k ~go'o4 eftate, ^eri 
V haps -not inferior to tHat <>f • rtfr .-True- 
^ worth : U- the rnm h^ gocki feftfe^ and 
'•wants jaeithfer^erlbi^l fi*r aajmred- cn- 
*-«towibenlDi,-oAd.'Hiavc tri^d both^ his 
l-ittWrand'Conftiswcy 5 -^ befidcs, hie liVes 
^-^dvviaya > :in tcwii^ haa - a titftSe for iJie 

s of iti— a W()lman could not 

^-^^▼er^ unhapjy in being hisf wife*, i— 

en there is ftf Frisdtrick Firieer r~. 

Is a fool indeed, — but he is a man 

'of 




* of quality, and I know feveral Iadi( 

* M^9 aye the filvy of theiF owh'fex, ^ai 
.5 til? ,toaft of the other, and ydt ba 
• . fooU for thiar hufbands/ 

, I^ this . inanner dkl iht continue feafc 
lag within iMJ^lf^ till hec head began 
^e, apid ftJi^^ luddly-4-elievcd ftom 
by the laft mentioiied fubjcd of her n 

ditations. , , . 

■ •«■■.■ *4 

He approached her with hi» accrfl6n^ 
formalities, firft £iluting the bein of . 1 
garnient, th^en her h^Kl, asnd \a&ly'l 
lips, whijcfeL &i€ rcjDciving with an 
more than ordiniriiy^runis^ and s 
making v^ry ihort replies tor the 1 
fpeeches he had preparol to entertain 
with : -^ ♦ What; ifavididuS doud,\ ' i 
he, * obfcurcs the lightning of yc?ur e^ 

* and hides h^ the divinity from my 
« vi(h*d fight !* r— * Pcopk cannot be 

* ways in the fac^^humour, fir Frederi< 
anfwered Ihe. — ' Ypur's fhould be 

* ways gay,* rejoined he, ' if once ] 

* were mine.; — you fliould do * 
f thing but loy^and laugh, anddrefs) 
f eat, and drink, and be adored: 

* jpeak then, my angel,' continued 
« when fhaii be pie. happy day ? — ^ S 
« ihall it be to-morrow i 
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I. 

Hercriti viras^.not in her po^r to rctisiiti 
anjr part, of her former gravity : — * Blefs 

• me/ cried fhe^ 'to-morrow! —What, 

* marry to-morrow ? — fure, fir Fredc- 
' xick^. yoAii cannot think of fudi a 
' ,tbii}g?' -r- Why^ I have iK^ fo much as 
' dreamt: of it.* ^-* ' No m^^,* anfwered 
he, ; * : you wiil have golden dreams enough 
' in my embraces^ — defer then the mu- 

• tual blifs no longer, — let it be to- 

• moraow.* -^m * You are certainly tnad^ 
y fir Fjrqdcfick,* ^id Hie 5 * but if I were 
^. encHigh foJx>o, as really to confent ta 

* fuqh a haflty nuptial, — ^ where pray arc 

* the prcpamtionsr for it ?' 



Vi.-*-' ^'"" ^-^ ^ 



* Ofe, madam, as to that,* refumed he^ 

* people of, quality always mkrfy in % 

* defhabille ; -r- a new coach, w_ chariotjj 

* — fervants, — liveries, iand rich cloaths 

* for ourfelves, may all be got ready be- 
Vfore wc^make our public appearance at 
^ court, or at church;* — ^•^But there arc 
\ other things to be confidered,* faid mifs 
Bctfy, laughing outright. — * None of 
\, aey : importance,* replied he : — ' I will 
A4jpi9t|ure you in niy whole eftate, — the 
<}^^^ fliall be drawn to-night, and 
,^^iibatcd to ypu with the wc4ding- 
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*' deed/ faitffti^ ; * b^^v fi**i 1 have two 
' brothers tftofri Irnuft firft confuk'bn 
^ the affair/— Sir Fred^M^ickfeemeld ex- 
tremely ftruck ^t thefe word^i but reco- 
vering himfelf as foon as he wus able, 'I 
fj thought, madam/ cried he, ' you were 

* entirely at your own -difpofel.' — ' I am 
' fo, fir,' anfweredfhe^ '^ but 'P love my 
« brodhers, and-mflJ'db rtothing without 
^ their approbation. *^«^~'VAfr, crud'fOT,^ 
cried hc^ ^'littlefdo^oii knoSv- the ddicacy 

* dk my^fflfen, -r- 1 muft ow^ you wholly 

* toyoqrfelfi',— ^T^^^^"°^h^* ^^ doubt, 

* would favour -rrty -dcfires, but 'tis -jroyr 

' own free-will alone can make me blefled. 
4 l^ Xell me n6t then ofbrothfers/ con- 
tinued he, * but generoufly fay. you will 

* be mine,' 

Mif$ Betfy was about to maike feme re- 
ply^ when word was brought that a ferVant 
of the elder mr. Though tlefs defired ' to 
fpeak with her, on which ihe arofehaftily, 
and went to the top of the ftair-cafe to 
hear what tneflage he had to delivei^'to 
her, and was pleafingly fiirprifed whefi^hc 
told h^r, thrft his ftlaftcr ddired the 'fa- 
vour of hei^ compahy^to ftrpper i 
ately at his houfe. — As fhe never ha 
invitatiojpi there bef^re^ ihe was at a JKe 
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to guefs what could have caufed £0 fudden 
an alteration ; — flie alkcd the fellow what 
€ompany was there : — • he told her, only 
mn Francis, and another gentleman whole 
name he . Iqtiew not, but believed^ they 
wanted her on fome affairs concerning the 
late mr. Goodman, becaufe as he was 
waiting, he heard them often mention 
that gentleman and lady Mellafin. 

Though ftie . could - not conceive oA 
what purpofe Ihc wajB to be confulted on 
any thii^ relating to mr. Goodman, yet 
Ihe ^as extremely giad^ that any occafioa 
had happened to induce her brothers 
fend for ner to his houfe^ and ordered the 
man to acquaint his mafter, that fhe would 
hot fail to wait upon' him, with a$ much 
expedition as > a clmr could britig her. 

On ihcr return to fir Frederick, flie 
told him, Ihe had ^ceived a fummdns 
from her dder bfotiier, which fhe was 
under an iadifpetrfable neceffity of com- 
plying with, fo defired he would defer, 
'till another opportunity, any farther dif- 
courfe on the fubjeft they had been talk- , 
iog of. — Having faid this, Ihe called 
haftily for her fan and gloves, and at the 
time gave orders for a chair. — Sir 
rick feemed very much confounded, 
ifclding that any attempt to detain 
V her 

%■ ' 
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her would be impradicable, took his 
leave, laying, V You are going to your 

* brother's, madam:* To which fhe an- 
fwering, fhe was fo. ' I beg then, ma- 
^ dam,' rejoined he, * that you will not 

* mention any thing concerning me, qf 

* the paflion I have for you, till I have 
' the honour of feeing you again. — Be 

* aflured,* continued he, ' I have mighty 

* reafons for this requeft, and fuch, as I 

* flatter myfdf you will allow to be juft/ 
—He faid no more, but perceiving fhe 
was ready, led her down ftairs,. and hav- 
ing put her into a chair, went into thai, 
which waited for himfeJf, little fatisfied 
with the fuCcels .of tliis vifit. 

Though the .motives on which mifs 
Betfy*s company was.defired in fo much 
hurry, by a brother, who had never be- 
fore once invited her, may fcem ftrai^, 
yet as that incident was but the confc- 
quence of other matter^, . which yet remain 
untpld, regularity requires ^ey (hould 
jftrft be difcuflcd. 
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CHAP. X. 

* 

(kntains an account of fome tranfaSlions^ 
wbicb^ though they may not be very 
pleajing in the repetition^ nor are of 
any great confequence to miji Betfy^ 
would render this hijlory extremely de* 
Jicient^ if omitted. 

AS lady Mellafin has made fo confide- 
rahle a figure in the former parts of 
this hiftory, the reader may perhaps now 
begin to think Ihe has been too long neg- 
lefted, it is therefore proper to proceed 
dirc&ly to fome account, now tliat guilty 
and unfortunate woman behaved, after 
l>eing driven in the manner already re- 
lated from the houfc of her much-injured 
hufband, — Mr. Goodman was advifed by 
liiSv lawyer to be extremely private in the 
profecution he was going to commence 
againft her, and by . no means to let her 
kiw>w the fecret of her crirninal conver- 
^'*'* ^li wiUi ^ Marplusr had been difcovered 
*im.: -^^'this feemed a caution neceflary 
'-^^'-rved, in order to prevent her 
ng any meafures, either to in- 
Ke evidence of the witnefles, or 
I, G prevail 
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prevail upon them to abfcond, when th^ 
proof of what they had fworn againft her 
ihould be expefted : ~ the whole detec- 
tion of her gpilt was defigned to come 
at once upon her like a thunderclap, and 
thereby all the little efforts of artifice aiid 
chicanry, to which Ihe, doubtlefs, would 
otherwife have had recourfe, be rendered 
of no ufe, nor give the leaft impediment 
to juftice. ' 

Accordingly, this zealous aflfertor of his 
client's caufe went to vifit her, as of his 
own good will \ — flattered her with the 
hope, that her hufband would foon be 
prevailed upon to take her home agdrn, 
^nd lent her leveral fmall fums of money 
to fupply her necelTities, faying, at the 
fame time, that when matters were made 
iip between them,^ ^nd all was over, he 
very well knew mri Goodman would re- 
turn it|o him with thanks, ' 



This ftratagem had the efieft it was in- 
tended for ; -~ it not only kept her from • 
attempting any thing of the nature above- 
mentioned, but alio from running mr. 
Goodman into debt, which certainly 'Ihe 
might have done, on fome pretence dr 
other, in fpitc of all the care and nlcios 
that could have been taken to deftroy^^ 
credit. / '^ 
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It muft be acknowledged, indeed, that 
afting in this manner was a prodigious 
piece of diffimulation ; but, at the fame 
;ime, it muft be acknowledged alfo, that it 
was abundantly juftified by the caufe, and 

!)raftifed for the moft laudable end, to 
erve an honeft, worthy gentleman, his 
friend and client, againft a woman, who 
had wronged him in the tendereft point, 
and who was capable of making ufe of 
the vileft methods to elude the punifh- 
ment her crimes deferved ; and as a great 
author tells us, 

* It is a kind of ftupid honefty, 

* Among known knaves, to play upon 
• the fquare.* 

I 

Lady Mellafin, however, was lulled 
into fo perfeft a fecurity by her depen- 
dance on the good- nature or her hulband, 
and the tender afFedion he liad always 
Ihcwn to her, as^ well as by the high cha- 
lafter fhe had always heard of the law- 
yer's veracity, that fhe was more cafy than 
CQMld have been expeftcd, in a wotnan of 
%,4cuation, even though it had been as 
J|e.jwas made to believe, 

received, and returned, with her 
^olitenefs and gaiety, the vifits that 

G 2 , were 
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%yere made her by all thofe who thought 
proper to continue an acquaintance with 
her J — flic pretended that it was only a 
little family conteft, that had feparated 
her from mr. Goodman for a (hort time \ 
and always mentioned him with fo much 
kindnefs and refpeft, as made every one 
believe, there was nothing between them, 
but what would be eafijy made up. 

This wa.s indeed the mofl: prudent me- 
thod flic could take, not only to preferve 
her own reputation to the world^ but alfp 
to give mr. Goodman a high idea of her 
conduft, if what'flie faid flaould happen 
to„be repeated to him, 

She was every day in expeftation, that 
through her own good management, and 
the interceflion of the lawyer, whom flie 
now took to be her (launch friend, all 
would be over, and flie fliould h^ recalled 
home, when a citation to appear before 
the doftors of the civil law was delivered 
to her, by an officer belonging t;p that 
tcourt. 

It is more eafy to conceive than dc- 
fcribe her difl:ra6tion, at fo unlooked-W 
a turn ; — • flie now found, that her, in- 
trigue with Marplus was difcovered^ 
that all flie had to dread, was like t( 
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upon her by that event ; — her perplexity 
was alfo greatly increafed, by her not be- 
ing able to find out by whom> or by what 
means fhe had been betrayed 5 — (he fent 
immediately in fearchof Marjplus, whom, 
fince his arrefting mr. Goodmtkr^ fhe had 
riever once feen, nor heard any thing of; 
but all the information fhe could get of 
him, was, that he had been thrown in prifon 
by mr. Goodman, and after confinement 
of a few days,' had been releafed, and was 
gone nobody knew where, but as it was 
fuppofed out of England; — that his 
wife had likewife removed from her lodg- 
ings, but whether with an intention to 
foUow him, or not, no certain intelligence 
could bie given. 

; As this unhappy woman, therefore, 
neither knew on what foundation the ac- 
Cufation agiainfl her was built, nor what 
evidences could be produced to prove it, 
file ipight very weH be bewildered in her 
thoughts, and not know what courfe to 
.take ; yet amidfl all thefe matters of afto- 
niftiment, — opprefled with grief, and 
ftruck with horror at the near profpeft of 
aoproaching infamy, fhe had courage, and 
jfeace enough of mind, to enable her 
I iQ ^ every thing that was necefTary for 
*r( i^fence in fo bad a caufe. 

^^^''' G ? Mr, 
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Mr. Goodman's indifpofition putting a 
ftop to the procefs, ihe had time to con- 
iult with thofe whom fhe found moft 
molt qualified for the purpofe ; — hei 
chief agint was a pettyfogger, or under- 
ftrapper in the law, one who knew all 
thofe quirks and evafions, which are cal- 
led the knavilh part of it» and as the ex- 
treme indigence of his circumftances made 
him ready to undertake any thing, though 
^ver fq defperate, provided it afforded a 
profped: of advantage, fo he had impu- 
dcnce and cunning enough to go through 
with it, even to the hazard of his ears. 

This man kept up her fpirits, by aflur- 
ing her, he would find ways and means 
fo to puzzle the caufe, that nothing fliould 
be clearly proved againft her -, but there 
was no opportunity for him to exercife 
his abilities this way, for mr. Goodman's 
death foon after furnilhed him with ano- 
ther. — Lady Mellafin was no fooner in- 
formed, by fpies fhe kept continually 
about mr. Goodman's houfe, that His life 
was defpaired of, than they fet about 
making his will; — the firft article of 
which, after the prelude ufual in fuch 
\vritin2:s, was this* 
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' Imprimis, I give and bequeath to 

* my dear and well-beloved wife Mar- 
' ^aret, lady Mellafin Goodman, the full 

* fum of thirty thoufand pounds of law- 

* ful money of Great-Britaft^ ^ver and 

* above what otherwife flie might lay 

* claim to as my widow, in confideration 
' of the great wrong I have done her, 

* through the infinuations of malicious 
' and evil-minded pe'rfons, which I now 

* heartily repent me of, and hope, that 

* God and fhe will foro:ive me for it,* ' "' 



Then followed fome other leo^icies to 
feveral of his kindred, and thole of his 
friends, whom he had been known to 
^ve been the moft intimate with ; but 
jf^fums to each were very trifling, and 
t amount in the whole to above 
or eight hundred pounds. — As 
ne, who had the leaft acquaintance 
'th mr. Goodman, was very well con- 
iced, that he had always intended his 
ephew for his heir, the pretended will 
:nt on in this manner : 

' Item, I give and bequeath to my 

*'*r nephew, Edward Goodman, the 

of Nathaniel Goodman, and of Ca- 

tine his wife, late of Bengal, in the 

^-^ndies, the whole refidue of my 

G 4 * eflfeitSy 



128 7he History of 

effeds, whatfoever and wl^refoever thcjr 
fhall be found at my demife ; — pro- 
vided, that he, the laid Edward Good- 
man, fhail take to be his lawful wife. 
Flora M^afin, only daughter, and re- 
maining iffue of fir Timon Mellalin, 
bart. and of the above-mentioned Mar- 
garet his wife ; but in cafe that either 
party fhall refufe to enter into fuch mar- 
riage, then, that he, the faid Edward 
Goodman, fhall be obliged to pay to 
the faid Flora Mellafin, the full fum of 
five thoufand pounds of lawful money 
of Gr^at-Britain, in confideration of the 
misfortunes fhe has fuffered, by the in- 
jury I have done her mother/ 

This impudent piece of forgery was 
figned Samuel Goodman, — in a. charac- 
ter fo like that gentleman's, that when 
compared with other papers of his own 
hand-writing, the difference could not be 
diftinguiflied by , thole who was befl ac- 
c]uainted with it : — two perfons alfo of 
the lawyer's procuring, fet their names as 
witnefTes. 

Notwithilanding the flagrancyof this at- 
tempt, lady Mellafin flattered herfelf witb 
the hopes of its fuccefs, and on mr. Goo4r 
man's death threw in a caveat againft \ht 
real v/ill, and fet up this pretended one,; • 
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On the other hand, though one would 
imagine there needed but httle fkill for 
the deteft'ion of fo grofs an impofition,. 
yet mr. Goodman's lawyer thought pro- 
per to get all the helps he could to cor- 
roborate the truth. — The piece of for- 
gery was dated about ten days before mr. 
Goodman died ; — he knew, . that the 
elder mr. Thoughtlefs came every day to* 
vifit him, during the whole time of his 
ficknefs,, and that mils Betfy, at the time 
this will was fuppofed to be made,, adlu- 
ally lived in the houfe, and that neither 
of thefe two could be totally ignorant of 
fuch a tranfaftion, in cafe anyTuch had 
been. 

It was therefore on the lawyer's requefl:,. 
that mifs Betfy was fent for to her bro- 
ther's houfe ; — fhe anfwered with* a great 
deal of readinefs, to all the queftions he 
put to her,.- according to the beft of her" 
knowledge,, particularly, as to that con- 
cerning the making the will, llie faid,. 
that fh/ef had never heard the leaft men- 
tion of any lav/yer but himfelf coming to 
mr. Goodman's, during the whole time 
of his ficknefs, and that Ihe verily be- 
lieved, no will, but that drawn up by 
i^. And which all the family knew of, 
gofiibly be made by mr. Goodman's' 
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orders, or in his houfe j and as to the ar- 
ticle in the pretended will, relating ta 
mifs Flora, nothing could be a more pal- 
pable forgery, becaufe mr. Goodman had 
offered five hundred pounds with her ia 
marri^e to a linnen-draper, not above 
fix weeks before his parting with lady 
Mellafin, * which,' added fhe, * is a very 
' plain proof, that he never intendftj her 
* tor his nephew.' 

AH the time mifs Betfy ftayed, the 
whole difcourfe was on this affair, and flie 
had no opportunity, as the lawyer was 
prefent, to acquaint her brothers with any 
thing concerning fir Frederick Fineer, as 
otherwife it was her full intention tohave 
done, after the furprifing injuniftion he 
had laid upon her ot fecrefy, in regard of 
his palBon, and every thing relating ta 
him. 
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CHAP. XL 

Is very well deferving the attention of 
all tbofe who are about to marry. 

VirHILE mifi Flora was^ buoyed up 
™ with the expedtatipn, that her so- 
ldier would foon be reconciled to tnr. 
Goodman^ ihe abated not of her formet 
gaiety^ and thought of nothing but in- 
doling her amorous inclinations with the 
man flie liked 5 but when once thofe ex- 
pedsations ceafed^ her fpirits began to fail :: 
— Ihc now found it neceflary for her in- 
tereft, as well as pleafure, to preferve, if 
poffible, the affeftion of her lover j — Ihe 
knew not what dreadful confequences the 
profecution, mr. Goodman was about to 
exhibit againft her mother, might be at- 
tended withy and trembled to think, (he 
muft ihare with her the doable load of 
infan^ and penury, and rightly judged, 
that % man of mr. Trueworth's fortune^ 
honoufi,. and good-nature, would not fuffer 
a womsin, with whom he continued a ten- 
der communication, to be opprefled with 
ainy ills his purfe could relieve her from : 
^.|¥*fj the apprehenfions, therefore, that fhe 
one day be reduced to ftand in- 
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reed of his fupport, affifted the real paf- 
fioni fhc liad for him, and made her teej, 
on the firft appearance of his growing 
coldnefs towards her, all thofe horrors, 
thofe diftraftions, which her letters to 
him had fo livelily reprefented. 

. On his ceafing to make any fixed 
appointment with her, and from feeing 
her' every d^y, to feeing her but once in 
three or four days, gave her, with reafon, 
the moft terrible alarms ; — ' but when,, 
alter an abfence of near a week, fhe had 
followed him to the cofFee-<h6ufe, the 
cool. and indifferent reception fhe there 
met with, gave her, indeed, a mortal ftab 
to all her hopes, and Ihe no longer hefi- 
tated to pronounce her own doom, and 
cry out, fhe was undone.' 

The excufe he made of bufinefs was toa 
weakj — too trite, — too common place 
to gain any credit withher, or alleviate 
her for rows 5 — fhe knew the world too well 
to imagine a young gay gentleman, like 
him, would forego whatever he thought 
a pleafure, for any bufinefs he could pof- 
fibly have ; — fhe doubted hot but there 
v/as a woman in the cafe, and the thoughts 
that, while fhe was in vain expedling hiin> 
l.e was folliciting thofe favours from 4"^ ji- 
val, fhe had fo lavifhly beftowe^v /^|JK 

langui||^F> 
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languifh^d to repeat, fired her jealous 
bnun, even to a degree of frenzy. 

Awhile Ihe raved, with all the wild 
idefpair of ill requited burning love, but 
other emotions foon rofe in her diftra<5led 
bofom not to controul, but add frefh 
fewel to the flame already kindled there : 
^— * My circumftances ! ' cried fhe \ — 

* my ' wretched circumftances ? — What 

* wii^ become of me ? — involved in my 
*- mother's fhame, he will, perhaps, make 
'* that a pretence for abandoning me to 

* thofc misfortunes, I thought I might 
^ have depended on him to relieve. 

However, as the little billet, in anfwer 

to her laft letter to him, contained a pro^ 

mife, that he would write to her the next 

"ay, fhe endeavoured, as much as flie was 

►le„ to compofe herfelf tUl that time,,> 

rough fhe was far from hoping the ex- 

ariation fhe expefted to receive in ft,, 

ouW afford any coiifolation to her tor- 

ientedmind, 

Mr. TruewcM^th affo, in the mean time,, 

is^ not without his own anxieties : — a 

n t>f honour frequently finds more dif- 

'*^^ in getting rid of a woman he is 

of, and loves him, than obtain^ 

woman he loves, and is in purfuit 

of^. 
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of •, but this gentleman had a more than; 
ordinary perplexity to ftruggle through : 
— few women wcrtild go the lengths mifs 
Flora had done for the accompUfiuneni 
of her defires, and he eafily faw, by the 
whole tenor of her behaviour, Ihe would 
go as great, and even more to continue 
the enjoyment of them. 

Glad would he have been to have 
brought her by degrees to an indifference 
for him, — to have prevailed on her to 
fubmit her paffion to the government of 
her reafon, and to be convinced, that an 
amour, fuch as their's had been, otight 
to be looked upon only as a ' tranfient 
pleafure 5 — to be continued while mutual 
inclination and convenience permitted, 
and when broke off remembered but as a 
dream^ 

But this he found was not to be done 
* with 'a woman of mifs Flora's temper 5 — 
he therefore thought it beft not to keep 
her any longer in fufpence^ but let her 
know at once the revolution in her fate,, 
as to that point, which regarded him, 
and the true motive that had occafioned 
it, which he accordingly did in thuefc 
terms i 
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To niifs Flora Mellasin. 

* Madam> 
> TT is with very gi^at difficulty I em- 
« ploy my pen to tell you, it is wholly 

* inconvenient for us ever to meet again, 

* in the manner we have lately done y but 

* I flatter myfelf you have too much good 

* fenfe, and too much honour, not to 

* forgive what all laws, both human and 

* divine, oblige me to. — I am entering 
' into a ftate, which utterly forbids the 
' continuance of thofe gallantries, which 
' before pleaded their own excufe •, •— in 
' fine, I am going to be married, and it 

* would be the higheft injuftice in me ta 

* expedt that fidelity,, which alone caa 

* make me happy in a wife, if my own 

* conduft did not fet her an example^ 

* Though I mufl: ceafe to languilh for 

* a repetition of thofe favours you have 

* bleffed me with^ yet be aflfured I fhall 

* always remember them with gratitude,, 

* and the beft good wiflies for the prof- 

* parity of the fair beftower.* 
» 

^ I fend you back all the teftimonies I 

* have received of your tendernefs, that 
/ are in my power to return : — It be- 
ll^ longs to yourielf to make ufe of your 

'%', ' * utmoft 
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• utmoft endeavours for the recovery of 

• the heart, which diftated them. — '- This 

• I earneftly entreat of you, and in the* 

• hope that you will foon aecomplifli a 
^ work fo abfolutely neceffary for your 

• peace and reputation, I remain, 

* As far as honour will permit,, 
* Madam,- 
* Your moft obliged, 
• And moft humble fervant, 

' C. Trvkwohtk,'' 

Mr. Trueworth flattered himfelf, that 
lb plain a declaration of his fentiments,. 
and intentions, would put a total end to 
all future ,correfpondence between them, 
and having looked it over, after he had: 
finiflicd ijand. found it fuch as he thought 
proper for the purpofe, put it under a 
cover, with all the letters he had received 
from mifs Flora, not excepting the firJft 
invitation fhe had made him, under the 
title of the Incognita, and fent away the 
packet by a porter ^ for he had never en- ' 
trufted his fervants with the conveyance 
of any epiftle from him. to that lady. 

Mifc> 
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Mifs Flora, from the moment her eyes 
were open in the morning, if it can be 
fuppofed flie had any fleep that night, 
had been watching with the moft racking 
impatience for the arrival of mr. True- 
worth's meflenger 5 -— fhe wifhed, but 
dreaded more the eclarrcifement, which 
Ihe expefted would be contained in the 
mandate he had promifed to fend, yet 
was diftrafted for the certainty, how cruel 
foever it might prove. 

At length it came, and with it a con- 
firmation of even worfe than the. mod* 
terrible of her apprehenfions had fuggeft- 
ed : — the fight of her own letters on her 
opening it, almoft threw her into a 
fwoon ; but when her ftreaming eyes had 
greedily devoured the contents of the bil- 
let that accompanied them, excefs of def- 
peration ftruck her for fome moments 
Itupid, and rendered her mind inactive as 
her frame. 

But when awakened from this lethargy 
of filent grief, fhe felt all the horrors of 
a fate Ihe had fo much dreaded : — fruf- 
tratcd at once in every hope, that love or 
intereft had prefented to her, words can- 
not paint the wildnefs of her fancy ; — 
I ,'jlteS'tdre her hair and garments, and icaree: 
SiifS^f--' fpared 
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fpared that face, Ihe had taken fo much 
pains to ornament, for wanting charms 
to fecure the conqueft it had gained. 

But with the more violence thofe tour- 
j3illions of the mind rage for a while, 
the fooner they fubfide, and all is hufh'd 
again ) — as I remember to have fpme- 
where read, 

« After a tempeft, when the winds are 

* laid, 

* The calm fea wonders at the wreck 

* it made/ 

So this unhappy and abandoned crea- 
ture, too much deferving of the fate fhe 
met with, having exhaufled her whole 
ftock of tears, and wafted all the 
breath that life rould fpare, in firuitiefe 
exclamations, the pafTions which had raifed 
thefe commotions in her foul, became 
more weak, and the beguiler Hope once 
more returned, to lull her wearied Ipirits 
into a ftiort-lived eafe. m 

She now faw the folly of ventii^ her 
rage upon herfelf ; — • that to give way to 
grief and defpair would avail her nothing, 
but only ferve to render her more-mife- 
rable •, — f^ that inftead of fitting tangiifly 
down,^ and meanly lamenting her misjf 
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tune in the lofs of a lover, on whom (he 
had built fo much, fhe ought rather to 
exert all the courage, refolution, and ar- 
tifice v'lhe was miftrefs of, in contriving 
fome way of preventing it, if poflible. 

m 

* He is not yet married,' faid fhe ; — 

* the irrevocable words not yet are paft : 
< — I have already broke off his court- 

* fhip to one woman, — why may I not 

* be als fuccefsful in doing fo with ano- 

* ther ? — He cannot love the prefent en*- 

* grofler of his heart more than he did 

* mifs Betfy Thougbtlefs ^ — *tis worth, 

* at leaft, the pains of an attempt/ . 

The firft ftep^ (he had to take, towards 
die execution of her dcfign, was to find 
out the name, condition, and dwellings 
of her happy rival, and this (he thought 
there would be no great difficulty in do- 
ing, as (he doubted not but mr. True- 
worth yifited her every day, and it would 
be ea(y for her to employ a perfon to 
watch whet^^e went, and afterwards to 
make the proper enquiries. 

But, in the mean time, it required 

ne confideration how to behave to that 

tleman, fo as to preferve in him fome 

of efteem foe her, without which Ihe 

Hy judged it would be impoffible for 

her 
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her ever to recover his love, in cafe Ibe 
fhould be fo fortunate as to feparate him 
from the prefent objeft of his flame. 

She knew very well, that all teftimonies 
of defpair, in a woman no longer loved^ 
only create uneaiinefs in the; man who 
occafioned k, and but ferve to make him 
more heartily wifh to get rid of her v flic 
therefore found it beft, as it certainly 
was, to pretend to fall. in with rar. True- 
worth*s way of thinking, — feem to be 
convinced by his reafons, and ready to 
fubmit to whatever fuited with his intereft 
or convenience : — it was fome time be- 
fore fhe could bring herfelf into a fit tem- 
per for this aft of diiTimulation, but fhe 
at laft arrived at it, and gave a proof 
how great a proficient Ihe was in it,, by 
the following lines ; 

To Charles Trueworth, Efq^ 

* Dear Sir^ 

' T AM apt to believe yo» as little ex- 
' pefted as defired an anfwer to the 
*- eclaircifement of yefterday , nor would 
' I have given you the trouble' of this, 
' but to alTure you, it fl>all be the. laft 
' of any kind you ever fhall receive fr 
' me. — Yes, — I have n©w done ^^B^i:^ 
* reproaches^ and complaints, — I 

* notj 
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^ tiothihg to alledge againft you, — no- 

* thing to accufe you of : — '• could the 
' fond folly of my tender paffion have 
' given me leifure for a moment's reflec- 
' tion, I had forefeen, that the misfor- 

* tune, which is now Failing upon me, 
« was inevitable. — I am' how convinced, 

* that I ought not to have hoped, that 

* the unbounded happinefs I fo lately en- 

* joyed, could be of any long duration ; 
-^ -— that a man of your fortund and 

* figure in the world, muft one day marry ; 

* — names and families muft be lup- 

* ported, and your's is too confiderabie 
^ for you to fufFer it to be extinft : — I 

* mufl: not, — I will not, therefore, re- 

* pine at a thing, which, in my 'cooler 

* moments, I cannot but look upon as 
^ eflential to your honour and conveni- 
ence. — Had you quitted me on any 
other fcore, I cannot anfwer but I might 
have been hurried into extravagancies 
difpleafing to you, and unbecoming of 
myfelf: — buther6 I muft refign, and 
am determihed to do fo, with the fame 
|>at5ience, in ihew at leaft, as if I had 
icver loved. — I will not tell you the 
forties I have fuftained in the cruel 

'flift, between my reafon and my 
ion, in making this refolution : -*- 
r fufficient for you to know, that the 
net has the viftoty. -— More might 

* too 
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« too much eflfed your generous nature ; 

* befides, .when woes are remedilefs, they 

* are beft borne in filence. 

' Farewell ! — Oh, farewell for ever I 
< — may you find every thing in the 
^ happy fhe you make your choice of, to 
' give you lafting blifs ; and, to com- 

* pkat all, may fhe love you with the 
^ *' fame ardency, tendemefs, and difinte- 

* reftednefs, as her, who muft now only 
« fubfcribe herfelf, 

* At an eternal diftance ! 

* Dear, dear Sir, 

• Your moft faithful friend, 

< And humble fcrvant, 

* F. Mellasin.' 



This letter, which, it muft be confeflj^d^ 
was wrote artfully ^pough, had all the ef^ 
fe6t It was intended for, on the mind of 
mr. Trueworth ; — it not only afforded 
him an infinity of contentment, as he 
hoped Ihe would foon be enabled to ba* 
iiim all thofe difturbed emotions, which 
naturally attend the breaking off an.M^n 
quaintance, fuch as their's had been, 

it alfo eftabliihed in him» a very hi 

* - 

1 
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idea of her good undcrftanding, — ^ difm- , 
terefted afFeftion, •— honour, and fince- 
rity ; but how long he . continued in this 
favourable opinion, as to the three laft ^ 
mentioned qualifications, will hereafter be 
fliewn. 

V. 

In the mean time, fomething happened, 
which, as he was a man juft, even to the 
extremeft nicety, gaye him, according to 
his way of thinking, a great deal of reafon 
to reproach himfelf. 



CHAP. XII. 

Mifi Betfy's innocence^ as to the Den^ 
ham affair^ fully cleared up to mr. 
T^rueworth^ by a very extraordinary 
accident. 

I^R. Trueworth had made fo great a 
progrefs in his^ourcfhip, that the 
finccrity of mifs Harriot got the better of 
her baflifulnefe, even fo far as to confefs 
t6 him, it was with pleafure fhe yielded 
to the perfuafions of her friends, in favour 
0f Yxki love, and that he had infinitely the 

ence of all mankind in her efteem s 4>^ 
J, her behaviour was fuch, as left "^ 

. nothing 
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nothing wanting but the ceremony to af- 
fure him of his happincfs. 

Sir Bazil alfo having concluded every 
thing with the father of his miftrels, 
brought that young lady acquainted with 
his fifters, who, highly approving their 
brother's choice, foon treated her, and 
were treated by her, with the fame 
affeftion and familiarity as if already 
united. 

There were few hours, excepting thofe 
allotted by nature and cuftom for repofe, 
which this aimable company did not pafs 
together ; the old gentleman, who was 
extremely good' humoured, when nothing 
relatinjg to the parting with his money 
came on the carpet, would frequendy 
make one among them, and being one 
day more than ordinarily chearful, told 
mr. Trueworth, that as he found the 
two weddings were to be fqlemnized in 
one day, and he i)puld give his daugh- 
ter's hand to fir Bazil, d^fired he might 
alfo have the honour of beftowing mifs 
Harriot's upon him •, — ^to which mr. 
Trueworth replied, that he {hould jojf? 
fully receive her from any hands, bi^L 
more particularly from his ; — and t^ 
he took the offer he made him as a- v^ 
great favour.: — . on this, the other gi^ 
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very gay, and faid abundance of merry 
things, to the.no fmal! expence of blufhes, 
lx)th in his daughter and mifs Harriot. 

It is impoffible for any lovers, F^ile 
Waiting' for the confummation of their 
Vim'es, to enjoy a more uninterri>pted fe- 
licity, than did fir Bazil and mr. True- 
worth •, — continually bleft with the fo- 
ciety of their dear miftreflcs, and receiv- 
ing from them air the marks, that a vir- 
tuous viffeftion could beflow, jet both of 
them found it requifite to contrive every 
day fome ndw party of pleafure or ether, 
ill order to begtfiie the neceflary, though 
to them tedious, time it took up in draw- 
ing of writings, and other preparations 
for 'the fo much 'longed-for rtuptiafs, 
which m'rs. Wellair did not fail to do all 
m her pirt to haflen, being impatient to 
return to her family, whence fhe had 
been abfent lono;er than ftie had intended. 

' Sir Barii and lilr. Trueworth having 
been taking a little li^fcc in the park one 
liiorning, thp^iiormer finding himfelf fo 
Jiear the haffetion of mifs Mabel, could 
not forbear Syj^ng on her; though flie 
IRras to dine that day at his h6ufe, and 
iwi*. Truewoil:h readily accompanied him ; 
hidy Was then at her toilet, but 
no fcruple of admitting them iriro 
.III. H • her 
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her drefling-room, where they had fear 
feated themfelves, when her woman, wl 
^^ waiting, was called out by a foe 
man to fpeak to fome people, who, 
faid,* were very importunate to fee m 
Mabel, and would take no anfwer trc 
him. 

* Rude guefts, indeed,' cried mifsM 
bel, ' that will not take an anfwer froir 

* fervant : —Who are they ?' — < I nev 

* faw them before, madam,' replied t 
footman ; * but the one is a woman of 

* very mean appearance, and the oth( 

* I believe^ is a foldier : ■ — I told the 

* your ladyJhip had company, and con 

* not be feen ; but the man faid, he or 

* begged one word with you, — that 

* was juft come from abroad, and want 

* to know where he might fee his chil 

* and ^ deal of fuch fluff : — • the worn 

* is aln^ofl: as impertinent as the ma 
« and I cannot get: them frpm the doo 



* I will lay my life Jjgon it, madan 
faid the waiting-maid, ^ ^at this is t 

* father of the child, tl^af you and m 

* Betfy Thoughtlefs h^^ been fo go< 
^ to keep, ever fince the mother's deati 
•< — ' I vcrilv believe thou haft hit 
' the right,* cried mifs Mabel ; — t 

* thee go ,down^ and if it be as 

' . im 
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* imagineft, bid th( m come up, — I will 

* fee them.' 

The maid went as fhe was ordered, 
and immediately returned with two per- 
fons, fuch as the footman had defcribed : 
— the woman was the firft that advanced^ 
and after dropping two or three curtfies 
each of the company, addrefled herfqlf 
mifs Mabel in thefe words : — ' I do 
not know, madam,* faid jQhe, ' whether 
your ladyfliip may remember ^me, but 
I nurfed poor mrs. Jinks, your lady- 
fhip's fempftrefs and clear-ftarcher, all. 
the time of her lying-in, when your 
ladyfhip, and madam Betfy Thought- 
lefs, were fo good as to (land god- 
mothers, and afterwards took the child, 
that it might not go to the parilli.* 

* I remember you very well/ replied 
"lifs Mabel ; * but pray what is your 
bufinefs with me now ?' — ' Why, ma* 
dam,* faid ftie, ^your ladyfhip mufl: 
know, that mrs. Jinks's hufband has 
feen his folly at laft, — has left the 
army, and is relolved to take up and 
^ettle in the world; — -fo, madam, if 
3ur ladyfhip pleafes, he would willingly 
'c his child.' 

H 2 ' or 



148 7y&^ HISTORY of 

^ O 1 doubtlefs, lie may have his child,* 
rejoined mifs Mabel ; — ' but hearkye, 

* friend/ continued fhe, turning to the 
man, * are you able to keep your child?' 

* — Yes, madam,* anfwered he, coming 
forward, ' thank God, and good friends ; 

* — I had an uncle down in Northamp- 

* tonfliire, who died a while ago, and left 

* me a pretty little farm there ; — and 
^ fo, as my neighbour here was telling 

* you, I would not have my child a bur- 

* then to any body.' — ' If , we had 

* thought it a burthen,* faid mifs Mabel, 

* we (hould not have taken ip upon us; 

* — however, I am glad you are in cir- 

* cumilances to maintain it yowrfelf ; — 
« your wife was a very honeft, induftri- 

* ous woman, and fuffered a great deal 
*- through your negle£l, but I hope you 

* will make it up in the care of the child 

* fhe has left behind.' 

« Aye, madam/ replied he, wiping 
his eyes, '^ I have nothing elfe to remem- 
« ber her •, — I did not ufe her fo well ais 

* flie defervcd, that's certain, but I have 

* fowed all my wild oats, as the faying 

* is, and I wi(h fhe were alive to have 
^ fjie benefit of it' 

^ That 
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\ That cannot be,' interrupted the wo- 
man, ' fo don't trouble good madam with 
' your forrowful (lories ; — if her lady- 

* Ihip will: be fo good only to give us 

* direftions where to find the child, for 
'we have been to madarti Betfy's, and 
Vher ladyfliip was not at home, fo we 

* made bold to come here.' — ' Yes, 
' madam,' cried he, ' for my colonel 
' comes to town in- a day or two, and I 
' (hall get my difchnrge, and have no 
' mt)re to do with the fervice, fo would 

* willingly have my chi'd to take do\iPii> 

* with me to the farm.' 

Mifs Mabel madc^no other n:n!V:r to 
this, than faying, it v/as very v/r-i!, a.i i 
immediately gave them the direftion they 
requefted, to Goody Bufliman's, at Den- 
ham. — ' I cannot tell you exadly where 

* the houfe is, faid fhe •, * but you will 

* eafily find her, the hufband is a garde- 

* ner, and fl>e has beisn a nurfe for many 

* years ?' 

The fellow feemed extremely pleafed, 
thanked her as v/ell as he could in his 
homely fafiiion, and defired fhe would be 
fo kind to give his duty to the other 
.lildy, and thank her alfo, for her part of 
^^^^^ flavours both his wife and child had 

H 3 received 
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received^ nor had he forgot his manners 
fo far, as not to accompany thefe tefti- 
monies of his gratitude with a great 
n^any low fcrapes, till he got quite out 
of the room. 

After this fir Bazil began to grow a 
little pleafant with mifs Mabel, concern- 
ing the motherly part ifhe had been adt- 
ing : • — * You do me more iionour than 

* I deferve,* faid fhe, laughing ; « for it 

* was but half a child I had to take care 

* of, fo confequently I could be but half 

* g itftdier. — I am glad, however,' con- 
tinued ihe, more ferioufly, « that my little 

* god -daughter has found a father.* 

While they were talking in this man- 
ner, the old gentleman happening to come 
in, and hearing fir Bazil was above with 
his daughter, lent to defire to fpeak with 
him in his clofet. 

. Mifs Mabel being now alone with mr. 
Trueworth, thought fhe faw fomething in 
his countenance, which very much fur- 
prifed her, — ' You are penfive, fir,* 
laid Ihe ; — ' I hope the mention we 

* have been making of mifs Betfy has 
' given you no alarm.* — ' A very great 
' one,* anfwered he ; * but not on t 

* account you may perhaps imagine : - 




■ '>i 
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* have wronged that lady in th6 mofb- 
' cruel manner •, — and thougii«he injury 

* I have done her went no farther than 
' my own heart, yet I never can forgive 

* myfclf for harbouring fentiments, which 

* I now find were fo groundlefs and un- 
' juft.' 

As it was not poflible for mifs Mabel 
to comprehend the meaning of thcfc 
words, ihe in treated him, fome what hafti- 
ly, to explain the myftery they fcemed to 
contain : on which he made no fcru{)Ie 
of repeating to her the fubflancc of the 
letter he had received ; — his going tlov n 
to Denham,^ in order to convince hinulif 
more fully, and the many circumftaiiccs, 
which, according to all appearances, cor- 
roberated the truth of that infamous fcan- 
dal- 

Never was aftonifhment equal to tliat 
mifs Mabel was in, on hearing the nar- 
rative of fo monftrous a piece of villainy : 
-— * Good God!* cried fhe, * I know 

* mifs Betfy has many enemies, who fet 
' -all her aftions in the worft light, and 

* conftrue every thing fhe fays and does 

* into meanings fhe is ignorant of herfcif ; 
f.ifut this is fo impudent, — fo unpara- 

^ed a (lander, as I could not have 

H 4 « thought 
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* thought the malice of either men or 

* vils could have invented.* 

* Indeed, madam/ faid mr. Truewoi 

* iliouid fortune ever difcover to me 

* author of this execrable falfhood, 

* know no revenge I could take, t 

* would be fufficient^ both for traduc 

* the innocence of that lady, and the i 

* pofition pra6lifed upon myfelf.' — Iv 
Mabel agreed with him, that no puni 
ment could be too bad for the invent 
of fuch cruel afperfions, and havinc 
little vented her indignation on all v 
were capable of the like pradices ; — 

* fuppole then,' faid fhe, * that it ^ 
*- owing to this wicked ftory that you 
« fill^^d your vifits to mifs Betfy.* 

' Not altogether, madam,' anfwe 
he ; — ' I had long before feen it ^ 
' not in my power to infpire that 1; 
'with any fentiments of the kind, t 

* would make me happy in a man 

* ftate. — I loved her, but my rea 

* combated with my paffion, and got 

* better.' 

^ I underftand you^ fir,' replied i 
< and though I hope, nay believe in 
' foul, that poor mifs Betfy is innoc 

* as a veftal, yet I cannot but owrt, \ 
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* the too great gaiety of her temper, and 
' the pride of attradting as many admirersr 

* as have eyes to behold her, hurries her 
' into errors, which, if perfeveredin, can- 
^ not but be fatal, both to the peace and 

* reputation of a hufband ; — where you 

* now are fixed you doubtlefs have a 
V* much better profpeft of being truly 

* happy. — It is however a great pity, 

* methinks,' continued this amiable lady, 

* that fo many rare and ' excellent qua- 

* lities, as mifs Betfy is poflefled of, 

* fliould all be fwallowed up and loft in the 

* nonfcnfical va^iity of being too generally 
^ admired** 

They had time for no more, — fir Ba- 

zil returned ; — he had only been fent for 

to examine the foul copy of the marriage 

articles, which the old gentleman had juft 

brought from his lawyers, on purpofe to 

JheW it to him fome time that day, and 

ley now took their leave, that tlie lady 

ight have time to drefs ; — fir Bazil 

oking on his watch, faid, it was then 

quarter paft two, and they fiiould dine 

three, ib begged fiie would not wafte 

much tigic in confulting her glafs ; 

• ' added he, * you know you hig^e 

lys charms for me/ — ^ And I am 

afliamed then,* replied Ihe, with a 

' even before mr; Trueworth, to 

H 5 * confefs. 
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* confefs, that I defire to have none for 
< any other.* \ 

He kiffed her hand on this obliging 
fpeech, and ran haftily down ftairs, fol-^ 
lowed by mr. Trueworth, whofe temper 
had not yet quite recovered its accuftomed 
vivacity* 



CHAP. XIIL 

Zeem% to promife a very great change, 

for the better^ both in the humour 

and conduSi ofmifs Betfy^ in regard 

to thofe who profejfed themfehes her 

lovers. 

AS little as mifs Betfy had accuftomed 
herfelf to compare and judge of 
things, (he wanted not the power^ when- 
ever it pleafed her to have the will to do 
fo : — the words of fir Frederick Fineer^ 
on taking leave of her at his laft vifit, 
funk pretty deeply into her mind, nor 
could (he remember them without a mix«» 
tiMte^f furprife,^ refentmeht, and confu* 
fll^^2*,No man, excepting mr. SaveLtig^ 
whofe reafons for it flie could not Ihi|^S 
,^low were, mj^able, had hitherto ci 
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prefumed to make his addreflcs to her in 

a clandeftine manner,, and fir Frederick 

Fineer feemed to her, of all men, to have 

the leaft excufe for doing fo, and Ihc 

would not have hefitated one moment to 

come into her brother Frank's opinion,, 

that he was no other than an impoftor,. 

if the dependance fhe had on the good 

faith of mrs. Modely had not prevented- 

her from entertaining fuch a belief. 

Befides, all the pleafurc her gay .young 
heart as yet ha,d ever been capably of tak- 
ing in the conquefts fhe had made, con- 
fited in their being known, a^d this pro- 
ceeding in fir Frederick was too mprtify- 
ing to that darling propensity, to bcjuaafi- 
ly forgiven, even though he fliould m'ake 
it appear,, that the motives on whick he 
requefted this fecrecy was fuch as could 
not be difpenfed with. 

* What can the man mean ?* faid flie : 
« — I fuppofe, by his defiring his court- 

• Ihip to me fhould be a fecret, he in- 

• tends a marriage with me ftiould be fo 
^ too J — that I ihould' live with him 

• only as the flave of his loofe pleafures •, 

• and, though a lawful wife, pafs me in 

• the eyes of the world for a kept ^D:jif- 
trefs. — Was ever fuch infblence ! — 
fiacE an unparalelled infult, both on m^ 

H €* ' perfofl 
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* perfon and underftanding ! — Heaven 
' be my witnefs, that it is only his qua- 

* lity could induce me ;' nay, I know not 
' as yet whether even that would be 

* fufficient to induce me to become his . 

* wife, and can he be fo fidiculoufly vain 
' as to imagine I would accept him on 

* any cheaper terms, than that eclat his 

* rank and fortune would beftow upon 

* me ?' 

She {pent all that part of the night, 
which fhe could fpare from fleep, in me- 
ditating on this affair, and at laft came to 
a refolution of feeing him no more, what- 
ever he might pretend in juftification of 
his late requeft. 

She alfo had it in her head to return 
unopened any letter he fhould fend, but 
curiofity prevailed above her refentment 
in this point, and when his fervant came 
'in the morning, and prefented her with 
his mafter^s compliments, and a billet at 
the fame time, fhe had not the power of 
denying herfelf the fatisfaftion of feeing 
what exaife he would make : — - the con- 
tents of it were as follow : 
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To the delight of my eyes, the life of my 
defires, the only hope and joy of my 
adoiing foul, the divine mifs 
Betsy Thoughtless. 

^ Bright ft ar of England I 

CINCE laft I left your radiant pre^ 
fence, my mind has been all dark 
and gloomy, — my anxieties are un- 
utterable, — intoUerable ^ — I know not 
what cruel conftrudtions you may put 
upon the petition I made you, of not 
mei^tioning me ta your brothers; — 
but fure you cannot /think I apprehend 
a refufal from that quarter : — no, — • 
my birth and fortune fet me above aH 
doubts of that nature, and I am very 
certain, that both they, and all your 
kindred, would rather force you, if in 
your power, to accept the hand I offer ; 
but it is not to them, but to vourfelf 
alone I can fubmit to yield. — Heaven,, 
'tis true, is in poffefling you, but then 
I would owe that heaven only to your 
love ; — you may think, perhaps, that 
this is too great a delicacy, but know, 
fair angel, that there is another motive, 
— a motive, which, though derived from 
the fame fource, binds me in aditferent 
^ way. — Fam would I court you, — fain 
'* marry you^ with all the pomp and fpteiiri 
> * dor 
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* dor your fuperior beauty merits ; but 
^ neither my virtue^ my honour, nor my 

* religion will permit it : — the myftery 

* is this : ' 

« Upon examining into the caufe, why 

* we fee fo many jarring pairs united ia 

* the facred yokje of matrimony,. I found 

* it wholly owing to the want of that true 
^ affeftion, which^ to make perfeft bap^ 

* pincfs, ought to precede the nuptial ce- 

* remony, — that fordid intereft, — the 

* perfuafions of friends, or feme fuch fel- 

* fifli view, either on the one fide or the. 

* other^ had given the hand without the 

* heart, and inclination had no ihare in 

* beckoning to the altar. 

* Being convinced of this trudi hy ii> 

* numerable examples, and refolvcd to 
« avoid the fate of others, I n:iadc a vow,. 

* and bound myfelf by the moft folemn 

* imprecations never to marry any wo- 
^ man, how dear foever fhe might be' to- 

* me, that wojlBd not affure me of her 

* love, by flyifig privately with me to the 

* altar,, without confulting friends, or 

* aflcing any advice, but ot her own fofc 

* defires. 

* This, my adorable charmer^ beir^, 
•* the cafe, I am certain you have xxta*. 
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* high a fenfe of the duty owing to all 

* that's holy, to exacfl from me a thing 
' which you cannot be but certain, muft 
' entail eternal perdition on my perjured 
' foul.- 

* Let us hafte then to tie the blifsful 

* knot> and furprife our friends with a 
' marriage they little dreamed of. — As 
' Phoebus each night hurries himfelf inta 

* the lap of Thetis, to render his appear- 

* arice more welcome the next d^y, fo 

* ftiall the next mornings after our mar- 
' riage, behold us ftiine forth at once na 
^ lefs gorgeous than the bright ruler of 
' the day, dazzling the eyes of the ad* 

* miring world. 

* I am fired with the imagination, and- 
' am 'wrapped in extacies unutterable, — ?- 
^ but will fly this evening to your divine 
' feet, where^ I hope to perfuade you to 

* delay our mutual happinefs na longer 
than to-morrow, and exchange my pre- 

^ fent appellation of lovfer into that of 
'' hufband, alSaring yourfelf I fhall then br^. 
' as now, with the moft confummate de- 
^ votion to your all-conquering charms,, 
* Sweet goddefs of my hopes,. 
' Your paflionate adorer,. 
i, ' * And everlafting flave, 

■', * F. FlNEER^ 

^ P.S. 
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* P.S. I befeech you will" give necefiary 
' orders for preventing any impertinenc 

* intruder from breaking in upon our 

* converfe, for, exclufive of my vow, 

* I fhould deleft, as the poet fays, 

*' With noife and fliew, and in a crowd 

" to woo, 
** For true felicity dwells but in two. 

* Once rnore, my dear divinity, — adieu.* 

Mifs Betfy read this letter over feveral 
times, and mad:e herfelf miftrefs of the 
fenfe, as flie thought, of every part of it; 
— Ihe had always found, in every thing 
he faid or did, a great deal of the afFeded 
and conceited coxcomb ; but in this, Ihe 
imagined he difcovered more of the de- 
^^ figning knave : — the vow he mentioned 
'^Ijjfc^ was an excufe too fhallow to pafs on a 
difcernment fuch as her's ; but her vanity 
ftill fuggefting, that he was really in love 
with her, and that if he intended any 
villainy towards her, it was enforced by 
the violence of his paflion, it came into 
her head, that there was a poffibility of 
his b^ing already married, or contra<5led,. 
to fome lady, whom he durft hot brealc 
witli, but being bent on gaining her at 
events, he had formed this pretence o£^ 
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vow, in order to gain her to a clandeftine 
marriage, thinking, that after it was over, 
and there was no remedy, fhe would be 
content to live with him in a private man- 
ner, fince it would then be imprafticable 
for Iier to do fo in a public one. 

This indeed fhe could not be certain of, 
but fhe was fo, that it did not become a 
woman of any family and chciradier to re- 
ceive the addrefles of a man, how fu- 
perior foever he might be in point of for- 
tune, v/ho either was aftiamcd, or had 
any other reafons to hinder him from 
avowing his paflion to her relations. 

She refolved^ therefore to put an end, at 
once to a courtfliip, which, however 
high her expeftations at 'firft had been, 
fhe now faw no probability would afford 
her either honour or fatisfaftion. 

She had no fooner fixed herfelf in this 
determination, than fhe went to her ca- 
binet, with an intent to pack up all the 
letters fhe had receive4 from him, and 
enclofe them in one to mrs. Modely ; but 
recoUefting, fhe had given one ot them 
to her brother Frank, which he had not 
yet returned, fhe thought fhe would' de- 
|pr, *till another opportunity, this tefti- 

mony 
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mony of the difregard flie had for him- 
felf, and all that came from him. 

To prevent, however, his troubling 
her with any more vifits, meffages, or 
epiftles, (he fat down to her efcrutore, 
and immediately wrote her prefent fenti- 
ments to his agent, in die following 
terms : 



To mrs. Modely. ' 

« Dear Modely j 

AS it is not my cuftom to write to men, 
except on bufinefs, of which I ne- 
ver reckoned love, nor the profeflions of 
it, any part,. I defire you will tell fir 
Frederick Fineer, that the only way for 
him to keep his oath in violated, is to 
ceafe entirely all farther profecution of 
his addreffes to me ; for as my birth 
and fortune, as well as my humour, 
fet me above encouraging a fecret cor- 
refpondence with any man, on what 
pretence foever it may be requefted; he 
may expeft, nay aflure himfelf, that oa 
the next vifit he attempts to make m^> 
or letter or meflage he caufes to be left 
for me, I fhall diredly acquaint my^ 
brothers with the whole ftory of h& 
courtfhip, the novelty of which ip|||- 
poffibly afford us fome diverfion. 
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* I thank you for the good I believe 
' you intended me, in your recommen- 

* dation of a lover, whofe title and eftate 
' you might think had fome charms in 
' them, and the oddities of whofe temper 
' you were .perhaps unacquainted with. 

' I defire, however, you will hencefor- 

* ward make no mention of him, but, 

* whenever I fend for you, confine your 
' converfation to fuch matters as befits 

* your vocation, for as to others I find 

* you are but little fkilled in what will 

* pleafe her, who is, 

t Notwithftanding this. raillery, 

' My dear Modely, 

* Your friend and fervant, 

' B. Thoughtless* 

* P.S. To fhew how much I am in earneft, 

' I fhould have fent the baronet all the* 

* epiftles he ^ has been at the pains of 
' writing to me ; but I am juft *going 
' out, and have not leifure to look. 

* them up ; — I will not fail, however, 

* to let him have them in a day or 

* two : — they may ferve any other 
- ,* woman as well as me, and favehim. 

^ ^ abundance of trouble in his next 
.; • courtfhip. — You fee I have fomc 

' good« 
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' good-nature, though nothing of that 

* love I fuppofe he innagined his nie- 

• rits had infpired me with. — Adieu.* 

Mifs Betfy was highly diverted, after 
fending this difpatch, to think how filiy 
poor Modely would look, ow finding her- 
felf obliged to deliver luch a meffage to 
her grand lodger, and how difraally mor- 
tified he would be on the receiving it. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Shews that mtfi Btify\ * whenever Jhe 

pkajid to exert herfelj\ had it in her 

power to be difcreet^ even on occa^ 

Jions the mofl tempting to her humour 

and inclination. 

COON after mifs Betfy had fent away 
what fhe thought would be a final an- 
fwer to fir Frederick, her brother Frank 
came in ; — fhe immediately fhewed him 
the letter fhe had received that morning, 
and related to him in what manner fhe 
had behaved concerning it, with which he 
was extremely pleafed, and faid more ten- 
der things to her, than any fhe had heard 
from him, Cnce he came to town. \ 
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' This is a way of afting, my dear 

* fifter/ faid he, ' which if you perfevere 

* in, will infallibly gain you the efteem- 
' of all who know you 5 for while you 

* encourage the addrefles of every idle 
' fop, believe me, you will render your- 

* felf cheap, and lofe all your merit with 

* the fenfible part of mankind.' 

If (he was not quite of his opinion in 
this point, fhe offered no arguments in 
joppofition to thcv remark he had made, 
^nd affured him, as Ihe had done once 
before, that Ihe would never give any 
man the leaft grounds to hope fhe ap- 
proved his pretenfions, *till fhe had firft 
received the fanftion of both his, and her 
brother Thoughtlefs's approbation. 

He tlien told her, that they had rje- 
ceived intelligence, that the India fliip, 
which they heard was to bring mr Ed- 
ward Goodman, was fafely arrived in the 
Downs ; fo that in all likelihood that 
gentlcQian would be in London in two or 
three days at farthefl j — * which I am 
very glad of,' faid he ; ' for, though I 

* believe the lawyer a very honefl, dili- 
^ gent man as any can be of his profeflion, 
^ fhe prefence of the heir will give ^ life 

^ tx> 
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' to the caufe, and may bring thin 

* a more fpeedy iffue.* 

He alfo told her, that a gentlem 
his brother's acquaintance had the di 
fore received a letter from fir 1 
Trufly, intimating, that he (houl 
obliged, by the death of mr; Goo( 
there being affairs of confequence be 
them, to come to town much foonei 
he had intended, and that he f 
bring his lady with him : — ' And 

* my dear fifter,* faid he, * you w 

* happy for a time at lead, in th( 
« verfation and advice of one, who, 

* certain, in her good wifhes for yc 

* ferves to be looked upon by you, 

* fccond mother.* 

He was going on in fome farther 
mendations of that worthy lady, 
mifs Betfy's man came to the dining 
door, and told her, that mr. M 
was below in the parlour, and woul 
on her, if jDhe was at leifure. — 
Francis perceiving flie was hefi 
what anfwer to make, cried h 

* pray filler admit him : — this is [ 

* now I fhall fee how much he exce 

* True worth in perfon and parts.' 

* never told you,' anfwered fhe, ' I 

* did fo in either j but perhaps h( 
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' in his good opinion and efteem for me ; 
< — however, I think you promifed -flever 

* to mention Trueworth again to me -, — 

* I wifti you would keep your word/ — 

* Well, — I have done,* faid he, ' do 

* not keep the gentleman waiting/ — On 
which fhe bade the footman defire mr. 
Munden to walk up. 

That gentleman was a good deal difcon- 
certed in his mind, concerning the little 
progrefs his courtfhip had made with mifs 
Betfy •, — he had followed her for a con- 
fiderable time, — been at a great expence 
in treating and making preftnts to her ; — 
he had ftudied her humour, and done 
every thing in his power to pleafe her, yet 
thought himfelf as far from the completion 
of his wifhes, as when he began liis ad- 
dreffes to her ; — he had not for feveral 
days had an opportunity of fpeaking one 
word to her in private ; — fhe was either 
abroad when he came, or fo engaged in 
company, that his prefence ferved only to 
fill a vacant feat in her dining-room ; — 
he therefore determined to know what fate 
he was to expeft from her. -^ 

As he had not been told any body was 
Jlow with her, and had never feen mr. 
l^^cis before, he was a Httle ftartled on 
coming into the room, to find a young, 

gay 
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gay gentleman feated very near her, and 
lolling his arm, in a carelefs pofhire, over 
the back of the chair in which ftie was fit- 
ling ; 7 — on his entrance, they both rofc to 
receive him with a great deal of politenefs, 
which he returned in the fame manner, ; 
but added to the firft compliments, that he 
hoped he had been guilty ot no intrufion. 

* Not at all, fir,' replied the brpther of 
iiiifs Bstfy, ^ I was only talking to my 

* filter on fome family affairs, which we 
' may refume at any time, when no more 

* agreeable fubje6ts of entertainment fall 

* in our way.' — ' Yes, mr. Munden,' 
faid mifs Betfy, ' this is that brother, whofe 

* return to town you fo often heard me wifli 
' for: — and this, brother,* continued 
flie, turning to mr. Francis, , ' is a gentle- 

* man who fometimes does me the honour 

* of calling upon me, and whofe vifits to 
' me I believe you will not difapprove.' 

She had no fooner ended thefe words 
than the two gentlemen mutually advanced, 
embrace^, and faid they fhould be proud 
of each other's acquaintance ; after which 
they entered into a converfation fprighdy 
enough for the time it lafted, which W?^ 
not long ; for mr. Francis looking on *^~ 
v/atch faid, he was extremely mortifie^ 
jeave fuch good company, but bu64 
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*very^ urgent nature called him to a dUt- 
icrent place at that hour. 

As much as mr. Munden was pleafed 
to find himfelf fo obligingly introduced 
by his miftrefs, to the acquaintance of her 
brotRer, he was equally glad to be rid 
of him at this jun<Sure, when he came 
prepared to prefs her fo home ta an ecjiair- 
ciflement, as Ihould deprive her of all 
poflibility of keeping himfelf any longer 
in fufpence. 

It was in vain for her now to have re- 
corrrfe to any of thofe evafions by which 
fhe had hitherto put him off, and fl^e 
found herfelf imder a neceflity either of 
entirely difcarding him, or giving him 
fome Kind of .affurance, that the continu- 
ance of his pretenlions would not be in 
vain. 

:^ Never had fhe been fo plunged before, 

^ never had any of her lovers infifted in 

fuch plain terms on her declaring herfelf, 

and flie was compelled, as it were, to tell 

Maij lince he was fo impatient for the 

^^nition of his fate, it was from her 

'*^*^ers he muft receive it, for * fhe was 

^, nay had folemnly.promifed, to 

'tito no engagement without their 

.^tige and apprbbation. ^-* But fup- 

III. I ' pofe,' 
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' «; p^fe,* laid he, « I jhoul^^^"^ ^o, J^ppy 

* as to obtain their conlent, , pay X/tben 
« aflfure myfelf'you will Be mme^V— 

* Would you wifti me to hate you,^ cried 
fhe, fpmewhat peevifhly ? — * Hat^t me!* 
anfwered he; — 'no, madaip^ it is ypur 
« love I would purchafe, alnjoft it the 

* expence of life/ 

' Perfecute me then no more,* faid flie, 

* to give you promifeis or afliirances, 

* which would only make me fe^ you 

* with confufion, and thii^of you wth 

* regret ; — it is fufficicnt I efteem you, 

* and liften to the profeflions of your love, 

* — let that content you, and , leave to 

* myfelf the grant of more.' — * Yet, 
• * madam,' refumed he, • — and was going 

on, but was interrupted by the ipaid, 
who came haftily into the room, and 
laid, * Madam, here is mifs Mabel. 

She had no foorter fpoke thefe words, 
than the jady fhe mentioned followed her 
into the rcjom. — Mifs Betfy was never 
more glad \o fee her than now, when Jier 
prefcnce afforded her fo feafohable a re- 
lief : — * My dear mifs Mabel,' faid ^tvti 

* this is kind indeed, when I already owe 

* you two vifits.' — * I believe yQii qwc 

* me more,' anfwered fhe, with a tim|(|| 

* but I did notxome to reproach W*^ 
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^^:hpr can this indeed b^ ju(lly called a 

* Vifit, fince it is only .a mere matter <jf 
^ bulinefs brings me hither at this time.*" 

Mr. Munden on tliis thought proper 
10 take his leave> but, in doing Tq, md 
to mifs Betfy,* with a very grave air, -—. 

* I hope, madam, you will have the good* 
' nefs to confider feripufly on^ what w« 

* ha^ce been talking of : — I will do my- 

* felf the honour to wait upon your bro- 

* thers to-morrow, and afterwards on 

* yourfelf.* — With thefe >yords he with- 
drew without flaying for any anfwer.* 

* I know not,' faid mifs Mabel, after 
he was gone, * whether what I have to 

* fay tp you wiU be of fufficient moment 

* to excufe me for depriving you of your 
'* company,,— fince I only called to tell 

* you^ that we are eafed of our little pen- 

* fioner at Denham^ by the father's un- 
'* expe^dly coming to claim his own.'. 

J Mifs Betfy replied, that flie guefled as 

much, fpr Ihe had heard thofe people had 

^ been at her lodgings, when flie was not 

, kt borne, and had faid fomewhat of their 

V Du&iefs to her fervant. — ' I am alfo to 

-if, pay you,* refumed the other, ' my quota 

''^^0 tl^e laft month's nurfing/ — In Ipeak- 

thefe words ihe toofe out of her pocket 

I 2 the 
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the little ifum (he i^jocki indebted ior, and 
laid it on tlie table. 

. ... V • . 

/ 

Though mils Betfy had the mol^ per- 
Feft regard and good wifhes for mifs Ma- 
bel, and mifs Mabel the fame for mifs 
Betfy, yet neither of them was in the fe- 
crets of the other : — • they vilited biit 
feldom, and when they did, talktd onty 
on indifferent affairs. —-In fine, tho^gli 
they both loved the amiable qualities each 
found in the other, yet the wide contra- 
riety between their difpofitions, ocdafiohed 
a coolnefs in their behaviour, which th^ir 
hearts were Far from feeling. 

Mifs Mabel ftayed but a very few 
minutes, after having difpatched -the bu- 
finefs Ihe came upon, nor was mils Betfy 
at all troubled at her dqOTtutCy being at 
prefent, .what flie very rar'ely^was, In'a 
humour rather to be alorie t^^ in any 
company whatever. - . 

She no fooner was at liberty th^n ihe 
began to refJcfl: on the tranfaflaSito of tHat 
morning', — Ihe had done ^ two things, 
**v^hich feemed preftty extraoifdinary tahter; 
— Ihe had entirely dififiiffed fehe lo^er;^ a 
piece of refolution fhe did not a littfe^fi^' 
lue herfelf upon, but then ihe* was 
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at the too great encouragement, as fhe 
thou^t it, whicji fhe had given to another. 

« What fliall I do with this Munden ?*• 
faid fhe to herfelf. — * If my brothers' 

* Ihould take it into their heads to ap- 

* prove of his pretenfions, I Ihall be as 

* -miicfc tcazed on lus account; • as I wias 
*'Qn that of mr. Tracworth's : — I have j 

* ,110' averfion indeed: to the man, but I 

* am? equally, as far from having any love 

* for him ;— there is nothing, in hia per- # 

* fbn, or behaviour, that might make a 

* woman afhamcd of bcir^his .wife^' yet 

* I can fee nothing fo extraordinary in 

* him, as to induce me to become fo.^* ' 

* 
« Why then/ continued t fhe, * did I 
«-n»t tell him at once I i would not have 

* him^ and that if he was weary of pay- ' 

ing his reipefts to me, he might carry 

them where they would be more kindly 

-eccived ? — It was a very filly thing 

ji ;niie to fend him to my brothers ; — 

they arp ia fuch hafle to get me out ot' 

^hei jway of what diey- c^U temptation , 

tint I beliwc they would marry me to 

vym^^i that, was of a good family 

^ Md an eftate. — if I rnufl needs* 

a hufband to pleafe them, I had 

ter have taken Trueworth, — I am 

* ^here is.no comparifcn between tlic 

I 3 • nien^ 
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* iiiea \ but it is too late to thinkjof that 

* now, for it is very plain, both by hiS' 
•^ i)chaviour to me when laft I faw him, 

* and by what he faid to my-bfotfier 

* Frank, that he has given over all in- 

* tentions on that fcore.' 

. . ' - • • 

She was in the midft of thefe cogita- 
tions, when a fervaht belbngihg to the 
ladies whom Ihc vifited at St. James's, 
eame and prefented her v with a letter, 
containing thefe lines : 

To mifs Bjbtsy Thoucht£E$s. 

■■< ' 
• Dear creatun^ 

* V|Y fitter and felf had an invltatiba 
^ to apar^ of pleafurje, wh^re there 

* will be the oeft company, ^-r^the Irf^ 
-< muftck, and the beft enter tainriacnt^ in ^ 

* the world ; but my father lining un- 

* luckily forced her to pafs fome days 
•^ with an old aunt, who lies • dangeroiiffy 
^ fick at Hampftead, I know nobody can 

* fo well fupply her vacant place, as yotfr 
^ agreeable felf; — thierefore, if you arcA 

* not^ already too deeply engaged thisV 

* evenmg, would beg the favour cf yolK^ 

< to fhare with me in the propofed diyar#*r 

< fion : — • we flxall have two jroui^ g< 

< tlemen of rank for our conduftors 

< proteftbm>^ •*— but I flatter myfeif 
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•will niakSe ho fcruple to go any where 

* witK h<^, who is, 

f W«h the moft perfcdl amity, 
* Dear mifs Betly, 
* Your moft humble, 
' Arvd giqft oi^dient fervant* 

* A. AlRISH^ 

* P.S. Let me know whether I can be 

• fo happy as to have you with me^ 

• and itfo, I wiir call on you about 

• five, and drink tea, for we Ihall not 
*.gp to the affembly till eight.* 

This ptopofal put mifi Betfy out of all 
her ferious refleftions, and fhe rettirhed 
for anfwer to the lady, that fhe would 
not fiiil to be at home, and ready to at- 
tend hsr at tlie appointed hour. 

Accordingly, as foon as^ ever dinner 
was over,^ Ihe went to drefs, and thoughr 
oftiibthing but how iro make as brillimt ^ 
fig»9 as any fhe ^uld meet with at the 
wmbly / -*- Mifs Airifh came fomewhat 
llfore; rfic hour fhe had mentioned in her 
accompanied )||f two rakes of qua- 
iyihom mifs Betfy had fecn two or 
iij: -^ I 4 three: 
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thrw times before with her and her fifter, 
and by one of whom fhe had once been 
treated with fome familiarities, which had 
made .her ever fince very cautioul of 
giving him any opportunity to attempt 
the like. 

As much, therefore, as Ihe had pleafed 
herlelf with the idea of this^ evening's 
ple^fures, fhe no fooner faw who were to 
bt their condudlors, than fhe refolved not 
to put herfelf into their powers, yet knew 
not how, without aflfronting mifs Airifh, 
to avoid complying with the promifesi fhe 
had made of accompanying h^r. 

They all came fingirig and romplri^in- 
CO the room, but the perplexity of mifs 
Betfy^s mind made her rec^ve them- with 
a very ferlous air : — the men aec^ed 
her with a freedom conformaWev enough^ 
tu thdr ov/n charafters, but iiot ' very 
agreeable to one of her's, and fhe retHiflfed 
with a. good deal of contempt him, with 
whom file had nK}ft reafpn to^be-oSoided. 

* Lord! how grave you Io6k|^ laid 
mifs Airifh, ol^erving her couBtemuiee ; i 
•prithee, my dear crcattjre, put eli^ai^ 
< piore chearful afped : •— this is to^he^^^.. 

• night of all fpirit, -^ all nMilii» # ^« Sj 

* gaiety.* — « I am forry I cannot be ; 



v>' 



Afi^BBT^y Thoughtlbss. lyy 

• t^crof it,' faid mifs Bctfy, who, by 
tius time, had' contrived an excule. — n 

• Lord ! what do you mean ? — not par- 
^ ttdcoFofit!' cried mils AiriA, haftilyj 

♦ ~*fope> you would not ofter to difap- 

• point us ?* — Not willingly,* replied 
m\{% Betfy ; * but I was juft going to 
^ fetid to let you know, I have received 

♦ a mefi^ from my elder brother, to 
*' com^^td his houfei io order to meet 

* fome pdi^s there, on very extraordi- 

* nary bufinefs ; — but, I hope,* added 
flie, * that my not going will be no hin- 
•. d^anee to tkis-^verfion you* propofe/ 

* Itj would have been none, madam/ 
ioid^ one of' die gallants, * if this aflembly 
♦. we«c like otjiers ; but we are onlf' a fe- 
^ \^ company- ofc gay young fellows, 
*: wJia pefolve to try how far nature may 
^h&i exhikvated by regaling every fenfe; 
•• m- once : -*- topreVent all quarrels, every 
^f imn i^M bring a lady with hun, ^or 
*^ is italic- hii partner in lingingv -^ danc- 
*'iiig^>»'*-i2^ playing', —or whatever they 
^ two Ihal)* agree upon. — We two,* con- 
« ;tiiiu^d>he, ♦ pkcbcd upon the two mils 
^^Aitvihes^ but one of diem being gone 
f k«Bl*a»r waf> we thought of you, other-' 
"" rwre -could have found ladies who* 

mit^iuKro oUiged us.* 

I 5 * Very- 
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* Very likdy/ replied mifeBietfy,Aanj3 

* I fuppofe it may not yet be too JLate to 

* feek them/ — ' But I had vratbcr have 
' you 'tlian all the world/ cried he^ that 
mifs .Betfy was moft spptthcn&vicQf^ 
^ you know I have always Ihewn a par- 

* ticular tendre for you ; -— therefore pri- 

* thee,' continued hey catching her in hisr 
arms, and eagerly kifling her, ' my dear 

* girl, fend fome excufe to your brother, 
*' and let us have you .with us.* 

* Unhand me, my lord/ cried fliej 
ftn^ggling to get loofe, — * what you . 
< afk is impoffible, for I indther can nor 

* will go/ — The refolution with which 
flie %oke thefe words, and the anger 
which at xht^ £$m& time fparided^ in her 
eyes, ^ade them fee it would be > but Ipk^ 
labour to endeavour to perfuade her ; — ' 
they looked one at another^ and were 
confounded what to do, t;ill n^fs Airifh, 
vexed to the very h^af t ^ Uiife Betfy's 
behaviour, hit tipoa an expedi^t to fol ve 
up the matter:-^* Well,* laid (he, * fince 
^ mifs Betfy c^not go, I wilLihtroduce 

* your lordihip ta a young kdy, who, I 
« am fure, will not refufciisi — befides, 

* I know fhe is at home, for I faw her 
« looking out of her chamber window 9S^ 




\ 
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* we came by ;— but we muft go di- 
*^ reftly, ^bat ihe may . ha^c time to diJefs/ 

On this, tiiey borfi. cried with all their 
Eeaits^ aod ione of them taking her hand 
Ikipped'^owii flairs with her, in*thcikme' 
wildi way they came 'up :^ •^— the other 
followed^ only turning his head towards; 
mife Betfyi cried, wit)i a malicious fneer,, 

*^;Ho:ir* usregardied now that piece of 
« beauty fkandsJ*? 

MSk Betfy, though fiifficicntly pic^ied,, 
was very gud« ta get rid of them, and 
the? mcM^e fo^ that by their happening to. 
caUt-dn heff inftead of her meeting t^eia- 
at mi&Aii^fs appartaaaent, ihe had the^ 
better oppof maity of excufing hecfcll fcom^ 
going wher«ithcy< defu'ed.. 
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75^.' fernW conpipentes, iifbith^ f^ 
poffibly attend our placing too great a 
dependance on pftfons wbofe princlplei 
we are not well ajfured of^ are here 
e^emp^di . isn a inoiM^iiSi v ^ vih- 
lainy and bypottify^ j 

■^ alone, thaa ffce -he^m ito^jrefleat vcif : 
ferieufljr on the preceding jpafla^ :^^*«4^ 
Icnew^ very Iktle of thsfeitinoiyouAgpiicdalef ^ 
men, yetthoii^btihicr^wjenougli/iadieiri 
behariwr to niake ai^ womaix^ who had 
the leaft regard for her heoiouri or refr** 
t^tion, fearful to truft herfelf with them 
«i any place, where both might be » fo 
much endangered •» — fhe was, therefore, 
very much amazed, that niifs Airiih 
Jhould run fo great a rifque, and to find 
that (he did fo, joined to fome other 
things, which Ihe had of late obicrved in 
the conduft of both the lifters, contri- 
butedf to diminifh the love -and d%eqm f^ 
once had for them^ . 




J 



of fatisfacEtibn in the^.vifits.ihe. jiude. to 
tbofe ladiesy to be willing to break ac* 
quainmiKe^^iih .th^35^;^nd?a* ^b&i*aiihted 
m. tjut that: fhe h^d^ bigWjr, cJifoJAigtd > 
th&onc^ by: not complying witil) her inr ^ 
vit^ion, and that tliub would infaUiUijr - 
oceafion ar nipwre iwitb- the oth^jr • alfo^ if 
nofe in t\v^ re£^m%lt^r ike>/^eat ttertoct 
morni^ i(^ theiibii|iarCfE^ ordsit to 

.Qa Im eijquirtiig for :tfut. J^y^ the 
Soodiiaa tQld/l)^r^ ihe w^; biigf^ ./jvifk come 
h^amf apdtmbeyfcvediW^ goi^gitJCHb^ 

bQ^he^^oVJdft^Ur th# iQhmhm^^mM ^^^ 
was i:|w»i -^ ' Nfi^.-Tiin®,* crjfdJmiis 
iBetfy, * only give my compliments to 
> ypurladj!, a«d. i^i hcri^ I witi waifi cm 

* lier in the jtfiernopn..* .^ She wa%g^^ 
a^ji«»y wiih thefc iif ordfli ^t is»fe Aitiflr, ^ 
i]f«ig/an^thi«i^btiK^ fl^^o^s h^^ \m voices ' 

Mifs Betfy did as {tieyfzst d^fiied»L and 
found her in a much better humour than 
ihe!«p«&$d/-^"' O, my d^fy' faid fhe, 

* whftt^ia night hivte yow loft by\ not hiBf* 

* ing with iw ! -^ Suckn^promifcupijwenr 
» * j^^ywnt of every thing that can afford 

0^^^ or : fetisJiiaion ! —• WeU, afiser 

^.^•"^^ ' 
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* all, there is ii(^hing like playing the ' : 

* rake 9> Utile fometimes, — -it^tes fodx 

* a fillup to the fpirits,.' • 

i 

* Provided h be iiiDocent, I am of ^^rl 

* knkid,f Fq)lied mifs Bctfy ;<ii-^?^ lfep-^» 

* pofe «very thing was managed' idth de*" 
•^ cency among you/ — *0 ^te lb/ 
cried tJie c^er 5-— * all hannlefs liber^^ 'i 
« tinifm: - — 'tis true, tSeie weie priviate 

^ roon^ V but! yoii Jbiow^ one migbta 
« chufe whether one would go into t^Ktmx 
« or not.' — * I am not fure of that,' faid 
mifs BedTy : ~- 1 im g^d howterer you 

* vsere fowcU pleafed widi your enters '« 
^ 4:ainment, and equally fo, that ymi mi^ens* 

* not hindered f«>m enjoying^k^ - by ^iliy^r 
^ not being ahk to fliarc With youin it^*^ 3 

< I am obl^ed to you, my <fear,' re- ^ 
pUed Qiifs Airifh, — * I was a little vexed: 

* rwithyou at fiift, indeed, but knew you 

* ^uld not help it ; *— the lady « we x^Uedt 

* upon went very rewiily wkh^ialB^/ la w^ 

* it happened there~ was no tli^point>Ki 
.• ment in the cafe.* *% A 

♦ It was ^nly to be convinced of that,'!, 
faid mifs Betfy, * that I came hither thus. 
« early 5 but I will now^take my- Iea93^»/ 

* — repofcl am fure is neoeffary for 

* after fo mmf . waking hour^' ^^ 

< Q 



» • 




other did not oppofeher fle^iture; being 
in eflfeft xfefirous^ erf tsddng that' reft, 
which her cxhaufted fpirits wanted. 

r "" ■ ■ . 

Never had ^mifeiBctfyfek ^mthiti .her- 
felf aigrdtettser ^i: more finoere ^msfa^libnv^ 
than fee now. did, for having fo {>ru- 
dentlp avoided falling into inconvenien- 
cies^ thteileaft erf which, as fee very ri^tly 
judgedf '^(xM have been pay ing too dbar 
a price; £ds ail the pleafums fee could i^ve 
receiredi ;i::^': '.;/-•' 



mdecdarethe P^ftions, whicfr 
flawifrom a cbnfdoufnefs of having done 
whattvirttiej and ^e duty mowing to the 
chacafter we ibear in life, es»6led from us, 
but poorviinifs Betfy was not to enjoy, for 
any long time, fo happy a tranquility ;— 
fee was roufed out <rf this ferenity of 
mindy^ by all adfvcnture of a different 
kind:from all -fee had: ever yet experih* 
encbd^:antl whidi, < if fee weife - not pro- 
periy gnankd agwift, it ou^t to be im« 
putt^; radier to the unfufoe£tit% good- 
ne& of her heart, than talier vanity,- or 
that inadvertency, which had occaiioned 
her ibrmer miftakes. 

# . - - - - . . 

She was fitting near the window, lean?- 
^|Qjg lier arm upon the flab, very dei^ m 
rmpk^o% wh^n>.heariog a €oa^ &op- 

at 



n)ight W iptia^hQdy tOih^tv do^jiW, mrsi 
Modely cmx^pyik ii-n- ihci m^G^rxd whm 
bufineis that woman fhould now come 
upftrt, ;^tcr; tlie. leftarvA'ci: had /icot^ h6-, 
a9A:T^iQlwdtto, chitie her for wfjiqaper;^ 
tinent mef&ge>^ fhoul4 dellFer. 

kilPWQ to ithe people of the komfa^ ^W^ 
rm ,}ifiy(iihQ^ do^ 1 othpc cecesofiny:; tfaap^. 
afking if noifs Betfy was at hoito and': 
alone : — being now told flie was fo, fhc 
flffr! iitfo/thft room, ^itli a^iftni&bft: .m 
hig^ QCHinten^cs \^ich v;eryj mmb. £m^. 
pr^if d>iniis ! Beftfyv ; ; but bifbr&^iljeiliad'tjine:^ 
tq^^ithe naeaxttPg^i the ofiUe^ thrown^. 
horidf 4QW£t. lA air GJB^ry^ jacKa&d 
zSto^i^m^nt by thefe%o9ds,: 

« O ! madam,' oied &£» ' T m pinn 
^40 tell yo\i of ito iiuliteil: acddoKT^ 
« poor ikii¥©deriefcEmqcri^*»^Qitiiath^^^ 

< li^d oeiK^r: feest yoyf^hf^t^Q Jiim.Jk\ hsdc: 

< j^^yrer meddled between cyou>J!>«p+ 11^ 
« jim^one, that is to be fure^^^ rained §bt 
^ e?^. : --*r I iball never, gef: aaothrriodgeyB^ 
« -i^nay, I believe, I JhaUinerer^recwmrit 
* the fright I am in.* > 

H^fe fhe burft inttx a. violent 
teiftrS) and her fobs incerrupttn^ tl 




.....id^^dUtiM 
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(s^ of her wordsi -gaw mtfig-Betfy^iip- - 
pprtunity to Squire into th^myftfcrydf ' 
her behaviour,:. -~ * F©r< heaven's fate, 

* what is the matter,' faid that young 
laidy ? * prithee ceafet thefe exclativations, 

* and fp^^ to be undarftbod/ 

* Ah, dear mife Betfyv* refumed the 
c^her^ * X fearce know what I fay or do, 
^ -—pooipir- Frederick has run, himfelf' 

* quite tnrough the body.* - — ' What ! 
4|killed himfelf,^ cri^.nrift Betfy haffiily ? 
-^* He is' not deid yet,' replirabmrs. 
Modely -,* but: ther^^fcc- lieir the moft 

* mtih objc6ti that ever eyes-befaulds 

* ^ agpnies oillbath-intbik^aQe^ -^ t 

W^f^gfiOfh fyf^j that tte ntomcjitlthat is 

* drawa^ out| bis life comes wkhrit.* 







i|fl|bi!fihgin^ Betfy f^lidrnothang; and - 
lookOT' a little troubled*, : fhe' weat - oh ih ^. 
riiis manner:^— « But this is not the worft 

* -f^ have €o tefl you, madam^' continued 
ni^-^-4. A his> death is ^ nothing 4 bUt it is 
^ W fouli — 'Ws'fcml, mifs: Betfy^: -^ 

* beaarngtimot &y lie eoMild not live above ' 

* ^dftm-hdufs lit tftofti . tient: fdr a pai5- 

* fen,.,-^ai:icirthf3re thc^goOd man fits and ' 
f l^lkst and argues with hint; -4. but, 
^^ffia^ he win not: pray, 

t)e ^^lld<^r'^tiosiCQn&^ hb ' 

* fins. 
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* fins,,— hor fay he is forfy for "what te 

* has done, •— nor do any tiling tharii 

* right, till he has feen you,' \. 

* M%I' faid mifs Betfy, * what wouM 

* he fee me for ?' ! — * Nay, I know not, 
♦•*— but it is his whim, and he is obfti- 
< nate, — thereforje, my dear madam, in 

* chriftian charity, and in cort^dEbn'to 

* his foul, hear what he has to^'JJ^.V— ^^ 

< Wj^; good can I do him by g^^B^ 
• ♦ mrs^^TOlodtlyi' ?|^id -faiifs ^ Betfy ^ ^■ 
\ as to fall. A:^;iii|Chis^ world,' >ai^ 
^„ fhe 5 — « bui^ deg^ madam, con- 
^ ler the others --r tflMk what a fid 
^ thing it is fo^ a man to di^. without thfj^ 

* rites of th5 churA ; — ^ FlI ^wrarrant hop 

* has fins enough upon hiim ; as .moft r 

* young gentleman have, ana'fur||^u 

* Iwouldnot be the caufe of his bciriBp- 




ferable to all eternity!' 
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* Indeed, mrs. Modely, I do not >c^ " 
« to go,' faid mife Betfy.— ^* Th!2 fighfi; 

* is very terrible indeed,' cried the other^ 

* but you need not ftay two nlinul3($, «^«^. 

* if you but juft &ep in and fp^ak -tk-' 

* him^ I fancy it will be enough ; -^i- bd|? 

* lord he may be dead while we aretaMl^l 
« ing. and if he fhould^Mve the wi 
< in tnis manlier^ Lft^^j^ngt be 
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* liv* in mjr.*hoijfej iu^ and Mia'Ve aieafe 

* of d wen years V ISO come, — ^ I (hould 
Vthink I faw his ^aoft in evely room ; 

* — fo dear, dear mifs Bctfy, for my 

* fake,- if not for his, go with me ; — I 
' came in a hickfiey^coach forhafte, and 

* itis'ftiltatthttdoor.* ' 

*, Wdl, Modely, you jfhall prevail,' 
anfwcred ^j|f& Betfy; * but you flidl 
ftay in the room all the time I am there.* 
""-ki^hat J0\x may be fure I willj(/^re- 
turi^ the Q/di^t , -^' btit come, — • p'ay 

* hcorch we. are not too Iatfi# ' ^^^^ 

Tiiieyifaid littMRiore to each cther,yi^^^^ 
'tiU they came to the houfe of mrs. * 
Afc^ply, whei^ the firft found that reached 
thft ears of Jfeiife Betly, were groans, 
^hJ'-^-c^H-dfto ii^iic from the mouth of 

the pangs of death. ' 

4rs. Modely led her into (ir Fredc-* 

.^ ck|inber J which was judicioufly 

kcnta^ & as to leave tight enough to 

•crri objedts, yet not fo much as. to 

ler ttem too^perfpicUous : — itiifs Betfy 

^ hin^ lying on the bed, as mrs. Modely 

•«bed, with a fword fticking upright 

breaft, — a clergyman, knd another 

\ who appeared to-be the furgeon, 

Hting near bim. — * Mifs Bet^s 
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* Tq good,* faid mrs. NJoddy, /^ toicoitie 

* to yifit you, fir^FrodeiSdt-' *-^*. I am 
^ gisd.of iV replioihiei withva low voice, ' 

* —pray, .madams approach/ ' 

* I ,am forry ,: .fir Frederick^ to find you 

* have been guilty of fo i"alh an. a&ion/ * 
faid mifs Betfy, drawing towards the bed. 
— * I could riot live , without you,'^ re- 
joined he, * nor would die w^out>leav- 

* ing you as happy as it is in my power 

* to njake you ; — I v have fettled ^wo - 

* thf^iand pounds a -year upon you/ftu- 

* ring your rtatucaLlife'^^-butasI wwild' 
Pconfult your honou r^in every thing I 
iU do, . and people -migpKmaginel lym^e 

* you this fetdrfnient in confideratiotti of^' 

* fomc favours, whicli' I had too ^trxir -H^ 

* regard for you ever to defire^ ycHi milftr 

* enjoy it as my widow^ an<f w^**»"*- '♦^e-; 

* title of lady Fineer.' 

Mifs Betfy was fo niuth-^azed atihis 
pix>pofal^ t^at fhe had not thb gpwel^a 
fpeak 5 . but mife Modely^ cried ouy^ ^ Vftsi^ 

* tevq: any thing r for gcnerpu^ !' ^>»Truj^* 
^ noble indeed,' added the- iiirgeonj J ^istiil*^ 
'worthy of- himfisl^ and) t&ft^- losrisi S83 

* hg^ for Ums lady/ — ' Blcfsmei' -iW^ 
mifs Betfy, * would you have/me^tr '"^^ 

* a dying man ? -*^ You ouj^t^ firFj 
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* '|r|ck» t6 have to^er thoughts, as you 

* ^re going out oi the world/ 

. * Aye, fir Frederick,' cried the parfon, 

* think of your immortal part.* — 'I 

* can think of nothing,' anfwered he, 
groaning^tterly, ^ of my own happin6fs, 

* *till 1 have fixed that of mifs-Betfy*s.— 

* Lord, niadam,*' dried' mrs. 'Modcly, 
foftly, * you would hot bfe fa tnadto re- 
^'mip : ^ what two dioufand pounds a 

* year, tind a ladyfhip, with liberty to 

* manry who you i^iU ?* 

' «' Thfe is the moft generous offer 'I 
*,'^er, heard df/ «faid the parfon ; ' *^ but 
^1 wifh'the lady would refotve foon, for 
*,-it is high time fir Frederick Ihoxdd pre- 
i^'pare for another World.* ^^- * He can- 
' ^. not lire above" an hour,* rejoined the 
lur^gA, * Jv^eh if thefword is not with- 

* <ir^n ; V^ 'therefore, good madam> 
« think what you have to do.* 

While they were fpeaking fir Frede- . 
'^ ijck redoubled his groans, and they went 
''^^pi^eflin^ her to accept the terms he 
^^Iraered. W ^ Do not plunge amtointo 
^ilj ^^iad Eternity, merely fofliis love to 
^^ycni,* f^d the parfon. —/ All the World 
iduldiiondemn you, Ihould you refufe,* 
"^ iur^on. w. * A virf n widow 

• with 
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* with two thoufand pounds a jj^ear^* add- 
ed mrs. Modely. . ' 

In this manner did they urge her, and 
the parfon getting on the one fide of lifer, 
and the furgeon on the other, plied her 
fo clofe with arguments, both on the ad- 
vantages accruing to herfelf, and the cota- 
paffion owing from her to a gentleman, 
who had committed this aft of defpera- 
tion on himfelf, meerly through his love 
of her, that fhe neither could, nor knew 
how to make any anfwer, when fir Fre- 
derick giving two ^ or three great groans, 
which fcemed more deep th^ bcf6re, and 
the furgeon pretending to take mils'Betfy's 
. filence for confent, cried out, ' Madam, 

* he is juft going, — we muft be Ipeedy.* 
And then turning to the parfon, * Doftor,' 
faid he, * proceed to tne ceremony, -^ 

* .pafs over the pVelude^ and begin at the 

* mofl: effential part, elfe my patient won*t 

* live to die conclufion.' 

The parfon knew very well what he 
had:to do, haying his book ready, began 
at — * fir Frederick Fineer, baronet,^ ^t 

* thou have this woman to thy wed^ 

* wife ?* — and fo on. -— To which fir 
Frederick anfwered, in the lame diimal 
accents he had hitherto fpokeij, ♦ I 
— ^ Theijiihe parfon turning to mi& 
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l&i^l * ^^^y TiujHightkft, wilt thou have 

* this man to be thy wedded hulband ?• 
-— and fo forth. — Mifs Betfy in the con- 
fufion of her mind, nqt well knowing 
what Ihc faid, dr did, rejftipd in the at- 
firniative, on which he was hurrying 
over, the reft of the ceremony, but (he 

' fecolle£fcing herfelf, cried out, — * Hold, 

* doctor, I cannot be married in this 
? manner.*- — But he, feemed not to re- 
gard her words, b\|t^ read on, and the 
furgeon taking hold of her hand, and 
joiqafcit with fir Frederick's, held it in 
'foiipK' her rcfiftai^ce, s *till the ring was 
'forced uaqp her finger. 

This a^ion fo incenfed her, that the 

inftant Ihe got her hand at liberty, fhe 

' plucked off the ring, and throiftit on the 

' ground : T- * What do y^^inein,' laid 

flie ? — * Dk) you think ||p9impel me to 

* a, marriage? — Mo4j|^, you have not 

* ufed me well.* — With thefe words (he 
was turning to go out of the room, but 
perceived, not till then, that mrs. Modely 

. had, flipped out, and that the door was 
VlOcked ; — r- fhe then began to call, * Mrs. 
] ^ Modely, — n>rs, Modely :' to which no 
' anfwer was made. 

'k ^^ Come, come, madam,' faid the fur- 
'.^NMkn. « this paffioin will avail fiik&othing -, 

^W' — you 
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^ ^^'you 2Xt effcfttiaHy .married, what- 
* -ever you may imagine to the contrary.* 

•♦'Yes,^y^/ rejoined the parfon, • * the 
' ceremony j^good'^nd firm : — I will 
« (land ton^mat I have done before any 

* bifhop in Engiahd.* • — * There wants 

* only confummation/ cried riie furgeon, 

* and that ^ive muft leave the bridegroom 

* to compleat before he dies.* — With 
thefe words they both, went out, making 
the door faft after tjfem, 

Mtfs^'Betfy made ufe oF hgr ' |||n6ft 
' efFom to pals- at the fame time- th^di^, 
but they pufhed her back wftfti fo muc3i 
violence, as ^Imoft threw her .down, and 
' fir Frdderifck at the fame time jumping 
off the bed, and throwing away the fword, 
which flie imagined ftieathed in his body^. 
catched hftr^ddenly in his arms. ^ 

'Tish^^to"^, whether rage for t^e 
impofition flie now found had been prac- 
tifed on her, or the terror for the danger 
fhe was in, was thepaflion now molt pre* 
dominant in the foul of mifs Betly ; but 
both together ferved to infpire her witfi 
^tinufual jftrengih and courage. 

., * Your .refiftance is in vain,' criei 
■* * you ai^my wife, and as fuch 
' * enjoj^Bll t*-^ no matter whe ' 
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* your will or not.* — She made no 'an- 
fwer to thefe words, but collecting all 
hcififorce, fprung from liim, and catch- 
ing hold of one of the flefts at the bed's 
foot, clung fo faft round it, that allhis 
endeavours to remove her thence were 
ihefFeftiial for fome moments, thbugh the 
rough means he made ufe of for that 
purpofe, were very near breaking both 
her arms. 

t 
* -. 

Breathlefs at laft, however, with the 
continual Ihrieks ftie had fent out for 
help, and the violence ftie had fuft^ined 
by the efforts of that abandoned wretch, 
who had as little regard to the tenderneft 
of her fex, as to any other principle of 
humanity^ flie fell almoft fainting on the 
jioor ; and was on the point of becoming 
a vidrim to the moft wicked ftratagem 
that ever was invented, when on a fuddea 
the door of the chamber was bilrft open, 
and a man, witli his fword drawn, at that 
ipftant ruflied in upon thenl.^ ■ ' , 

' Monfter !* cried he, that entered^ 
^ what aft of villainy "are you about to 
^ perpetrate ?' — Mift Betfy ^rifing frbm. 
the ground at the firhe time, fiid to him, 
j^:Oh! whoever yoii arcj iihat . heaven 
lent to my deliverahde, jfeye me, I 
lyiire you, from that hoirrid; w^tch.' 
4l. III. K * JPFear 
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^^^ Fear nothing, njadam,' anfweredhe, 
He had timp fgr no more, the intended 
raviiher had fnatched up his fword,%iOj[i 
was advancing towards him with thefe 
words, * Thajt woman is my wife,* fai 
he i * how dare any one interfere betwe 

* us ?' — * O, *tis falfe ! — *tis falfe ! - 

* believe him not,* cried mifs.Betfy. - 
Her protedor made no reply, but flying 
at his antagonift, immediately clofed with 
him, wrenched the fword out of his hand, 
which, throwing x)n the ground, he fet 
his foot lupon, and foapped it in pieces* 

The obfcurity of the room, joined to 
the exceflive agitations mils Betfy was in, 
had, * till now, hindered her from difcq^ 
vering, eijther by the voice OTperfon,*ho 
^jit was to whom (he owed her fafety ; qi> 
his drawing back one of the window cur- 
tains to give more light into the place, 
-that he might fee with whom he had been 
engaged, Ihc prefently faw, to her great 
amazement and confufion, that her de-- 
Jiverer was no other thaa mr. Trueworth. 

But how great foever was her ailoiiiih- 
ment, th^t of mf. Trueworth i^?S^^ot 
lefs, when looking on the face oi>^ ' '' 
tended fir Frederick Firieer, he 
knew him to be a fellow, who had-i 

^ Quality of v^et de cbambre $9 
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lleman he was acquainted with in Francci 

'who had robbed his matter, and only 

through his lenity and compaffion had 

avoided the punifhment his"^ crimes de* 

ferved. 

» 

^ Rafcal !' cried mr. Trueworth, « have 
*■ you efcaped breaking on the wheel at 

* Paris, to attempt deeds more deferving 

* death in England.* — The wretch, Svho 
hitherto had behaved with a very lofty air, 

finding he was difcovered, fell at 
Trueworth*s feet, and begged he 
il^ld have mercy on him ; — alledged^ 
Ippt what he had done was occafioned by 
litre neceffity ; — faid, he was told the 
wA^^^A a great fortune, and might be 
'4eafily gained, and fuch like ftufF, which 
fnitting mr. Trueworth beyond all pati- 
ence, he gave him three or four blows 
with " the flat of his fword, before he 
iheathed it, faying, at the fame time, — - 

* Execrable dog ! — if thou wert not 
' unworthy of death- from any hand but 

* that of the commoa hangman, thou 
' Ihouldft not live a momentto boaftjthe 
*l„eaft acquaintance with this lady?* -^ 
Xiasn turning to mifs Betfy, who. was 

Jbalf liying with the various emotions Ihc 
epoffeffed off: — ' M^am,' faid he, 
will not aflc by. what means you came 
this viUain's tympany, only 

K ^' 








^ 



196 The HISTORY of 

• mit me to conduct yoa hence, and fee 

* you fafely home.' 

Mifs Betfy was feized with fo violent a 
fit of trembling through all her frame, 
that fhe had neither voice to thank him, 
for the extraordinary afliftance flie had re- 
ceived from him, nor ftrength enough to 
bear her down flairs, if he had not with 
the greateft politenefs and moft tender 
care, fupported her at every ftep Ihe took. 






J. 



They found no creature below, the 
houfe feemed as if forfaken by all its inhabi- 
tants ; but the parlour door being open, 
mr. Trueworth placed his fair charge in 
an eafy chair, while he ran to find JGchu^- 
body to get a coach. 

After much knocking and calling, mrs. 
Modely came out of a back-room, into 
that where mifs Betfy was. — As foon as 
that young lady faw her, * Oh, mrs. 

* Modely,' cried ihe, ' I could not have 

* believed you would have betrayed me 

* in this cruel manner.' — • * Blcfs me ! 

* madam,' replied fhe, in a cohfufion, 

* which fhe in vain endeavoured to con- 
ceal ; — * I know not what you mean. ^-— 

I betray you ! — - When you were t^« 
\ncr with fir Frederick I was fent for 
vhen I came back, indeed, I &m. 

i pai^ 
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' fc| * parfon and the fargeon pafs through the 

* entry, in a hurry, and at the fame time 
^ hearing a great noife, was going up as 

* foon as I had pulled off my things ; 
' but I hope/ continued ihe, in a whin- 
ing tone, * nothing has happened to 

* my dear mifs Betfy.' — ^ Whatever has 
. * happened,' faid nir. Trueworth, fiercely, 

* will be inquired into -, — in the mean 

* timci all we require of you is to fend 

* fomebody for a coach.' 

Mrs. Modely then ringing a bell, a 
maid fervant appeared, and what mr. 
Trueworth had requeltcd was immediately 
performed •, but, though mifs Betfy now 
faw herfelf fafc from the mifchief which 
had fo lately threatened her, Ihe had ftill 
. emotions very terrible to fuftain, and 
would have, doubtlefs, thrown her into a 
fwoon, if not vented in a violent flood of 
tears. 

Being arrived at the houfe where mift 
Betfy lodged, juft as mr. Trueworth was 
helping her out of the coach, they were 
met by the two mr. Thoughtlefs's com- 
ing out of the door : — they ftarted back 
at a. fight, which, it muft be confeflTed^ 
had fomething very alarming in it ; — • 
j^hty beheld their fifter all pale and trem- 
^^^^'ngi.— her eyes half drowned in te^s, 
liu \ ' K 3 — Jier 
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-r- her garments torn, — her hair hang* 
ing loofely wild about her neck and' face, 
— every token of defpair about her, — 
and in this condition condufted by a gen- 
tleman, a ftranger indeed to the one, but, 
known by the other - to have been once 
paffionately in love with her, might well 
occafion odd fort of apprehcnfions in both 
the brothers^ efpecially in the younger. 

The fudden fight of her brothers, 
made a frefh attack on the already fa 
liiuch weakened fpirits of mifs Betfy, and 
flie would have funk on the threfliold of 
the door, as mr. Trueworth quitted her 
hand in order to prefent it to mr. Francis, 
if the elder mr. Thoughtlefs, feeing her 
tjotter, had not that inftant catched her 
in his arms. 

* Confufion!* cried mr.Frands, «^whar 

* does all this mean ? — Trueworth, is it 

* thus you bring my filler home ? — « I 

* am heartily forry for the occafion,'— 
fiiid mr. Trueworth, * fince* — He was 
going on, but mr. Francis, fired with a 
miftaken rage, prevented him, (l:rying out, 

* *Sdeath, fir, how came you with my 

* fitter ?' — Mr. Trueworth, a little pro* 
roked to find the fervice he had done\||^ 
il^ requited, replied in a difdainful to 
^ ike will ia&>rm you, — after that^ 

4. 
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' you have any farther demands upon me, 
'you know where I am to be found; — 
' I have no leifure now to anfwer your 
' interrogatories.' 

With thefe words he ftep^ed haftily 
into the coach, and ordered to be drove 
to the twored lamps in Golden, Square. 

Mifs Betf/s fenfes were entirely loft 
for fome moments, fo that (he knew no- 
thing of what had pafled : — mr. Francis 
hearing what directions tM. Truewortfi 
had ^ven the coachman^ was for follow- 
ing and forcing him to an explanation, 
but the elder mr. Thoughtlefs prevailed 
on him to ftay till they fliould hear what 
their fitter would fay on this a^r. > 

She ' was carried into her apartment, 
rather dead than alive, but being laid on 
a fettee, and proper means applied, fhe 
foon returned to a condition capable of 
fetisfying their curiofity. 
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CHAP. XVL 

Will not tire the reader. 

■\ /T I S S Betfy having h^r heart and head 
full of the obligation ihe had to mr. 
Trueworth, arid on the fifft recovery of 
her fenfes, thinking he was ftill near her, 
cried out, — ' Oh ! mr. Trueworth, how 
fliall . I thank the goodnefs you have 
fliewn me ! -— I have no words to do 
it, — it is from my brothers you muft 
receive thofe demonftrations of grati- 
tude, which are not in my power to 
give.* 

The brothers looked fometimes on her, 
and fometimes on each other, with a good 
deal of furprife all the time fhe was fpeak- 
ing, 'till perceiving ftie had done, . — 
* To whom are you talking, fifter?' * faid 
mr. Francis, * here is nobody but my 
' brother and myfelf.* 

< Blefs me !' cried fhe, looking round 
the room, ^ how wild my head is!' — 
' I knew not where I was, — I thouafe - 
' rriyiHf ftill in the houfc of that wici 
€ woman that betrayed me, and faw 

I ' gen( 
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^ generous deliverer chaftifing. tjie n]ODl|teJC 
* that attempted my deftru^iqn.* .: ; : - 
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' Who was that monftcr r> dj^fi^ded ^^^ 
the elder mr. Thoughtlefsy;. halj:ily. -^rH^i^i^l 
' A villain without a nami^- . (aid fhe^ 
' for that of fir Frederigfe Fineer was tiufe 
"' affumed, to hid^ a cofhmon ch^^/t w 
« a robber!* -^' And who/ fay ypu/ re- 
joined mr. Francis, ' was your deliverer ?* 
' Who, but that beft of men!' anfwered 
fhe, • mr. Trueworth ! — O, brothers, 

* if you have any regard for me, or for 

* the honour of our family, you can nc- 

* vqr too much revere, or love the ho- 

* nour, and the virtue of that worthy 
« man,' 

* You fee, Frank, how greatly you 

* have been to blame^' faid the elder mr. 
Thoughtlefs, * and how much more fo 

* you might have been, if I had not dif- 

* fwad:d you from following that gentle- 

* man, who, I now perceive, was the Ik- 

* viour, not the invader of our fifter's in- 

* nocence.' — * I blufh,' replied mr. 
Francis, ' at the remembrance of m^ 
< ralhnefs, — • I ou^t, indeed, to have 

* known Trueworth better.* 



i*it. 







There paffed no more between them on 
fubjeft, but on finding mi6 Bstfy 
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grew more compofed, and ' able to con- 
tinue a converfation> they obliged, her to 
repeat, the particulars of what had hap- 
pened to her, which (he accordingly did^ 
with the greateft veracity imaginable^ 
omitting nothmg of moment in the fliockr - 
ing narrative^ 

The calling to mind a circumftance^a 
<}eteftable to her natural delicacy, threw 
her, however, intb fuch agonies, which 
made them think it their province, rather 
to confole her under the affli(5lion fhe 
had fuftained, than to chide her for the 
inadvertency that had brought It on Ker. 

They flayed fupper with her, which,, 
to fave her the trouble of ordering, mr. 
Thoughtlefs went to an adjacent tavern, 
and^gave tiiredtiona for it himfelf, — 
made her drink feveral glafles of wine, 
and both of them did every thing in their 
power to chear and reftore hep fpirits ta 
their former tone, after which they retired 
and left her to enjoy what repofe the pre- 
fent anxieties of her mind would permit: 
her to take» 



t 
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ThougK the condition mifs Betly was. 
in, made thele gentlemen treat her with 
the above mentioned tendernefs, yet hcjiljk;, 
of tliem were highly incenfed againfl: 
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for fo unadvifedlf encouraging die pre^ 
tcnfions of a man^ whofe charadter fhe 
knew iiothing of, but from the mouth of 
^little mantua-makcr \ — her confentii^: 
to fup with him at the houfe of that wo- 
man, and afterwards running with her 
into his very bed-chamber, were aftions^ 
which to them fecmed to have no ex-r 
cufe^ 

Mr. Francis^ as of the two having the 
mod tender affeftion for her,, had the 
moft deep concern in -whatever related to 
her : -^ * If fhe were either a fool,* faid 
he^ ftamping with extremity of vexa- 
tion, * or of a vicious inclination, hec 

* conduit would leave no room fpr won^- 
^ der ; -r- but for a girl, who wants nei^ 
♦^ ther wit nop virtue, to expofe kerfelf 

* in tins manner, has fomethmg in it in* 

* coufiftent! -^unnatural! — monftrous I* 

* I doubt not,*^ cried he again, ^ if die 
truth, eduld be known, that it was fome 
fuch ridiculous adventure as this, that 
loft hidr the affection of mr. Trueworth, 
thou^ her pride and his honour joined 
••'V ccffliceal it.*^ 

'•4 

he elder mr. TboughtIe& was entirely 
^ hrctheri's opniba in all thiefe points, 
hotib of. them new were more con- 
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firmed than ever, that marriage was^the 
only furc guard for the reputation of a 
young woman of their filler's temper, t— 
Mr. Munden had been there the day be- 
fore, and, as he had told mifs Betfy he 
would do, declared himfelf to them ; fo 
it was refolved between them, that if, on 
proper enquiry, his circumftances Ihould 
be found fuch as he faid they were, to 
clap up the wedding with all imaginable 
expedition. 

But no bufinefs, how important or per- 
plexing feevcr it may be, can render gra- 
titude and gdod-manners forgotten,' or 
neglefted, by perfons of underftanding 
and politenefs 5 thefe gentlemen thought 
a vifit to mr. Trueworth neither could 
nor ought to be difpenfed with, in order 
to make him thofe acknowledgments the 
fervice he' had done their fitter demanded 
from them. 

Accordingly, the next morning mr. 
Thoughtlefs, accompanied by his brother, 
went in his own coach, which he made 
be got ready, asi well in refpe<Sl to him- 
felf^ as to the perfon he was going to 
vifit. 



They found mr. Trueworth at h 
who, doubtlcfs, was not without 
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expeftation of their coming ; — on their 
feiwling up their names, he received them 
at the top of the ftair-cafe with fo grace- 
ful an affability, and fweetnefs in his air, 
as convinced the elder mr. Thoughtlefs> 
that the high charafter his brother Frank 
had given of that gentleman, was far from 
exceeding the bounds of truth. 

It is certain, indeed, that mr. True- 
worth, fince the eclairciffement of the 
Denham affair, had felt the fevereft re- 
morfe within himfelf, for having given 
credit to that wicked afperfion caft upon 
mils Betfy, and the rcfleftion, that for- 
tune had now put it in his power. to at- 
tone for the wrong he had been guilty of 
to that lady, by the late fervice he had 
done her, gave a fecret fatisfaftion to his 
mind, that diffufed itfelf through all his 
air, and gave a double fprightlinefs to 
thofe eyes, which, by the report of all 
whoever faw him, flood iH' need of no 
addition to their luftre. 

The elder mr. Thoughtlcfs having 

made his compliments on the occafion, 

hich had brought him thither, the 

Linger advanced, though with a look 

mewhat more downcaft than ordinary : 

• * I know not, fir,' faid he, ' whether 

,ny teftimonies of the gratitude I owe 

* you 
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* you will be acceptable^ after the fofljr 

* into which a miftaken rage tranlported 
^ me laft night.' — * Dear Frank,* cried 
mr. Truewofth, finUing, and giving him 
his hand, in token of a perfeft reconcilia- 
tion, ' none of thefe formal ^eeches, — 

* we know each other, — you arie by na^ 

* ture warm,, and the little philosophy I 

* am mafter of,, makes me think what- 
^ ever is born with us pkads its owai ex^ 

* cufe V -^ bcfides,. to fee me with your 
^ fifter in the amditi6n fhe then was, en- 

* tirely juftifies your miftake.' -i-^ * Dear 

* Trueworth/ replied the other, em^ 
bracing him, • you aie born ^very way 

* to overcome.' 

Mr* Thoughtlefs returning. to fbme ex- 
preffiOns of his fenfe of the obligation he^ 
had conferred upon their whole family r 
— * Sir, I have done no more,' laid mn- 
Trueworth, ^ than what every maA of 

* honour would think hinifelf bound to 

* do for any woman in the like diftrefs,. 

* much more for a lady fa defer ving as 

* mifs Betfy Thoughtlefs* —I happened 

* almoft miraculoufly to be in the iame 

* houfe with l^r, when fhe ftood in need 
^ of affiftance, and I fhall always place. 
^ the day in which my good ftars con^ 

^ dudcd me to the rcfciv>of her innocener j 
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* among the moft fortunate ones of my 
•^ whole life/ 

In the eouife of their converfation, thcF 
brothers fatisfied mr.Trueworth'sxruriofity^ 
by acquainting him with the means by 
which their fi&er had been feduced into- 
the danger he had fo happily delivered 
her froip, and mr. Trueworth in his turn 
informed them of the accident thsut had 
fo feafonably brought him to her relief ;^ 
which latter j as the readbr is yet ignorant' 
of> 'tis proper fhould be related, 

• Having lent,' faid he, * for rtiy 

* fteward to come to town, on account 

* of fome leafes I am to frgn, the poor 

* man had the misfortune to break his 

* leg as he was ftepping out of the ftage- 

* coach, and was carried direftly to mrs. 

* Modely*s, where,, it feems, he has for^^ 
^ merly lodge4 5 — this cafualty obliged 

* me to go to him : — as a maid fervant 

* was fliewing me to his room, which is. 

* up two pair of ftairs,. I heard the ruft- 

* ing of filks behind me, and calling my 

* eyes over the bannifter, I faw mifs Betfy, 

*■ aind a woman with her, who I fmce % 

* found was mrs* Modely, pafs haftily 

* into a room on the firft floor/ 

* A. ■ " 
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' A curiofity,' contined he, ' which I 
' cannot very well account for, induced 
' me to afk the . nurfe, who attends my 
' fteward, what lodgers there were be- 
' low?* — To which Ihe' replied, that 
they laid he was a baronet, byt that Ihe 
believed nothing of it, for the two fel- 
lows that paffed for his fervants were al- 
ways with him, aji^d Ihe belieyed eat : at 
the fame table, for they never dined in 
the kitchen : — « befides,' faid ihe, * L 

* have feen two or three fhaby^ ill-looked 
f men, that have more the appearance of 
' pick-pockets, than companions for a 

* gentlemafi, come after him, and, in- 
^ deed, I believe he is no better than a 

* rogue himfelf.' 

* Though I was extremely:'forry,' pur- 
fued mr. Trueworth, * to find mifs Betfy 

* ihould be the gueft of fuch a perfon, 
< yet I could not forbear laughing at the 
' defcription this Woman gave of him; 

* which, however, proved to be a very 

* juft one.- — I had not been there above 

* iialf an hour, before 1 heard the Ihrieks 
*^' of a woman, and fancied, the voice of 

* mifs Betfy, though I had never heard 

* it made ufe of in that manner 5 — I 

* went however to the top of the ftair- 

* cafe, where heading the cries redoubled.^ 
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^ I drew my fword, and ran down -, the 
' door of the chamber was locked, but 
^ fetting my foot againft it, I eafily burft 
' it open, and btlieve entered but juft 
^ in time to fave the lady from violation/ 

* On feeing the face,' added he, * of 
^ this pretended baronet, I immediately 
^ knew him to be a fellow that waited on 
^ a gentleman I was intimate with at 
^ Paris. — What his real name is I either' 
' never heard or have forgot ; for his 
' matter never called him by any other, 
' than that of Quaint, on account of the 
' romantic and afFe<Sted fafhion in which 

* he always fpoke : — • the rafcal has a 
' little fmattering of ^ratin, and I believe* 
' has dipped into a good many of the 
' ancient authors ; — - he feemed indeed to 

* have more of the fop than the knave 

* in him, but he foon difcovered himfelf 
' to be no lefs the one than the other, for 
' he ran away from his mafter, and rob- 

* bed him of things to a confiderable va- 
' lue r — ' he was purfued and taken, but 

* the gentleman permitted him to make 

* his efcape, .without delivering him into 
' the hands of juftice.' 

After this mutual recapitulation, the 

two brothers began to confidcr what was. 

f i. • to 
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to be done for the chaftifemertf ofthe vil- 
lain, as the profecuting hin;i by law would 
expofe their fifter's folly, and prove the 
moft mortal ftab that could be given to 
her reputation : — the one was for cutting 
off his ears» — the other for pinning him 
againft the wall of the very chamber 
where he had offered the infult ; to which 
mr. Trueworih replied, * I miift conftft 
his crime deferves much more than 
your keeneft refcntments can inflift, but 
thefe are punilhments which are only 
the prerogative of law, to which, as you 
Tfglily judge^ it woul4 be improper ta 
have recourfe : -~ I am afraid therefore 
you muft content yourfelves with barely 
caning him ; -^ that is,' conthiued he, 
if he is yet in the way for it, but I 
Ihrewdly fufpeft he haa before now 
made off, as well as his confederates^ 
the par fon, and the furgeon ; -^ how- 
ever I think it would be right to go to 
the houfe of this Modely^ and fee what 
is to be done.* 

To this they both readily agreed, and' 
they all went together \ but as they were 
going, — ' O ! what eternal plagues,* feid 
mr. Francis, * has the vanity of this giii. 
* brought upon all her friends ?* — « Yofi 
^ will ftill be making too hafty refleftion%1| 
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feried mr. Trueworth ; — i- ' I hope to 1^ 

* mifs Bctfy one day as much out-fliine 

* the greateft part of hef fex in prudence, 
•^s (he has always done in beauty.* 

By tWs time they were at mrs* Mode- 
ly's door ; but the maid, whom fhe had 
tutored for the purpofe, told them, that 
fir Frederick Fmeer was gone ; — that he 
would not pay her mifbefs for the lodg-- 
ings, becaufe fhe had fufFered him to be 
interrupted in them 5 * — and that (he was . 
fick in bed with the fright of what bad ^-^ 
happened, and could riot be fpoke to. 

On this mr. Trueworth ran up to his 
fteward's chamber, not doubting but he 
fhould there be certainly informed whe* 
ther the mock baronet was gone ex not ;. 
~thc two mr. Thoughtlefles waited in 
the parlour till his return, which was im- 
mediately, with intelligence, that the 
wretch had left the houl^ foon after him- 
lelf had coiidufted mifs Betfy thence. 

They had now no longer any'biifinefs 
here; but the elder' mr. Though tlefs 
could not take leave of mr. Trueworth 
without entreating the favour of feeing 
him' at his houfe : to which he replyed, 
that he believed he fhould not ftay long 
uia town, and while he did fo, had bufi- 
r; net 
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nefs that very much engrofled his time' 
but at his return Ihould rejoice in an op 
portunity of cultivating a'triendfhip with 
him. — With this, and fome other com- 
pliments they feparated ;' — the two bro- 
thers went home, and mr, TruewoTth 
went where his inclinations led him. 



CHAP. XVII. 

Love in deaths — an example rather U 
. be wondered at than imitated. 

r^N mr. True worth's going to fir Ba- 
zil's, he found the two ladies with all 
the appearance of the moft poignant grief 
in their faces : — mrs. Wellair's eyes 
were full of tears, but thofe of her 
lovely fitter feemed to flow from an ex- 
hauftlefs fpring. 

This was a ftrange phcenomenon to mr. 
Trueworth ; — it ftruck a fudden damp 
upon the gaiety of his fpirits, and he had 
but juft recovered his furprize enough to 
afk the meaning, when mrs. Wellair pre* 
vented him, by faying, • O! mr. True^ 

* worth, we have a melancholly accoi^t, 
« to give you J — poor mrs. BlanchfieJ 

* no more.* 




Af//} Betsy Thoughtless. 213 

* Dead!' — cried he. — ' Dead,' re- 
peated mifs Harriot ; — ' but the rrian- 

* ner of it will afFeft you moft.' — ' A 
' much lefs motive/ replied he, * if ca- 

* pable of giving pain to you, muft cer- 
« tainly afFeft me j -—tut I befeech you, 
« madam,' continued he, ' keep me not 

* in fufpence.' 

* You may remember,' faid mifs Har- 
riot, fighing, ' that fome time ago we 
^ told you, that mrs. Blanchfield had 

* 'taken leave of us, and was gone down 

* to Windfor ; — it feems fhe had not 

* been long there before fhe was feized 

* with a diforder, which^ the phyficians 

* term a fever on the fpirits : — what- 

* ever it was, fhe lingered in it for about 
'-* three weeks, and died yeflerday •, — 
^ fome days before flae fent for a lawyer, 

* and difpofed of her efFe(5ts by will : — 
^ fhe alfo wrote a letter to me, which laft 

^ fhe put into the hands of a maid, who 

* has lived with her alntoft from her in- 

* fancy, binding her by the mofl folemn 
^ vow to deliver it to me, as foon as 

•^ pofTible after fhe was dead", and not 'till 
^ then, on any niotive whatfoever.' 
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*;'^ The %ood creature,' purfued mifs 

Itfnot, * hurried up to town this morn- 

r * " * * ins: 



6' 




2f4 Ti&^HISTORYgf 

* ing, to perform her lad/ s laft injunc. 

* tions : '- — this is the letter I received 
^ from her,' continued fhe, taking it out 
of her pockety and prefenting it to him, — 

* read it, and join with us in lamenting 
^ the fatal efFedts of a paffion people take 

* fo much pains to infpire.* 

The impatience mr. Trueworth was in, 
for the full explanation of a myftery^ 
ivhich, perhaps, he had fome guefs into 
|:he truth of, hindered him from making 
any anfwer to what mifs Harriot had faid 
upon the occafion ; — he haftily opened 
the letter, and found in it thefe lines ; 

To mifs Harriot Lovit. 

* Bear happy friend^ 

« A S my faithful Lucy at the fan^etime 

* fhe delivers this into your hands, 

* brings you alfo the intelligence of my 

* death, the fecret it difcovers cannot 

* raife in you any jealous apprehenfions : 
< -— I have been your rival, my dear Har- 

* riot, but when I found you were mine, 
^ wifhed you not to lofe what. I would 
■* have given the world, had I been mif- 
! trefs of it, to have gained •, — the jfif* 

* moment I faw the too agreeable my. 

* Trueworth, fomething within told n^ 

* he was my fate j — that according 
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appeared in his eyes I mufl: either ht 
happy or ao more -, — it has proved the 
latter, — - death has feized upon my 
heart, but cannot drive my pafliopi 
thence : — whether I fhall carry it be- 
yond the grave I fhall know before this 
reaches you, but at prefent I think it is 
fo incorporated with my immortal par^ 
as not to be feparated by the diflblution 
of iny franie. 

« I will not pretend to have had fo 
much command over myfelf, as to re- 
frain taking ajiy ftep for the forwarding 
my defires -, — before I was convinced 
of his attachment to you, I caufed a let- 
ter to be wrote to hini, making him an 
offer of the heart and fortune of a 
perfon, unnamed indeed, but mentioned 
as one not altogether unworthy of his 
acceptance : — ^ this he anfwered as re- 
quefted, end ingenuoufly confeiSed, that 
the whole affeftions of his foul were al- 
ready devoted to another, — I had then 
no more to do with hop^, nor had any 
thing to attempt but the concealing my 
defpair •, -i-^thiS m^de me quif London, 
and all that was valuable to me in it. 
— I flattered myfelf, alas I that time 
and abfence would reftore my reafon i 
^-^but, .as I laid, before, my doom was 
^se^i «-r irrevocably fixed ! »nd I foon 
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found, by a thoufand fymptoms of an 
inward decay, that to be fenfible of that \\ 
angelic man's perfeftions, and to live 
without him, are things incompatible in 
nature ; — even now, while I am writ- 
ing, I feel the icy harbingers of death 
creep through my veins, ' benumbing as 
they pafs ; — foon, • — very foon Ihall I 
be reduced to a cold lump of fenfelefs 
clay \ — indeed I have now no wifli for 
life, nor bufinefs to tranfaft below. — 
I have fettled my worldly affairs, and 
difpofed of the effefts that heaven has 
blefTed me with, to thofe I think mofl: 
worthy of them. — My lafl will is in 
the hands of mr.Markland the lawyer, — 
I hope he is an honeft man ; but leafk 
he fhould prove otherwife, let mr. True- 
worth know, I have made him matter 
of half that fortune, which once I fhould 
have rejoiced to have laid wholly at his 
feet ; — all my jewels I entreat you ta 
accept, — they can add nothing to your 
beauty, but may ferve to ornament your 
wedding garments ; — Lucy has them 
in her poflefTion, and will deliver them, 
to you. " -. ■ ^. 

* And now, my dear mifs Harridl^ ^I 
' have one favour ta beg of you, and ithit 
* is, that you exert ail the influence yjMjr, 
^M mdrits claim over the heart of mn 
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' worth, to engage him to accompanjr 
you in feeing me laid in earth. — I , 
know your gentle generous nature too 
well to doubt you will deny me this re- 
queft, and the very idea, that you will 
dk, and he will grant, gives, methinks, 
a n^w vigour to my enfeebled Ipirits. 
— O ! if departed fouls ar^ permitted^ 
as fome fay they are, to look down on 
what paiTes beneath the moon, how will 

• mine triumph, — how exult, to fee my 
' poor remains thus honoured! — thus at- 
^ tended ! — I can no more but this, — 
^ may you make happy the beft of men, 
^ and may he make you the happieft of 
^ women. — Farewell, — eternally fare- 
' well, — be affured, that as I lived, fo I 
' die, 

* With the greateft fmcerity, 

• Dear mifs Harriot, 

* Your*s, &c. 

* J. Blanchfield. 

• P.S. Be fo gpod to give ixiy laft adieus 

* to my dear mrs. Wellair *, -— Ihe will 
< find I have not forgot her, nor my 

• little godfon, in my bequefts/ 

; Vol. IIL L How 
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How would the vain, unthiiiking fop, 
hjavc exulted oa fuch a proof of his ima- 
gined merit? — -how would the fordid 
avaritious ijiaja, in the pleafure of finding 
fo unexpected an, acceffion to his wealth, 
have forgot, all con)paffion for the hand 
that gave it ! — Mr. Trueworth, on the 
contrary, bluflie^ at hjaving fo much more 
afcribed \to hifn, tl^an he wQuld allow 
hinofelf X9i think he deiervedj , ^d would- 
gladly haxe beerii deprived of )die beft part- 
of his fortune, rather than have received 
an addition to it by fuch fat^i means.' 

. The accident,. hoyrey^r, was^.aftonifli- 
if g tOf^im, that he fcarc;e, believed it Jrcal, 
nor coiHd what he read in the letter,^* un- 
der her own hand, nor all mrs. Wellair, 
and mifs Harriot alledged, perfuade him 
to think, at leaft to ackwovifleiige, that 
the lady*s death was' owing to a hopelefs 
flame for ixiniv > 

' While they were fpeaking fir Bazil came 
in V — he had been at home when his 
fiftcr received the letter, and • had htaxd 
what Lucy faid of her miftrefs^s mi3|fi| 
fitibn, and was therefore no ftrait^^ 
any part erf" the affair. - ' 'hIH 
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* Well, TruewortV faid he to that 
gentleman, ^ I have often endeavoured to 
' emulate, and have even envied the great 

* talents you are mafter of, but am now 

* reconciled to nature for not beftowing 

* them on me, left they might prove of 

* the &me Ul confequence to fome woman 

* as your's has been to mrs. Blanchfield.* 

* Dear • fir Bazil,' replied mr. True- 
worthy '^ do not attempt to force me into 

* an imagination,' which would render me 

* at once both vain and wretched. — 

* Chantee might direft the partial inclina- 

* 'ti<Hi of this lady'to have kinder thoughts 

« of me than I could either merit or re- 

> 

^ turn, but I ftiould be loth to believe, 

* that they have produced the fad event 

^ we now lament.' 

■ •»'■' 

* I am of opinion, indeed,' f^id fir Ba- 
zil, * that there are many who deceive 

* themfelves, as well as the world, in this 

* point. — People are apt to miftake that . 

* for love, which is only the effeft of 

* pride for a difappointment ; but it would ^ 
**beunjuft to fuppbfe this was the cafe* 
*Vwith mrs. Blanchfield : — the generous 
•iltgaey flie has bequeathed to yoti, and ^ 

* th6 tendernefs with which fhc treats my ' 
*^ fitter, leaves no room to fufpeft her foirl 

f - L 2 * vca& 




mo %he HISTORY t>f 

* was tainted with any of thofe turbulent 

* emotions, which dilgrace tjie name of 

* love, and yet arc looked upon as the 

* confequences of that paflion ; — ^ fhe 

* knew .no jealoufy, — ^ harboured no re- 

* venge, . — the ^e<5i:ion fhe had for you 

* was fimple and fincere, and meeting no 

* return preyed only upon herfelf, and by 

* degrees confumed the fprings of life,' 

* I am glad, however,* faid the elder 
fifter of fir Bazil, * to find that mr. True- 

* worth has nothing to reproach himfelf 

* with, : on this unhappy fcore ; — '- fomc 

* men, on receiving a letter of the nature 

* he did, would through mere curiofity of 

* knowing on whofe account it came, have 

* fent an anfwer of encouragement ; -^ it 

* muft be owned, therefore, that the com- 
' mand he had oyer himfelf in this aft of 

* generofity to his' unknown admirer, de*- 

* manded all the rfecompence in her power 

* to make/ 

Mr. Trueworth, whofe modefty had 
been fufHciently wounded in this conver- 
fation,^ haftily replied, ' Madam, what - 

* you by an excels of goodnefs are plcafed 

* to call generofity, was, in effeft,- no 

* more than a piece of common honefty : 
' — the man capable of deceiving a wo • 

* mwy who regards him, is no Itfs a 
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< villain, than he who defrauds his rieigh- 
« hour of the ca(h intrufted in his hands : 
« — the unfortunate nirs. BlancMeld did 

* me the honour to depend on my fince- 

* ritjr and fccrecy ; — I did but my dutjr 

* in obfcrving both, — and ihe, in fa 

* highly over-rating that adt of duty, 

* fhewed indeed the magnanimity of htr 

* own mind, but adds no merit to mine,* 

• I could almoft wifh it did not,' faid 
mifs Harriot, fighing. — * Madam!' cried 
mr, Trueworth, looking earneftly on her, 
as not able to comprehend what (he meant 
by thcfe words. — * Indeed,' refumed flie, 

* I could almoft wilh, that you were a 

* little lefs defer ving than you an^ fince 

* the cftcem you enforce is of fo dange- 

* rous a kind/ -— She uttered this, with 
To inexprefliblc a tcndernefs in her voice 
and eyes, that he could not reftrain him* 
felf from kifling her hand in the moft 
paflionate manner, though in the pre- 
fence of her brother and fifter> crying, at 
the fame time, * I defire no more of the 

* world's efteem, than juft fb much as 

* may defend my lovely Haffiot from all 

^ blarne, for receiving my addreffes,' 

' •»• ■ • • . ' 

They afterwards fell into fome difcourfei 
concerning what was really deleting ad* 
lairation, and what was fo only in appear* 

L3 ance^ 
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ance^ in which many miftakes in judging 
were detected, and the extreme wqakiiefs 
oF giving implicitly into the opinion of 
others, expofed by examples fuitable to 
the occafion. 

But thefe are inquifitions which 'tis pof- 
fible would not be very agreeable to the 
prefent age, and it would be madnefs to 
rifque the difpleafure of the multitude For 
the fake of gratifying a few ; -r-ib, the 
reader muft excufe the repetition of what 
was faid by this agreeable compiany on 
that fubjed. 

c n A p* ixvin. : 

Displays mifs Betjy itr ier penllenthUl 
and the wanner in v)Mch [he heba^td 
after having met *wtfh fo ptuch tnatr 
fer for the humtlidtitm of her vanity^ 
as alfo fome farther particulars^ 
, equally ^worthy the ^attenpim if the iCUr 
. rious. , . ' 

1 . ^ • . : .!• /. • . :. . . ■ -^ . • 

XXT'li I LE ini6 Pctfy hadJbir.broAert 
with her, and was treated by th« ii 
^ith li tjsndcrhefs hfeyond what ihJe fcii .id 
have expeded, jufl: after the amlucky ad*^ 
venture ihe had fallen intOy ihe fek«ot 
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that remorfe and v^ation, which it might 
be faid her prefent fituation demanded. 

But when they were gone, and Ihe was 
.left ititirely to thofe refle<5tions, which 
their prefencMted good humour had onty 
retarded, ho^^id they come with double 
force upon her ! — To think flic had re- 
ceived the addreffes, and entertained wirii 
a miftaken refped, the loweft, and moft 
abjeft dregs of mankind j — that flie hati 
expofed herfelf to the infults of that ruf- 
fian ; — that it had not been in her po\ver 
to defend herfelf from his taking liberties 
with her, the moft ihockihg to her deli- 
cacy, and that fhe was on the very point 
ipf becoming the vi<Sim of his t>afe defigife 
:Upon her, made her feel over again> in 
j{^«^ all the horrors uf her toai dangdr. 

f By turns, indeed, ihe bidied heaven f*^ 
heir efoipe ; — but^ then -the means t6 
which ftie was indebted for that efcapc, 
was a frefh ftab to her pride. — * I am 

* preferved, 'tis true,* faid Ihe, • frotft 

* iruin and everlaftibg infamy ; — but then 

* by whom am I prefcrved ? — by the 
^ /msHy who once adoredv*-^riien flighted^ 
« *-— and muft now de^ife me. — If no- 
:? thing but a miracle could fave me, O! 
^ why-, goodteaven^ was not that miracle 

* performed by any inftrument but him f 
r! —What 



224 rbe HISTORY of 

« — What triumph to him » — What laft- 
« ing fhame to me, has this Unfortunate 
« accident produced!* 

• Alas !* — continued fhe, weeping,— 

« I wanted not this proo(^f his honour, 

* ^ his courage, — his gcnerofity ; — nor 

* was there any need of my being re- 

* duced in the manner he found me, to 

* make him think me undefcrving of his 
^ affeftion/ 

Never was a heart torn with a greater 
variety of anguilh, than that of this un* 
fortunate young lady : — as jfhe yet was 
ignorant of what fteps her brothers in- 
tended to take in this afiair, znd feared 
rth6y might be fuch as would render what 
had Itappcaicd to Jier public to the world, 
(he fell into rcfleftions that almoft turned 
her brain V---flie rcpreferited to herfelf all 
the farcafms, — all the comments, that 
flie imagined, and probably would have 
been nriade on her behaviour, — her dan- 
ger, and her delivery; — all thefe thoughts 
were infupportable to her, ^-^ fhe refblved 
to hide herfelf for ever from the. town, 
and pafs her future life in obfcurity ; — ^ 
fo dreadful to her were the apprche»fions 
of becoming the objeft of derifion,, that 
rather than endure it (he would fufFer any 
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In the prefcnt dcfpondency of her hu- 
mour, flbe would certainly have fled the 

town, and gone direftly down to L e^ 

if Ihe had not known, that fir Ralph and 
lady Thifty were expetfted here in a very 
fhort time ; and flie was fo young when 
ihe left that country, that (he could not 
think of any family to whom it was pro- 
per for her to go, without fome previous 

preparations^ 

. , i . . . . . • . J 

« 

iArlFher pride, -— her gaiety, -^ her 
vanity of attrafting admiration 5 — in 

'fine, all that had compofed her for- 
mer charafter, feemed now to be loft and 
fwallowed up in the fenfc of that bitter 
fiiame and contempt, in which flie ima- 

' gined htrfclf involved, and fhe wiilied for 
nothing but to be unfeen, unregarded,, 
and utterly forgotten, by all that had ever 

• known het, — being almoft ready to cry 
out with Dido,. 

« Nor art, nor nature's hand can eafe 

* my grief, 

* Nothing but death, the wretch's laft 

* relief',.. .1 

* Then, farewellyouth, and allthejoysi 

* that dwell 

* With youth and lifei -^ and life itfelf^ 
%^ • farewell.' ^ . ' .j- 
^ L3: The 



The defpair of that unhappy qiieen, fo 
elegantly defcribed by the poet^ could wt 
far tranlcend. what poor mifs ^et^ fuf- 
t^ined duric^ this ^.bo^e; cf\ltl Jjiight •, -t- 
nor difi the day aflfbr4 i>?f^^ng jj^ipfe ^tran- 
quijiity i -»-t on the contrary, ft^.hatp^ Ae 
light), — ; the fight even of her o^a . fejr- 
vaots was irkfome to her ;-^ Ihe ordered, 
that whoever c^mc to vifi^ lier, ..^^xceyt 
her brothers, ftiould be denied^flaitt;anc^, 
— complained of a violent pain in her 

head>.— would npjt b^.prcv^aite^ .^ifpn to 
take the' leaft ref refhm^nt, but kept her- 
fclf upon the bed, indulging all the.hx>r- 
« rors of defpair and gri^f , 

r 

In the afternoon i;iir. Francis. Thought- 
Jefs came, -^ feemed a little Ijirpri^d to 
find his brother was not there^ and toW 
mifs Betfy, that having l?ecn called dif- 
ferent ways, they had appointed to niect 
at her lodgings, in order to have Ibme 
ferious difcourfe with her, concerning her 
.future %t}eaieftt: J . tp which^ , flif replied, 
that her late fright hung :fo^ heavy on her 
fpirits, that fhe was in little condition at 
prefent to refolve on any thing. 

She ipoke this with fo dejeftod an air, 
that- mr. Francis^ ivho trj»Iy loved hej^ in 
ipite of all the refentmen(t Jae had for th^ 

crroi^ 



errors of her conduft^ coidd not forbear 
faying i gifeat nfiany tender things to her>. 
but nothing afforded ker fo muchconfo* 
latfon') ail die account he gave her, that 
no prdfeciition would be cortimeiiced 
lagaihft the fhjltn fir Frederick Fineer : — • 
' The villain/ faid he, * is fun away fron;^ 
^ his lodgirig> but queftionlefs might eafi- 
•..ly be found otit, and-bfoiight to juttice ;, 

* but the misfortune, is, thatiiJh cafes of 

* this nature^ the offended rmO: fuffer i\s^ 
•^ weli as tlie offender y —-to puriifh him^ 
^ muft e^ofe ybti ; — - you fee, therefore^ 

* to what ybiir inadvertenty has reduced 

* you, -^-^ injured to thfe moft fhocking, 

* degree, yet denied thdTatisfaftion of rq- 
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Mifs' Betfy oiily anfWering with her 
te^rs,. -^ *.I Ipeak n6t this, to ujpbraid ydu,*"^ 
refumed he, * and would be far from add- 

* ing to the afflidtion you ^ affe in ^ - — oa 
•• the dontt^ry, " I would ^ have you be 

* chearful, and rejoice more in the efc^pe 

* you have had, than bewail the danger 
'* ycfu have patfl; through •, — but then, my 

* dear fiftet, 1 would wifh you allci^to- 
•* put yourfelf into a condition, wl^fj^ 
f^ riialy dcfi^nd y^ou from; attempts of W% 
^^ vile naturt.* ' . 

■L6' -'^ ■ Il« 
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He was going on with fomething far- 
ther, when the elder mn Thoughtiefs, 
came in : — • I have been detained,* faid 
that gentleman, * longer than I expedted ; 

* — my friend is going to have his pic- 

* ture drawn^ and knowing I have been 

* in Italy, would needs have my judg- 
^ ment upon the painter*s fkilL* 

^ I fup^ft then,' faid mr. Francis, — 

* your eyes have been feafted with the re- 

* femblance of a great number of beauties, 

* either real er fiftitious/ — * No faith,* 
replied the other, * I believe none of • the • 

* latter j — the man Jfeems to be too much 

* ah artift in his profeflion, to ftand in 

* any need of having recourfe to that ftale 

* ftr^tagem of inviting cuftomers, by ex- 

* hibiting fliadows, which have no iub- 

* ftances but in his own brain, and I 

* muft do him the juftice to fay, that I 

* never faw life imitated to more per- 

* feaion/ V 

« Then you faw fome faces there you 

* were acquainted with,' faid the younger 
mr, Thoughtlefs. — * Two or three,* an*- 
fwered the elder ; — - * but one,^ which 

* more particularly flruck me, as I had 
« fcen the original but twice ; — but once 
^ indeed to tdke zrtf notice of : — it wa« 

* of 
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* your friend, — the gentleman we waits 

* cd on this morning/ 

« WhatT — Trueworthr — demanded 
mr. Francis. — * The fame,* refumed the 
other : — * never was there a more per- 

* feiSt likenefs. ; — he is drawn in miniar 

* ture 5 I believe, by the fize of the piece^ 

* intended to be worn at a lady's watch y. 
% — * but I looked on it through my mag^ 

* nifier^ and thought 1 faw his very felf 

* before me/ 

He faid much more in praife of the 
excellence of this artift, as indeed he was 
very full of itj having a defire his favou- 
' rite miftrefs's • pifture Ihould be drawn, 
and was tranlported to have found a per- 
fon, who,^ he thought^, could do it io* 
muchjufticc^ 

Though mi(s Betly fate ait this time ih; 
a penfive pofturcv and feemed not to take 
any notice of this difcourfe, yet no part 
of it was loft upon hen — * You extdl 

* this painter fo much,, brother,' faid fhe,. 

* that if I thought my picture worth 
*^ drawing, I would fit to him my felf -it- 

* Pray,*^ continued Ihe, • where does he 
^ live, and what is. his name V — Mr. 
Tlioughtlefs having fatisficd.her curiofity^ 
ia thefe points, no more was faid' on tii 

occafion,, 
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oCGafiOB, and the brbther; imModkte}^ 
entered into a converfetion, upion the bil- 
finefs which had brought them thither* 
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The elder of them itmonftritcd tb her, 
in the ftrongeft terms he was abfe^, the 
perpetual dangers to which, through the 
bafenefs of the worid, and her own inad- 
vertency, fhe was liable every day to be 
^xpofcdr: f-*- f iThiis kft ugly Jactident, 
Ikid he, ^1 hope niay be hulhed upi-- 

* mf. Trueworth, I dare bdfeve, is too 

* generous to make any mention of it, and 

* thc& concerned in it will be fecret for 

* theit" own fdces ; -^^ but you may not 

* always meet the.famieprofperous dianc€f. 

* — 'It behoves: us therefore^ who mufl: 

* fhare in your difgricc^ as well aS' have 
« a concern for ypiir happinefs> xo irl^ 
« on your putting yourfelf into a different 

* mode of life : — mr. Munden makes 

* very fair propofals^— * he has g^n me 

* leave; to examinfe rii^ rentrxoll <Df bte 
^ eilate, which accordii^y i have oid^ed 

. * a lawyer to do 4:— he will fettle an hun^ 
^ di^d ahd fifty pounds per annum on 
« youfor.pin^nKjncy, and jointure you in 
> four hundreds ai:u! I think yonr fortune 

* does not tntkle yx)U to a better offer.* 




* firother,> >I have had better,* re[ 
mifs Betlyt^ witha figh*-— ^ But yoiii ]^ 

'V4. * jeded 



* jj9<5t^;it/ cried mr; Francis, widi.fomc 
wafi^th ^ — ^ and you axe not to exp(^ 

* a fecond Tnieworth- will fall to your 

* (hare.* — * liCt us talk no more of 
^ ! vn^t . i^ jpafty' ( rpftuned tj^e iclder mr. 
.ThQugiitleS;-^- 'i>iit cflcfo^voifi: top^r- 

* iwade our fifter to aciqept pf .t^iati, which 
^ at present, ^i^ nK)il for he;T advai^Qag^.'f 

.Both thefe gentle^eiijy |n their di^retit 
turns, made ufe of. every targument t^ac 
could be brought on the occafion, to pre- 
vail on mifs Betfy to give them fome af- 
furance, Uut as now there was no better 
proQ)ed: for her, (he would trij9ys no longi^ 
with the pretenfions of.mr. Munden, but 
rcfolve to niairy him, in cafe the condi- 
tipn of )f\i^ ^ffairs^ wa& ppoyed, uppn en- 
fiwiryii . t?»/ be fijch: ^ .$e ^d reprefented 
it to then^. , ! I 

' ■ ■ . ' , I . " 1 ' • '' ' • ■ 

, She made, for ^ great w^le, ?rei7 little 
jfpply to^Il thijSi r— her head w^ mw in- 
d|?e4 very fMU of fp«ne|hiiig elfei— (he 
J^ iijra kit^:of reverie^; and had a per- 
SdSt abf^Bce;pf .it)i|id^ during this latter 
part of their difcourfe ; -r- (he heard, but 
I^ard witjiout attention, and without con- 
!fictering: tfce vjeight ofmy^ tbJqg they 
*irgpd;;,/yet,. at laft> nveeriy to get rid of 
lljfir ipg5)ortui;uties ar^d |)pe(ence> that (he 
ij^^-m ]4aw tOiii)ttiatep(hcr «vyn^ in*di- 

tations. 
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tatiora, Ihe faid^asthcy faid, and pro- 
mifed to do whatevrer they required of 
her. 

Mr. Thoughttefi havmg row, as he 
-imagined, broiigh^ her tathe bent he 
wiflied, took hji^eave ; but mr; Francis 
ftayed feme liftK: longer, nor had^ per- 
haps, gone^lb foon, if mifs Betfy had not 
difcovered a certain reftleflhels, which 
made him think flie would be glad to be 
•ak)ne. ' ^^^ - 

This was the firft time fhe had ever 
dcfired his abfence, but now, indeed, moft 
• heartily did ib- 5 — - Ihe had got a caprice 
in her brain, which raifed ideas there, (he 
was in pain till fhe had modelled, and 
brought to the perfection fhe Wanted. — * 
What her brother had curforily mention*- 
cd, concerning the pidure of mr. True- 
worth, had made a much deeper impref- 
fion on her mind, than all the ferlous dif' 
courfe he had afterwards^ entertained her 
•with ; — fhe longed to have in her pof- 
feflion fb exa<!% a refemblance of a man, 
who once had loved her, and for whom 
fhe had always the mofl high cfleem, 
though her pride would never fufFcr her to 
fliew it to any one,' whoprofcflcd himfelf 
her loven — * This pifture,* faid fhe, 
• by liking oHk it,^ Will remind me of the 

obligatioa 



t 
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« obligation I have to him, — I might 

* forget it elfe, — and I would not be 

* ungrateful j — though it is not in my 

* nature to love, I may, nay I ought, 

* after what he has done for me, to have 

* a friendftiip for him.* 

She then began to confidcr, whether 
there was a poffibility of becoming the 
miftrefs of what Ihe fo much defired ;-— 
fhe had never given her mind to plotting, 
— ihe had never been at the pains of any 
contrivances, but how to ornament her 
drefs, or place the patches of her face 
with the moft graceful art, and was ex- 
tremely at a lois what ftratagem to form 
for the getting this pifture into her hands ^ 
— • at firft, fhe thought of going to the 
painter, and bribe him to take a copy of 
it for her ufc •, — ♦ but then,* faid Ae, « a 

* copy taken from a copy goes ftill far- 

* ther from the original •, — befidcs, he 

* may betray me, or he may not have 

* time to do it, and I would leave no- 

* thing to chance. — No, I mufl have 
« the very pifture that my brother faw, 
^ that I may be fure is like, for I kno^r.^ 
^ he is a judge.* 

* Suppofe,* cried fhe again, ^ I go un* 

* der »e pretence of fitting for my pic- 

* ture, and look over all his pieces, — i 

* fancy 
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« fancy I may find an opportunity of flip- 

* ping Trueworth's into my pocket, — 

* I could fend the value of it the next 

* day, fo the man would be ^o fufferer 

* by it.* 

This projeft fcemed feafible to her for 
a time, but flie afterwards rejefted it, on 
account, fhe could not be fure, of confi*- 
mitting the theft fo artfully,, as not to be 
detefted in the fad ;• — feveral other little 
ftratagclns fucceeded this in her inven- 
tive brain, all which, on fecond thoughts, 
Jhe found either impoilibie to be ejcecuted^ 
or could promife no certainty in their fcf«- 
feds. . • 

\ Sleep was no lefs a ftranger toher«y€« 
t^is night, dian it had been diie precci^fig 
oae \ — yet of how different a nature^erc 
the agitations which kept h^ wakii^ >-*• 
in the firfl:, the fljocfe of the infuit fhe 
liad fuftained, and the &ame of her re«* 
ceiving her prote6tio« from him,- by 
whom, of all men. living, flie wafi leaft 
wilJ^ing t^^ be obliged, took up aU her 
thoughts J *— in |hc feeond, Ihe was eqiml^ 
iy engrofled Iby the impatience of hiavihg 
fomething to preferve him eternally in her 
mind. > ' : . ' 









J 
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Aftef long revolving within herfelf, ihe 
lat laft hit upon the means of accomplifh- 
ing her defites \ — the rifque ftie ran, in- 
deed, was fomewhat bold, but as it fuc- 
ceeded without fufpicion, fhe hud only to 
guard againft ^accidents, that might 6c- 
eafion a future difcovery of, what flie hai 

done. 

. » • J 

• - . ■ . 1 

• V 

Early the next morning flie fent to 
Blunt* s, -—hired a handfome chaife and 
pair, with a coachman, and two fervants, 
in a liVery very different from that fhe 
gave her own ttian ; — - then drefled her- 
feif in a riding, habit, ^jirid hunting-cap, 
\rtiich haid been mfade for Jiefr, on her go- 
ing 36wn to Oxford, and ^fte had nevejr 
been feen in by mr. Trueworth ; — io that 
Ihe thoujgh|L ihcmiglitbe^ pretty confident, 
thkt wiien he thould C6me to; examine 
Who had taken away his pifture, the de- 
fcription could never enaWe him to gueft 
^t the fight 




Witii this equipage. 'Aie went to thie 
)ioUlfe'tvhei-e the painter lived;— r- oh enr 
'^uirite for Jtim by his name, he; canrife 
inimeSafely ' to know b^r comhiands. — ' 
^ ' You have the piftui;e nere of mr.True- 
* wprth,* iaid ifhe ^*,pray is it ready ?*— 
< Yes, madam,* anfwered he, « 1 am juft 

going 



1 
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going to carry it home^' — * I am gla 
then, fir/ refumed mifs Betfy, ' that 
am come time enough to fave you th 
trouble : — mr. Trueworth went t 
Hampftead laft night, and being to fo] 
low him this morning, he defired 
would bring it with me, and pay yo 
the money;' — O, madam, as to th 
money,' faid he, * I fhall fee mr. True 
. worth again \ — and then called to hi 
man to bring down his pifture. — ' Ir 
deed I fhall not take it without pay in 
you,* faid fhe •, * but in the hurry 
forgot to afk him the lum, — pray ho'' 
much is it ?V — * My conftant price 
madam,* replied he, * is ten guinea! 
and the gentleman never offered to bes 
me down/' 

By this time the man had broi^ht th 
pifture down in a little box, which th 
painter opening, as he prefented to hei 
cried, ^ Is it not a prodigious likenefs 

* madam ?' — * Yes really, fir,* faid jSie 
^ in my opinion there is no fault to b 

* found.' — She then put the pifture int< 
her pocket, — counted ten guineas to hin 
out of her purfe, and told him, with j 
fmile, that Ihe believed he would ver] 
fhortly have m<Mre byfinefe from the fami 

quarter, — then bid the coachman ^vi 

on. . - • t ' . ' 

Th 
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The coachman having previous orders 
what to do, was no fooncr out of fight of 
the painter's houfe, than he turned down 
the firft ftreet, and carried mifs Betfy di- 
redly home •, — fhe difcharged her reti- 
nue, undrefled herfelf with all th<l fpeed 
Ihe could, and whoever had now feen 
her, would never have fufpeded fhe had 
been abroad. 

This young lady was not of a temper 
to grieve long for any thing ; — how deep 
Ibever ihe was afFeded, the impreffion 
wore off on the firft new turn that offered 
itfelf. — All her remorfe, — all her vexa- 
tion, for the bafe defign laid againft her 
at mrs. Modely*s, were diflipated the mo- 
ment Ihe took it into her head to get pof- 
feflFion of this picture, and the fuccefs of. 
her enterprize elated her beyond cxpref- 
fion. 

It cannot be fuppofed, that it was al- 
together owing to the regard fhe had for 
mr. Trueworth, though in eflfeA much 
more than fhe herfelf was yet fenfible of, 
that fhe took all this pains ; it looks as if 
there was alfo fome little mixture of fe- 
male malice in the cafe, •— Her brother 
had. faid, that the pifture feemed to be 
iuitended to be worn at a lady's watch ^ 

— fhe 



/ 
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— (he doubted not but it was fo, and the 
thoughts of difeppointing her rivars ex- 
peftatipns, contributed^ready to the fa- 
tisfadion flie felt at what &k had done. 



*,, C HAP. 

Prefents the reader with fome occur- 
^ rencfssi ixd>kky from ti^efo^eg^r^ pre- 
parations^ might be expeBed, anaalfb 
with others that may feem more fur- 
frifrig. - 

T^ISS Betify; was not deceived in her 
* conjecture, in relation to the pi Aure's 
being defigned as an offering to Ibme lady : 
— mr, Trueworth had not indeed fate for 
it ta pleafe himfelfi but to oblige mils Har- 
riot, who had given fome hints, that fuch 
a prefent would not be unwelcome to her. 

It is a common thing witK painters to 
keep tlie pieces in their own hands as long 
as they can, after they are BniflTed^ ^Q>c- 
cially if they are of pei'fons end aed' by na-^ 
tnrfe wi tW any ^ perfcftionS) ^ ' hich may do^ 
hbnoiir • ta - thSi* art : — ■ this ,?entlerriarti 
wa? like others of his profeflion, -^^^he: 
foijnd it to bis 6re<fit ta ihcw inr. True--*' 
'■■^ ' worth't 



\ 
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worth's pidlure to as many as came to 
-look over his paintings, and had detained 
it for feveral days beyond tlie time in 
which he had promifed to fend it, on 
pretence, that there were ftill fomc little^ 
touches wanting in the drapery, 

Mr, Tnieworth growing a little impa- 
tient at the delay, as mifs Harriot had 
aflced two or three times, in a gay man- 
ner, when (he Ihould fee his refemblance, 
v^mt himfelf, in oixier to fetch it away : 
— the painter was furprifed at fight of 
him, and much^ more fo when he de- 
manded the pifture ; — he told him, how- 
ever, the whole truth without hefitation, ' 
t^at he- delivered it tp a lady not above 
an hour before he came, who paid him 
the money for it, and faid that flie had 
called-for it on his requeft. 

5 : Nothing had ever happened that feenicd 
more ftrange to him ; — he made a par- 
ticular enquiry concerning- the face, — 
age, — complexion, — ^ fhape, — ftature, 
and even drefs of the lady, who had put 
this trick upon him •, and it w.as well for 
mifs Betfy, tiiat Ihe had taken all the pre- 
cautions Ihe did, or fhe had infallibly 
been difcovered, -^. A thing, which, per- 
haps, would have given her more lafting 

confufion. 



' 
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.confufxon, than even her late unlucky ad- 
venture with the mock baronet. 

She was, however, among all the ladies 
of his acquaintance, almoll the only one 
who never came into his head on this oc- 
cafion 5 — fometimes he thought of one, 
— fon^etix^es he thought of another ; but 
on recolledting all the particulars of their 
behaviour towards him, could find no 
reafon to afcribe what had been done to 
any of them : — mifs Flora was the only 
perfon he could imagine capable of fuch 
a thing •, — he found it highly probable, ' 
that her love and invention had furnifhed 
her with the means of committing this in- 
nocent fraud i and though he was heartily 
vexed, that he muft be at the trouble of 
fitting for another pidure, yet he could 
not*be angry with the woman who had ^ 
Qccafioned it: — on the contrary, he 
thought there was fomething fo tender, 
and fo delicate withal, in this proof of 
her paflion, that it very much enhanced 
the pity and good- will he before had for 
her. • , 

!But while his generous heart was en- . 
tertaining thefe too favourable and kind 
fcntiments of her, fhe was employing her 
whole wicked wit, to make him appear 

the 
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the bafeft of mankind, and alfo to render 
him the moft unhappy. 

She had found out everjfc thing fhc 
wanted to know, concerning mr. True- 
worth's courtfliip to mifs Harriot, and 
flattered herfelf, that a lady bred in the 
country, and unacquainted with the arti- 
fices frequently pradtifed in town, to 
blacken the faireft charadters, would eafily 
be frighted into a belief of any thing Ihe 
attempted to infpire her with. 

In the vile hope, therefore, of accom- 
pliftiing fo ddtcuable a projedl, flie con- 
trived a letter in the following terms : 

To mifs Harriot Loveit. 



« Madam, 

VI^HERE innocence is about to fuf- 

^^ fer, merely through its incapacity 
of fufpeding that ill in another it can- 
not be guilty of itfelf, common honcfly 
forbids a ftander-by to be filent : — you 
are on the brink of a precipice, which 
it you fall into, it is not in the power 
of human art to fave you.*— Death only 
can remove- you from mifery, — re- 
niorfe, — diftraftion, and woes without 
a name. — Trueworth, that fly deceiver 
of your fex, and mofl: abandoned of his 

Vol. IIL M ' own, 
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own, can only bring you a polluted 
heait and proftituted vows ; — he made 
the moft honourable profeffions of love 
to a young lady of family and charadter, 
— gained her afFeftions, — I hc^e no 
more •, -— but whatever was between 
them, he bafely quitted her, to mourn 
her ill-placed love and ruined fame : — 
yet this, madam, is but his leaft of 
crimes ; — he has fince pra<5tifed his be- 
traying arts on another, fuperior to the 
former in every female virtue and ac* 
complifhment, — fecond to none in 
beauty, and of a reputation fpotlefs as 
the fun, till an unhappy paflion for that 
worft of men obfcured its brightnefs, at 
leaft in the eyes of the cenforious ; — he 
is, however, bound to her by the moft 
folemn engagements that words can form, 
under his own hand- writing -, which, if 
fhe does not in due time produce againft 
him, if will be owing only to her too 
great modefty. — Thefe two, madam, 
are the moft confpicuous viftims of his 
perfidy, — pray heaven you may not 
clofe the fed triumvirate, and that I 
may never fee fuch beauty, and fuch 
gooJnefs, ftand among the foremoft in 
- the rank of thofe many wretches he has 
made, 
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' In fine, madam, he has deceived your 
*• friends, and betrayed you into a mifta- 

* ken opinion of his honour and fincerity : 
* . — if he marries you, you cannot but be 

* .miferabie, he being the right of another v 

* — if he does not marry you, ypur re- 
' putatidn fuffcrs. — Happy is it for you if 

* the lofs of reputation is all you will have 

* to regret ; — he already boafts of having 

* received favours from you, which, who- 
' ever looks in your face will find it very 
^ difficult to think you capable of grant- 
' ing ; — but yet, who knows what 
/ ftrange effefts too great a ftiare of ten- 

* dernefs in the compofition may not 

* have produced ? 

* Fly then, madam, from this deftruc^ 

* tive' town, and the worft monfter in it, 
*■ True worth: - — Retire in time to thofe 
' peaceful ftiades from whence you came, 
' — and fave what yet remains of you* 

* worthy your attention to preferve. 

« Whatever reports to your prejudice, 
the vanity of your injurious deceiver 
may have made him give out, among 
his loofe companions, I ftill hope your 
virtue has hitherto prote£tcd you, and 
that this wirniiig will not come too late 
to keep you from ever verifying them/ 

Ma ' Bz 



244 ^-^^ HISTORY oj 

t 

* Be aflured, madam, that in giviiig- 
' this account, I am inftigated by no 

* pthcr motive than merely my love of 

* virtufi, and deteftation of all who would 

* endeavour to corrupt it, and .that I am, 

« With a perfeft fmcerity, 
* Madam,' 

■ * 

* Your 'jvell-wifher, 

^ And humble fervant, 

'Unknown.* 

■i 

Mifs Flora, on confidering what fhe 
had wrote, began to think (he had ex- 
prejfled herfelf in fomewhat too warm a 
manner ; — but fhe let it pafs on this ac- 
count : — ' By the virulence,' faid Ih^ 
*'with which I have fpoke of Trueworth, 

* his adored mifs H4rriot will certainly 

* imagine it comes from one of thofe un- 

* happy creatures I have reprefented in it ; 

* • — anc^, if fo, it will gain the rnorecre- 

* dit with her ; — if fhe fuppofes that ra^ 

* and defpair has diftated fomc groundlefs 

* acqufations againft her lover, fhenever'= 

* thelefs will believe others to befaft, and 
^ that at leaft he has been f 4fe to oncu^ 



She 
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She tlierefore went to the perfbn, who 
was always her fecretary in affairs of this 
nature, and having got it copied, was 
going to the poft-houle, in order to fend 
it away ; for (he never trufted any perfon 
but herfelf with thefe difpatches. 

She was within three or four yards of 
the poft-houfe, when fhe faw mr. Trqe- 
worth at fome diftance, on the other fide 
of the ftreet ; — her heart fluttered at this 
uncxpefted fight of him ; ■^— Ihe had no 
power to refrain fpeaking to him j — flie 
ftayed not to put her letter in, but fiew 
dire<5tly crofs the way, and met him juft 
as he was turning the corner of anothtr 
ftreet. 

« Oh, mr. Trueworth,' cried fhe, as 
th©y drew near each other, * I have pray- 
^ ed that I might live, once more to fee 
« you, and heaven has granted my pe* 

* tition.' 

* I hope, madam,* faid he, * that hea- 
^ ven will always be equally propitious to 
^ your defires in things of greater mo- 

* ment/ — ^ There can fcarce be any of 

* greater moment,' arifwered (he ; ^- for 
' at preferit J have a requeft to make you 
*^ oi the utmoft importance to me, though 

M 3 * no 
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* no more than I am certain you would 

* readily grant to* any one you had the j 

* leaft acquaintance with ; — but,' con- 
tinued fhe, ' this'is no proper place for 

* us to difcourfe in, — upon the terms we 

* now are, it can ba no breach of faith 

* to the miftrefs of your vows, to ftep 

* with me for three minutes where we 

* may not be expofed to the view of every 

* paffenger,' 

Mr. Trueworth had not been very well 
pleafed with the rencounter, and would 
gladly have difpenfed with complying 
with her invitation, but thought after 
what fhe had faid, he could not refufe, 
without being guilty of a. rudenefs unbe- ' 
coming of himfelf, as well as cruel , to 
her; yet did he comply in fuch a manner 
^s plight make her fte, his -iAclination 
had little part in his confent; — -he told 
iier, he was in very great hafte, but 
.would fnatch as much time as fhe men- 
tioned frcm the bufinefs he was upon. — 
Nothing more was faid, and they went 
together into the neareft tavern, where 
being feated, and wine brought in, — 

* Now, madam,' faid he, with a cold ci- 
vility, ' pleafe to favour nie with your 
^ commands.' 

* Alssl* 
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* Alas !' replied fhe, * it belongs not 
' to me to command, and my requeft 
' you have already granted.' — ' What 
^ without knowing it,' cried he ? — ' Yes,* 
refumed Ihe, * I thought an intimacy iuch 

* as ours has been, ought not to have 
^ been broke off without a kind farewell. 
' — I blame you not for marrying; -^ 

* yet fure I deferve not to be quite for- 
' faken, — utterly thrown off! — you 

* might at Icaft have flattered m,e with 

* the hope, that, in fpite of your matri- 

* monial engagement, you would flillre- 

* tain fome Ijparks of affcdion for your 
' poor Flora.' — * Be affured,' faid he, 

* I fhall always think on you v/ith tendcr- 

* nefs.'' — ^ And can you then refolve ne- 
' ver ta fee me more,' rejoined Ihe p.tf- 
fionately .^ -r- * I hoped,' replied he, ' that 

* you had acqiaiefced in the reafons I, gave 

* for that refolution.' — ' I hoped fo too,* 
faid fhe, ' and made ufe of my utmofl: 
*- efforts for that purpofe ; — but 'tis in 

* vaiii, — I found I could not live with- 

* out you, and only wiftied an .opportu- 
« nity to take one laft embrace before I 

* leave the world and you for ever.' — 
In fpeaking thefe words fhe threw herfelf 
upon his neck, and burft into a flood of 
tears. 

M 4 How 
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How impoflible vras it for a hcart> 
fuch as mr. Trueworth's, to be unmoved 
at a fpedlacle like this j — her love, — 
her giief^ and her defpair fhot through 
his very fcul ; — fcarce could he refrain 
niingling his tears with her's : — Afy 
dear Foray cried he, compofe ycurfelf^ — 
by heaven I cannct bear to fee you thus. 
— He kiflcd her check while he was 
fpeaking, — feated her in a chair, and 
held her hand in his» with the extremeft 
tendernefs. 
« 

This wicked creature was not fo over- 
come with the emotions of her love and 
grief, as not to fee the pity Ihe had raifcd 
in him, and flattering herfelf, that there 
was in it fome mixture of a paflion, fhe 
more wilhed to infpire, fell a fecond time 
upon his bofom, crying, — * Oh, True- 

* worth ! — Trueworth ! — here let me 

* die, for death has nothing in it fo ter- 

* rible as the fc>eing feparated from you/ 

Mr. Trueworth was a man of ftrift ho- 
nour, — great refolution, and paflionate- 
ly devoted to the moft defcrving of her 
fex ; — yet he was ftill a man, — was of 
an amorous completion, and thuis tempt- 
ed, who can anfwer, but in this unguard- 
ed moment he might have been guilty of 
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a Vrong to his dear Harriot, for which 
he would afterwards have hated himfelf^ 
if an accident of more Tervice to him, 
than his own virtue, in fo critical a. 
jundure, had not prevented bim ? 

He returned the embrace Ihe gave^ 
and joined his lips to her's, with a 
warmth which fhe had* not for a long 
time experienced from him, a fudden rum 
of tranfport came at once upon her, with 
fuch force, that it overwhelmed her Ipirits, 
and fhe fell into a kind of fainting be- 
' tween his arms ; — he was frighted at the 
<:hange he obferved in her, and haftily 
cutting the lacings of her ftays to give 
her air, the letter above-mentioned drop- 
ped from her breaft upon the ground;-^ 
he took it up, and was going to throw it 
upon the table, but in that atf ion feeing the 
name of mrfs Harriot on the fuperfcrip- 
tion, was ftruck with an aftonifhment 
not eafy to be conceived ; — he no longer 
thought of the condition mifs Flora was 
in, but tearing operi the letter began ta 
examine the contents, 

Mifs Floif^-in that inftant recovering her 
Ifepfes, arid the rcniembrance of what !;;d 
been concealed in her bolbm, flew to him, 
endeavouring to fn^tch the paper from his ^ 
hands, but he had already fcen too much 

M 5 not 
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iiot to be determined to fee the reft, -r 

* Standoff'* cried he, in a voice kalf 
choaked with fury, — ' I am not yet 

* fully acquainted with the whole of the 

* favours you have beftowed upon me in 

* this paper.' — Confounded as Ihe was, 
cunning did not quite forfake her, — * I 

* am ignorant of what it contains,' faid 
ftie •, -^ * I found it in the ftreet. — f ft is 

* not mine, — I wrote it not.' 

With fuch like vain pretences would 
flie have pleaded innocence, yet all the 
time endeavoured, with her whole ftrength, 
to force the proof of her guilt from him, 
infomuch, that though he was very tall, 
he was obliged with one hand to keep her 
off, and with the other hold the paper at 
arms length, while he was reading it, yet 
could not forbear frequently interrupting 
himfelf, to caft a look full of contempt 
and rage, on the malicious authorefs, — • 

* Vile hypocrite!* cried he 5 — and then 
again, as he got farther into the bafe in- 
veftive, — * Thou fiend in female form !' 

She now finding all was over, and feiz- 
ed with a fudden fit of frenzy, or fome- 
thing like it, ran to his fword^ which he 
had pulled off, ajnd laid in the window, 
and was about to plunge it in her breafl: ; 
— • he eafily wrefted it from her, and put- 

ting 
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ting it by his fide, ' O thou ferpent ! — * 
« thou viper V cried he, — ' if thou wert 
« a man, thou fhouldft not need to be thy 

* own executioner/ — The tide of her 
paflion then turning another way,: fhe 
threw herfelf at his feet, — clyng round 
his legs, and in a voice rather icreaming 
than fpeaking uttered theie words : ' O 1 

* rardon me! — pity me ! — whatever I 

* have done my love of you occafioned it.* 

* — Curfe on fuch poifonous love,' re- 
joined he : — • ' hell, and its worft effefts, 

* are in the name, when mentioned by a 

* mouth like thine.' — Then finding it a 
little difficult to difentangle himfelf from 
the hold Ihe had taken of him, --r- ' Thou 

* fliame and fcandal to that fex, to which 

* alone thou oweft thy fafety,' cried he, 
furioufly, * quit me this inftant, left I 

* forget thou art a woman, — left I fpurn 

* thee from me, and ufe thee as the worft 

* of reptiles.* 

On hearing thele dreadful words, all 
her ftrength tbrfook her, — the finews of 
her hands relaxed, and loft their grafp, — 
(he fell a fecond time into a^ fainting fit, 
but of a nature as different from what the 
former had been, as were, the emotions 
that occafioned' it : — mr. Trueworth was 
now too much and too juftly irritated to 
be capable of relenting •, — he left her in 

M 6 this 
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this condition, and oiriy bid the peopfca: 
the bar, as he went out of the \^Q\\i<:y, j 
fend fomebody up to her affiftance. i 

The humour he was at prefent in, ren- i 
dering him altogether unfit for company, [ 
he went direftly to his lodgings, where 
examining the letter with more atterition 
than he could do before, he prefently ima- 
gined, he was not altogether unacquainted 
with the- hand writing i — he very, well 
knew it was not that of mift Flora, yet 
pofitive that he ' had fomewhere feen it 
before; that which he had received, con- i 
ceming mifs Betfy, and the child at Den- 
ham, came frelfa into his head-, — he 
found them, indeed, the fame on com- 
paring, and, as the reader may fuppofe, 
this difcovery added not a little to the re- 
fentment he was before enflamed wich, | 
againft the bafe invcntreis of thefe tjouble 
falihoods. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Contains divers things. 

lyf 1 S S Betfy was all this time enjoying 
the little fraud Ihe had been guilty 
of : — the idea bow mr Trueworth would 
be furprized at finding his pi(5hire had 
been taken away, and the ~ various con- 
jc6hires that would naturally^ rife in his 
mind, upon fo odd an accident, gave her 
more real pleafure than others feel on the 
accomplilhment of the moft material 
event. * 

She was, indeed, of a humour the mofli 
perfectly happy for herfelf that could be j; 
•— chearful, '— ^ay, — not apt to create 
imaginary ills, as too many do, and be- 
come wretched for misfortunes which have 
no exiftence, but in their own fretful dif- 
pofitions. — 'On any real caufe, either for 
grief or anger, that happened to her, no 
body,, it is ceirtain,. fdt them with a more- 

5)oignant fenfibility ; but then Ihe was af- 
efted with them but a fhort time. — 
The turbulent paflions could obtain no 
refidence in her mind, and on the firft 
approaches of their oppofite emotions en- 
tirely 
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tirely vanifhed, as if they had never bceriV . 
— The. arrows of affliftion, of what kind 
foever they were, but flightly glanced upon 
her heart, not pierced it, much lefe were 
able to make any lafting impreflion there* 

She now vifited as ufual, — faw a$ 
much company as ever, and hearing no 
mention made, wherever flie went, of 
her adventure witli the mock baronet, 
concluded, the whole thing was, and 
would remliin, an eternal fecret, and 
therefore eafily forgot it ; or, if it came 
into her head, remembered it only on ac- 
count of her deliverer. 

She w^ now on exceeding good terms 
with her mothers, who were full of Ipirits 
themfelves : — the elder mr. Thoughtlefs, 
who loved play but too well, had lately 
had fome lucky cafts, and mr. Francis 
had accompliflied his affairs, — his com- 
miffion was figned, and every thing con- 
tributed to render the whole family per- 
feftly eafy in themfelves, and obliging to 
each other. 

In the midft of this contentment of 
mind mr. Edward Goodman came to 
town from Deal : — the two mr. Thought- 
• leffes, on account of the many obliga- 
tions they had to his uncle, aad the goo4 

charaftef < 
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cTiafafter they had heard of himfelf, re- 
ceived him with abundance of refpeft and 
, ajffeftion. 

This young Indian had a great deal of 
the honeft fimplicity of his uncle, both in 
his countenance and behaviour, and want- 
ed not poUtenefs and good manners fufE- 
cient to render his converfation very agree- 
able. 

He was fent from Bengal at about four 
years of ^ge, and received the firft rudi- 
ments of his education at one of the beft 
fchools in England, where he continued 
till he had attained to his nineteenth, and 
then returned to his native couptry, ancj 
was now about twenty-four. 

Mr? Thoughtlefs had now got fo much 
the better of his miftrefs, as to prevail on 
her, to content herfelf with keeping in 
her own apartment, whenever he had any 
company, by whom it was inafyroper for 
her to be feen. ' 

He made a handfome entertainment 
for mr. Goodman, foon after his arrival^ 
to which the lawyer, who had the care of 
his aflfairs, with his wife, a well bred, 
difcreet woman, was alfo invited 5 — mifs. 

..Betfy,. 
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Betfy, at the requeft of her brother, pre*^ 
fidcd at the head of the tabk. 

Dinner was ordered to be ready about J ||j 
three, and the invitation accordingly made \ 
but the lawyer not coming, his wife, per- 
ceiving they waited for him, was a little 
erplexed ; but (he was foon cafed of it, 
y his coming in lefs than a quarter of ait 
hour, after the time he was expefted. 



I 



This gentleman was the very^ perfoHj 
who made mrs. Blanchfield*s will, and to 
apologize for his ftay, he related to them 
the caufe that had detained him, which 
was, that a demur being made ro the pay^ 
ment of fomc part of the money be»- 
queathed by that lady to mr. Trueworth, 
he had been obliged to go with him, in 
order to redtify the miftake which had 
occafioned it. — In giving this account 
he imagined not, that any perfon prefent 
had the leaft concern in it, or even were 
acqi}ainted with either of the parties he 
mentioned*. 

Mifs Betfy faid nothing, but had her 
own refleftions on what he had been fay- 
ing; — fhe, however, hid the latisfaftion 
of hearing her two brothers afk thofe 
queftions (he longed to put to him Her-- 
fclL — ^By the anfwers he made, (he doubt- 
ed 
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cd not, but the deceafed had been courted 
\f mr. Trueworth, -— had loved him, and 
was to hare been married to him, by her 
having made him fo confiderable a le- 
gacy. 

The reft of their converfation that whole 
day, was chiefly on matters concerning 
the late mr. Goodman, — the bafenefs of 
lady Mellafin, and the meafures that were 
taking to deteft the fraud ftie had been 
guilty of ; — all which was very dry and 
infipid to mifs Betfy at this time, as in- 
deed it would have been, had it turned on 
any other fubjeft. — She was not, there- 
fore, very forry when the company broke 
up, that Ihe might be at home, and at 
full liberty to indulge meditations, which 
promifed her more fatisfaftion than any 
thing (he could hear abroad. 

She had fet it down in her mind, from 
what the lawyer had faid, as a fure fa($t, 
that mr. Trucworth, fince his defifting 
his courtfhip to her, had loved another, 
and alfo, that her rival in his afFcftion 
was now no more. — « He need not,' faid 
fhe to herfelf, ' be at the trouble of fit- 
' ting a fecond time for his pifture, in 

* compliment to her ; nor can what I have 

* done be a fubjeft of difquiet ^to either 

' of them.* ^^ 

. She 
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her anfwers were not at all of a piece 
with that ready wit which fhe had alw.ly'^ 
teftified on other occafions. 

Mr. Thoughtlefs perceiving fhe was ra- 
ther ftudipus to evade giving c-ny determi- 
nate anfwer, than willing to give fuch a one 
as he defired fhe fhould, began to ex- 
poflulate with her on the capricioufnefs 
of her humour and* behaviour •, ^— he con- 
jured her to refled on her late adventure 
with the impoflor, fir Frederick Fineefi 
and how ill it became her to countenance 
the addreflfes of a wretch like him, and'at 
the fame time trifle with a man of fortune 
and reputation. 

She fufFered him to go on in this man- 
ner for a confiderable time, without giv- 
ing him the leafl- interruption, but by 
degrees recovering her fpirits, — * I fhall 

* take care, fir,* faid fhe, ' never to fall 

* into the like adventure again, neither 

* do I intend to trifle with mr. Munden j 

* but marriage is a thing of too ferious a 

* nature to hurry into, without firft hav- 
^ ing made trial of the conftancy of the; 

* man who would be ahufband, and alfo 

* of being well afTured of one's own 
< hew/ 

^ Mr. 
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Mr. Thoughtlefs then told her, with 
fome warmth, that he found fhe was re- 
lapfing into a humour, and way of think- 
ing, which could not in the end but bring 
ruin on herfelf, and difgrace to ail her fa- 
mily; and added, that for his part he 
fhould intermeddle no noiore in her affairs. 
■—The tender foul of mifs Betfy was 
deeply aftedted at thefe words -, — Ihe 
loved her brothers, and could not bear 
their difpleafures •, — the thought of hav- 
ing any difagreement with them was 
4r<eadful to her, yet the putting a con- 
straint oh her inclinations to oblige them 
Wi3t§. no lefs fo : — in this dilemma, whe- 
. tlier (he complied, or whether Ihe refufed, 
ftjc fi;>imd herfeif equally unhappy. 



jf 




,.,,.^.^^^1^- moment Ihc was opening her 
■f m^^h to yield a ready aflent to all that 
j^a^^Jequefted of her, on the fcore of mr. 
Muil4^n ; --- the next to confefs, that Ihe 
neijh^ir liked, nor loved that gentlenian, 
and knew not whether fhe Ihould ever be 
able to refolve on a marriage with him 5 
buiher fincerity forbade the one, and her 
fears of ofFencfing gave a check to the 
other, and both together kept her entirely 
iilent, 

♦ Ycu 
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^ You ought, methinks, however,* re- 
fumed mr. Thoughtlefs, ^ to have fpared 
' mr. Munden the trouble of laying open 
« his circumftances, and me that erf" ex- 
« amining into them/— ' I fhould un- 

* doubt.edly have done fo, fir,* anfwered 
fhe, ' if I had been entirely averfe to the 
' propofals of mr. Munden, therefore both 

* you and he are too hafly in judging,— 

* You know, brother, that fir Ralph, and 

* my dear kdy Trufly, will be in town 

* in a very few days, and I am willing ta 
^ have the approbation of as many of my 

* friends as pbflible, in a thing of fo 
^ much confequence to my future peace.* 

Mr. Thoughtlefs was now fomewhat 
better fatisfied than he had been, and 
after recommending to her a conftancyof 
mind ind rjsfolution, took his leave of hen 

This conv^rfation having a little difli- 
pated thofe gay imaginations flie was be- 
fore poflefled of, file began to confider fe- 
rioufly, what flie meant by all this, and 
what it availed her to give both her lover 
and brothers f6 much iiiatt^r of complaint 
againft her*, flie i^flefted, that flia had' 
now gone fo far with" that gentleman^ that 
neither honour to\^rds him, nor regard 
to her own reputation, would well fufFer 

her 
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her to go back ; — ' Since it is fo then/ 
Said Ihe to herfelf, ' to what end do I 
' take all this trouble to invent excufes 

* for delaying what muft one day necef- 
« farily be ?* . 

< Yet, wherefore muft it be/ continued 
(he ? 'I have made no promife, and if a 

* better offer fliould happen, I fee no rea- 

* fon that obliges me^to rejeft it : — for 

* example, — if mr. Trueworth, or fuch 
' a one as mr. Trueworth, if his equal is 

* to be found in nature, neither my bro- 

* thers, nor the world, I fancy, would 

* condemn me for quitting mr, Munden.' . 

* Why then,' cried ftie, * need I make 

* all this hade to put myfelf out of the 

* way of fortune ? — ^ 1 am young enough, 

* — have loft no part of what has attraft- 

* ed me fo many admirers -, and while 

' my heart and hand are free, have, at- 

* leaft, a chance of being more happy, 
.• than mr. Munden can make me.^ 

In fine, being fully perfwaded in her 
jnind, that the lady, who had fupplantei 
her in mr. Trueworth's. affedlion, was 
dead, ftie imagined, there was a proba- 
bility he might renew his addreffes to 
herfelf : -^ — Ihe wifhed, at leaft, to make 
the experiment, . and to that end refolved, 

to 
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to give no promife to mr. Munden v — 
yet would (he not allow herfelf to think 
me loved the other, but only that (ht 
would give him the preference, as he was 
a match of more advantage. 

Nothing is more certain, nor, I believe, 
more obvious to the reader, than that this 
young lady, almoft from the time of mr. 
Tmeworth's quitting her, had entertained 
a growing inclination for him, which the 
late fervice he had rendered her had very 
much increafed ; — but this her pride 
would not fufFer her to own, even to her- 
felf, as the comic poet truly fays, 

* For whatfoe'er the fages charge on 

' pride, 

* The angels fall, and twenty faults be- 

' fide, 

* On earth 'tis fure» ~ mong us of mor- 

* tal calling, 

* Pride faves man oft, and woman too, 

* from falling. 
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CHAP. xxr. 

Prefents the reader wiibfome prognojlics 
on events in futuro. 

Tp H E reader will eafily fuppofe, that 
.in the prefent difpofition of mifs 
Betfy's heart, mr. Munden met with but 
an indifferent reception from her j •■ — flie 
avoided his company as much as poflible^ 
and when obliged to receive a vifit from 
him, could not bring herfelf to treat Kim 
with any thing more than a cold civiHty. 
•— He complained of her cruelty, — told 
her, he had expedled better things from 
her, after her brothers had approved hi* 
iiame -, — he preffed her, in the moil pa- 
thetic terms he was mafter of, to let him 
know when the happy day would arrive, i 
which Ihould put an end to the long ferie* ' 
of his hopes and fears. 

It is certain, that if this gentleman had 
loved with that w^^rmth and fincerity 
which fome men have done, he muft 
have been very ynhappy during his court- 
Ihip to mils Betfy ^ — but he was alto- 
gether infenfible of the delicacies of the 
paffion he profefled, — he felt not the 
' Vol. III. N pains> 
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pains he aflfefted to languifli under, — he 
could fupport the frowns, or even th£ 
flights of his niiftrefs, without any other 
anxiety than what his' pride inflifted. 

It was, therefore, rather owing to this 
laft propenfity in his nature, than any 
emotions of a real tendernefs for mifs 
Betfy, which had made him perfevere in 
his addreflcs to Iter. — All his acquain- 
tance knew he had courted her a long 
time-, — fome of them had been witnefs 
of her treatment of him, and he was un- 
willing it fhould be faid of him, that he 
had made an offer of his heart in vain. 

He had, at firft, indeed, a liking of 
her perfon j — he had confidered her 
beauty, wit, and the many accomplifti- 
ments fhe was poffefled of, were fuch as 
would render his choice applauded by the 
world. — The hopes of gaining her in a 
fliort time, by the encouragement fhe had 
given his addrefles, had made him pur- 
fue her with vigour ; but the delays, — 
the fcruples, the capricioufnefs of her hu- 
mour, — the pretences fhe of late had 
made to avoid giving, him a definitive 
anfwer, had, at lengthy palled ali the in- 
clination he once had^or her, and e^^ 
defire wag deadened in him, on fo mafij 
difappointments, : . % 
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It is, therefore, a very ill-judged thing 
in the ladies, to keep too long in play the 
man they ever defign to marry ; and with 
all due deference to that great wit and 
poet, fir John Suckling, there are very 
few examples, which verify his maxim, 
that 

* *Tis expedation makes the blefling 

' dear/ 

According to my opinion, which is 
founded on obfervation, another author, 
who wrote much about the fame time 
with fir John^ has given us a more true 
idea of what a tedious courtfhip may pro- 
duce, efpecially on the fide of the man : 
— in a matrimonial dialogue, he make« 
the hufband excufe the coldnefs complain- 
ed of by his wife, in thefe terms ; 

< Unequal lengths, alas ! oiir paffiona 
' run, 

* My love was quite worn oi}t, e'er 

* your*s begun/ 

This being the cafe with mn Munden, 
it rendered mifs Betfy little lefs indifferent 
to him, in r^ty, than he had ever been 
to her : — to^l|ich another motive, per- 
haps, inight In^i^De added, viz. that of 
his indulging hntefelf with amufementa 
with other fair ones, of a more kind com- 
tilexion •, for coptinency, as will hereafter 

N 2 appear> 
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appear, was not among the number of 
that gentleman's virtues^ 

But enough of mr. Munden for the 
prefent. — It is now highly proper to give 
the reader fome account what mr. True- 
worth was doing, while mifs Betfy was 
entertaining fentiments for him, which he 
had long fmce ceafed the ambition of in- 
ipiring her with. 

Difficult was it for him to get over the 
iningled aftonilhment and vexation, which 
the detection of the wickednefs of mifs 
Flora had involved him in. -— The re- 
membrance of thofe guilty moments, in 
which he had indulged a tender intercourfe 
with a woman of her abandoned prin- 
ciples, filled him with the moft bitter re- 
morfe, and rendered him almoft hateful 
to himfelf. 

To recolleft, that he had been the in- 
ftrument of her bafe defigns on Ynifs Betfy, 
and how cruelly he had wronged that 
lady, by a too ralh belief, was, of itfelf, 
Sufficient to inflame his rage j but when 
he refkfted on this laft aft of bafenefs, 
which, if not providentia% difcovered, 
might have made his dear Harriot enter- 
tain fufpicions of him, i^\ to her peace, 
if not totally deftnifti^Cof their mutual 
l>^ppinefs, the Ihock of fuch a misfortune^ 

thoii^ 
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though happily fruftrated, was more than 
he could bear with any tolerable degree 
of patience. • 

Rage, difdain, and revenge, for the 
vile contriver of fo black an attempt, 
were the firft emotions that took poffef- 
fion of his mind ; but the violence of thole 
paffions evaporating by degrees, he begaa 
to think more coolly, and to reafon with 
himfelf, on the fource, from which that 
depravity of morals and manners, womea 
are fametimes guilty of, proceeded. 

* Chaftity,* faid he, * is but one branch 

* of virtue, but a material one, and fervc* 

* as a guard to all the others, and, if that 

* is once overcome, endangers the giving 

* entrance to a thoufand vices. .— A wo- 

* man, entirely free from thofe inbrdin^« 

* defires, which are indeed but the dif- 

* grace of love, can fcarce be capable of 

* envy, malice, or revenge to any cxcefs.* 

* That fex,' cried he again, * are cn» 
« dued by nature with many perfe6lions> 

* which cur's cannot boaft of, --- it is 

* their own faults when they fink beneath 

* us in value •, -— but the belt things^ 

* when once corrupted, become the worft. 

* — How dear, therefore, ought a wo- 

* man to prize her innocence!* — as 
Shakefpear fays, . 

N 3 . « —They 
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< ■>> They all are white, — a (hett 

* Of fpotlefs paper, when they firft are 

' bom ; 
« But they are to be fcrawrd upon, and 
* blotted 

* By every goofe-quill. ■ ■' ' ■ 

He was in the midft of tliefe contem- 
plations, when a letter from mifs Flora 
was brought to him ; — • fhe ftill flattered 
herfelf with being able to work on his 
good-nature by fubmiflions, and a feeming 
contrition for what fhe had done, and had 
accordingly wrote in the moft moving 
terms fhe was miftrefs of; — but he 
knowing, by the hand-writing on the fu- 
perfcription, from whom it came, would 
not even open it, and his indignation re- 
kindling afrelh, he took a piece of paper, 
in which he wrote only this line, 

* I read no letters from incendiaries!^ 

This ferved as a cover to the letter, 
•which he fent back direftly by the mef- 
fenger that brought it. 

If the mind of mr. Trueworth had 
been lefs taken up than it was at pre- 
fent, this ugly accident would, doubtlefs, 
have dwelt much longer 'upon it; — but 
affairs of a more important, and more 
pleafing nature, denlaiided his whole at- 
tention. • The 
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The day prefixed for the celebration of 
his marriage with mifs Harriot, and alfo 
of that of fir Bazil and mifs Mabel, had 
been delayed on account of mrs. Blanch- , 
field'* death. — None of thefe generous 
perfons could think of indulging the joys 
they fo much languifhed for, 'till all due 
rites were paid to tlie memory of that 
amiable lady. 

Mr. Trueworth and mifs Harriot went 
into deep mourning •, — fir Bazil and mrs. 
Wellair alfo put on black ; — mifs Mabel 
did the fame in compliment to them ; for 
Ihe had not the leaft acqu^ntance with the , 
deceafed. 

Nor was this all : — mr. Trucworct,,to 
teftify his gratitude and refpedt, ordered 
a very curious monument of white mart Ic 
to be erefted over her remains, the mo- 
del of which he drew himfelf, after one 
he had feen in Italy, and was much qd^ 
mired by all judges of architecture and 
fculpture. 

If, by a fecret and unfathomable in« 
tuition, the fouls oF die departed are per^ 
mitted any knowledge of what is done 
below, that of mrs. Blanchfield's muft feel 
an extreme fatisfaftion, in fuch proofs of 
the efteem of him fhe had fo tenderly and 

N 4 if^ 
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fo fatally loved, as well as thofe of htr 
fair friend and rival. 

That generous young lady would fain 
have prolonged their mourning for a whole 
month, and confcquently have put off her* 
marriage till that time J but this, ifmr. 
Ti*uev/orth would have been prevailed 
upon to have fubmitted to, fir JBazil and 
mrs. Wellair would not agree to 5 •— he 
thought he had already facrificed enough 
of the time of his promised happinefs, 
and mrs. Wellair was impatient to go 
home, though equally loth to leave her 
-fifter, *^ill Ihe had dilpofed of herfelf. 

They were arguing on this topick one 
evening : - — mr. Trueworth oppofed mifs 
Harriot, as much as he durft do without 
danger of offending her ; but fir Bazil 
plainly told her, that if (he continued ob- 
Ilinate, mifs Mabel and he would finifli 
their affair without her. — Mrs. Wellair 
urged the neceffity there was for her re- 
turn, and mr. Trueworth, encouraged by 
"^hat thefe two had faid, added, that he 
was certain mrs. Blanchfield did not mean, 
by what Ihe had done, to obftruft his 
happinefs a moment : — to which mifs 
Harriot, with a moft obliging fmile, re- 
plied, * Well,' cried ihe, * obedience will 
^ very fliortly be my duty, and I will 

give 
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' give' you a fample of it before-hand : 
< _ here is my hand/ continued Ihe, 
giving it to him, * make it your own as 
^ foon as you pleafe.* 

It is not to be doubted but mr. True- 
worth kifled the hand flie gave him, with 
the utmoft warmth and tendernefs ; but 
before he could make any reply to lb 
kind a declaration, fir Bazil cried out,-— 
' Well faid, Harriot, — love has already 

* wrought wonders in your heart ; — you 
' will grant to a lover what you refufe to 
« us.'—' Not to a lover, fir,' anfwered flle i 

* but to a perfon who is about to be my 

* hufbatnd. — ^ I think it is as ill-judged 3 
^ refer ve in a woman to difowil her affiec* 

* tion for the man llie has confented t<> 

* marry, as it would be imprudence to 
?; contefs it befoce ihef has confehted.* 

After fome farther converlation on tlxis 
head, in the courfe of 'which mr, True-^ 
worth had tlie opjpprtupity of being more 
confirmed than ever,, that the difpofitioa 
of his miftrefs was, in every refpeft, fuch 
as he wiflied to find it j — all that was 
yet wanting for the completion of th« 
nuptials was fettled^ 

The fecond day ifter tWs was fixed for 
the celebration of the ceremony, after 
which it was deter rtiihed, that the two 

N 5 brida- 
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bridegrooms with their brides, —-the. fa* 
ther of mifs Mabel, mrs. Wellair, and two 
other friends, ihould al^ fet out together 
for fir Bazil's feat in StafFordfliire, and 
that mrs. Wellair fliould write to her hus- 
band to meet them there, that the whole 
family might be together on fo joyful an 
occafion. 



C H A P. XXII. 

tVill prme^ by a remarkable injlance of 
a bigh-raifed* hope fuddenly difap^ 
pointed^ the extreme weaknefs of buiJdr 
ing our esfpeSiatiom upon mere con^ 
jeSlure. > 

'p H O U G H it is not to be imagined, 
that the preparations for marriages, 
' fuch as thofe of fir BaZil Loveit, and mr, 
Trueworth, could be an entire fecret to 
the town, efpecially as neither of the par- 
ties had any motive to induce them to 
define it ftiould be fo ; yet mifs Betfy ne- 
ver heard the leaft fyllable of any fiich 
thing being in agitation. — Thofe of her 
acquaintance, whom Ihe at prefent chiefly 
convcrfed with, were eithq: ignorant of it 
themfelves, or had never happened to 
mention it iq her pre(encc j fo that know- 
ing 
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ing nothing of mr. Trueworth*s affairs of 
l^e, more than what the lawyer had ca- 
fually related at her brother's^ it is not 
to be wondered at, that Ihe imagined him 
wholly difengaged, fince the death of that 
iady, who had fo kindly remembered him 
in her wilL 

Neither ought it (her vanity confidered) 
to appear ftrange, that fhe was apt to 
flatter herfelf with a belief of the return * 
of his afFedlion to herfelf, when the me- 
mory of the late objed of it Ihould be 

utterly erafed. 

♦ 

When there is the leaft probability^ 
that what we ardently wilh may come to 
pafs, the minuteft circumftance, in favour 
of our hopes, ferves to affure us, that it 
certainly will do fo. 

Mifs Betfy was gdu^ to make a vifit at 
Whitehall 5 but in croffing the park hap*, 
pened to meet the two mifs Airilhes, who 
alked her to take a turn with them : — 
to which fhe replied, that flie would glad- 
ly accompany them, but had fcnt word 
to a lady that fhe was coming to pafs the 
whole evening with her. — • Nay,' faid 
the elde;* mifs Airifh, ^ we have ^ an '"^- 

* gagen^ent too at our own apartnaent^ 

* and caa flay only to walk once up the 
^ MalU and down again,* ~- Mifs Betfy 

N € replied-j 
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replied, that would.be no great lot: of 
time, and fo went with them. — 'Tky 
had not proceeded many yards in thdr: 
promenade, before mifs Betfy faw mr. 
Truewoxth) . with fir Bazil, coming di- 
xt&ly towards them.— The gentlemen 
bowed to her as they approached more 
near. — A fudden thought that moment 
ftarting into mifs Betfy's head, fhe drop- 
ped her fan, as if by accident, as they 
were paffing each other, juft at mr. True- 
worth's feet ; — he Hooped haftily to take 
it up, and prefented it to her : — < I am 

* forry, fir,' faid (he, * to give you this 

* trouble.' — ' Whatever fervices, madam, 

* are in my power to render you,' replied 
he, * will be always a pleafure to myfelf.* 

— No more was faid ; — the gentlemen 
and the ladies purfued their dififerent routs, 

— This little adventuire, however, had a 
prodigious effeft on mifs Betfy ; — fhe 
thought fhe faw fomething fo gay and 
fparkling in the eyes of mr. Trueworth, 
as denoted his mourning habit belied his 
heart, and that he was not much afFeded 
with the death of her, for whom decency 
and gratitude had obliged him to put it on* 

After the gentlemen w^re out of hear- 
ing, the two mifs Airifhcs began to give 
their judgments upon them : — the ond 
x:ried, they were both very pretty fellows ; 

but 
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but the other accufed them of want of 
politenefs, — ' As they faw we had no 
man with us,' faid fhe, ' they might, me- 

* thinks, have offered their fervice to gal- 
lant us, efpecially as one of them fcems 

* to be acquainted with mifs Betfy.' — i 
But that young lady little regarded what 
was faid on this occafion, being too much 
taken up with her own cogitations ; — 
fhe repeated internally the words of mr. 
Truewb'rth, and as Ihe was perfuaded he 
was now at liberty to offer her all man- 
ner of fervices, fhe interpreted, that by 

* whatever fervices were in his power,* 
he meant to renew his fervices to her as 
a lover, — This imagination elated her to 
a very high degree, but hindered her from 
holding any converfatton with the tvjrf* 
ladies fhe was with, as it was improper 
for her to fay any thing on the fubjeft, 
which fo much engrofled her thoughts. 
They all walked together up to Buckinge 
ham houfe, then turned back, and th- 
two mifs Airifhes took leave of her at St. 
James's ; •— they went into the palace, 
and fhe was proceeding towards Spring- 
garden, when fhe at a diflance perceived 
fir Bazil Loveit, mr. Trueworth, mifs Ma- 
bd, and two ladies, whofe faces flie was 
entirely unacquainted with. 

The reader will not be at a lofe to 

guefst 
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guefs, that thefc two were no other than 
mrs. Wellair and mifs Harriot : — they 
had been that afternoon to take leave of « 
fome friends, on their going out of town^ 
and had appointed to meet the gentlemen 
In the Mall J — in their way thither, they 
had called upon mifs Mabel, and brought 
her with them. — This little troop being 
all in the fame fable livery, feemed fo 
much of a family, as threw mifs Betfy 
into fome fort of furprize ; — fhe knew 
not that mifs Mabel had the leaft acquain- 
tance with fir Bazil, nor even any more 
with mr. Trueworth, than having fcen 
bim a few times in her company. — As 
they drew nearer, fhe made a motion to 
mifs Mabel, as if fhj was defirous of 
fppaking to her, — upon which that lady 
advanced towards her, with thcfe woids : 
< I am forry, madam,' faid fhe, * as you 

* are alone, that it is improper for me to 

* afk you to join us.' — * I am very glad, 

* madam, you de not,* replied mifs Betfy, 
very much picqued, * becaufe I fhould be 

* obliged to refufe you.' — ^ She no fooner 
uttered thefe words than fhe pafTed haftily 
on, and mifs Mabel returned to her com* 
pany, who waited for her at fome pace$ 
4iftahce. 

It mufl be acknowledged, that mifs 
Betly had caufe to be alarmed at a 

Ipeech 
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fpeech of this nature, from a lady of mi& 
Mabel's politenefs and good humour ; — 
fhe thought there muft be fome very 
powerful reafons, which had obliged her 
to make it ; and what thofe reafoDS could 
be, feemed at prefent an impenetrable fe- 
cret. — She was too much difconcerted to 
be able to pafs the whole evening, aS fhe 
had promifed the lady fhe went to fhe 
wouJd do ; — fhe, therefore, pretended a 
fudden indifpofition, took her leave, and 
went home, in order to be at full liberty 
to ruminate on what had pafled in the park. 

She had not been many minutes in her 
own apartment, before fh^ was interrupt- 
ed in her Meditations, by the coming of 
her two brothers. —-^Several buflos, pic- 
tures, pieces of old china, and other cu- 
riofities, belonging to a nobleman, lately 
deceafed, being to be expofed tofale, the 
elder mr. Thoughtlefs had an inclination 
. to become a purchafer of fuch of them as 
he fhould find agreeable to his fancy, but 
was willing to have his filter's judgment 
in the matter ; and it was to engage her 
to go with him the next morning about 
twelve o'clock, when' the goods were to 
be exhibited to public view, that had oc- 
cafioned him and mr. Francis to make her 
this vifit. — It is not to be doubted, but 
that fhe was willing to oblige him in this 

point; 
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point i — (he affurcd him, fhe would be 
ready againft he came to call on her. 

When fhe was alone, fhe began to run 
over in her mind, all the particulars of 
what had paffed that evening in the park, 
and found fomething very extraordinary 
on the whole. — It had feemed extremely 
odd to her, that mr.'Trueworth and fir 
Bazil did not join her, and the two mifs 
Airiflies \ but then Ihe thought fhe could 
eaiily account for their not doing fo, and 
that mr. Trucworth did not chufe to 
enter into any converfation with her, be- 
caufe fir Bazil had happened to fee her at 
mifs Forward's, and might poffibly have 
entertained no favourable idea of her on 
that fcore : — fhe, therefore, with a great 
deal of readinefs excufed mr. Trueworth 
for this omiffion, efpecially as fhe was 
poflefTed of the fancy, that the compli- 
ment with which he returned her fan, and 
jhe look he afTumed during that aftion, 
feemed to tell her, he wifhed for an op- 
portunity of adding fomething more tender. 
—-But when ihe came to confider on the 
fecond meeting, fhe was indeed very much 
at a lofs 'to fathom the meaning of what 
fhe had feen ; — fhe knew a thoufand ac- 
cidents might have occafioned an acquain- 
tance between mifs Mabel and fir. Bazil, 
ani alfo, that the little fhe had with mr. 

Trueworth 
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Trueworth might have been cafually im- 
proved •, but could find not the leaft fha- 
dow of rcafon, why that lady Ihould tell 
her, it was improper for to alk her to 
join company with them. — Though ihe 
had of late feen that lady lefs frequently 
than ufual, yet, whenever they did meet, 
it was with the greateft civility and ap- 
pearance of friendlhip : — flie had, in 
reality, a fincere regard for her, and ima- 
gined the other looked upon her with the 
fame, and therefore could not but believe, 
the fhynefs flie put on in the park, w^hen 
(peaking to her, muft have fome very 
powerful motive to occafion it. — Suf* 
pence was, of all things, what mifs Betfy 
could leaft bear 5 — fhe Yefolved to be 
convinced, though at the expence of that 
pride fhe would not have forfeited on any 
other account. — * In fpite of the ill- 

* manners fhe has trdated me with,' faid 
fhe, ' I will go once more to her,' — fa- 

* tisfy my curiofity, as to the manner of 
^ her behaviour, and then never fee her 

* more.* 

To be more fure of finding her at home, 
ihe thought it beft to make the vifit fhe 
intended in the morning : — accordingly 
fhe fent to her brother, that being obliged 
to go to a l^dy, who had defired to fee 
her, fhe could not wait for his coming to 

Ika 
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call on her, but would not fail to rf.eet 
him at the place of fale, about the how 
he had mentioned. — This promife ib^ 
thought it would be eafy for her to per- 
form, as fhe defigned to flay no longer 
with mifs Mabel, than would be fufficient 
to get fome light into a thing, which at 
prefent gave her fo. much perplexity. 

She went about eleven oVIock, but was 
ftrangely furprifed, on her coming to the 
houfe, to find all the windows fhut up, 
and after the chairmen had knocked le* 
veral times, the door opened by Nanny, 
the littljS prating wench, who had lived 
: at imn Goodman's. — * Nanny V cried 
mifs Betfy, ' blefs mie, do you live here ?• 
*— * Yes, madam,* anfwered fhe, * I have 

* lived here ever fince my matter Good^ 

* man died.' -— * I am glad of it,* re- 
turned mifs Betfy j, — * but pray is youf 

* lady at home ?* — * O, dear madam,* 
faid the girl, * my lady ! — why, madam, 

* don't you k*now what's done to day ?* — 

* Not I,' replied Ihe : — ' prithee what 

* doft mean ? — ^What's done?' -— « Lord, 

* madam,' faid Nanny, ' I wonder you 
^ fhould not know it ; — my lady is 

* married to day.* — ' Married !* cried 
mifs Betfy haftily ; — ' to whom ?' — 

* To one fir BazilLoyeit, madam,'replied 
the other j — * and mr. Truewor^h is mar- 

* ried 
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ried too, to one mifs Harriot, fir Bazil's 
fifter -, — my old mafter gave both the 
brides away. — I believe the ceremony 
is over by this time 5 — but as foon as 
it is they all bowl away for fir Bazil's 
feat in StafFordfhire : — they fay there 
will be open houfe kept there, and the 
lord knows what doings. — All the 
fervants are gone, — none but poor me 
left to look after the houfe.* — ' Mr. 
Trueworth married !' cried mifs Betfy, 
in the greateft confufion, ' I thought his 
miftrefs had been dead.' — ' No, no, 
madam,*> faid Nanny •, — « you mean 
mrs. Blanchfield, — I know all that 
ftory, — I was told it by one that comes 
often here : — mr. Trueworth, I afTure 
you, never courted her ; — (he was only 
in love with him, and on hearing hi^s 
engagement with mifs Harriot, took it 
to heart, poor foul, and died in a few 
days, and has left him half her fortune, 
and a world of fine things to mifsHarriot.* 

She was going on with this tittle-tattle^ 
but mifs Betfy was fcarce in a condition 
to diftinguifti what fhe faid ; • — ftie leaned 
her head back againft the chair, and was 
almoft fainting away, w- The maid per- 
ceiving the change in • her countenance, 
cried out, * Lord, madam, you are not 
♦ well, — -Ihall I get yoy any thing?-— 

' but 
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* but now I think on it there is a bwDttIi? 

* of drops my lady left behind her in the 
« drefling-room, I'll run and fetch them.* 
*— • She was going to do as fhe faid, but 
mifs Betfy recovering of herfelf, called to 
her to flay, faying, Ihe had no occafion 
for any thing. — * Lord, madam,' faid 
Ihe, ' I did not think the marriage of mr. 

Trueworth would have been fuch a 
trouble to you, or I would not have 
told you any thing of it. — I am fure 
you might have had him if you would, 
I remember well enough how he fought 
for you with mr. Staple, and how he 
followed you up and down, where ever 
you went.— For that matter, mifs Har^ 
riot has but your leavings.' — * I give 
myfelf no trouble who has him,' replied 
mifs Betfy, difdainfully, — * it is not him 
I ani thinking of ; — I was only a little 
furprized, that mifs Mabel Ihould make 
fuch al fecret of her affairs to me.' — ?- 
You know, madam,' faid Nanny, 'that 
my lady is a very clofe woman ; — - but 
I wonder, indeed, fhe fhould tell you 
nothing of it, for I have heard her fpeak 
the kindeft things of you.' — * Well, — 
it is no matter,' replied mifs Betfy : — 
farewell, Nanny, — Then bid the chair- 
men go on. — The confufion fhe was in, 
hindered her from dire<5ling the chairmen 
where to go •, — fo they were carrying her 

home 
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home again, 'tilLfhe faw herfelf at the 
end of the ftreet where flie lived ; but 
tlfien recoUefting all at once where Ihe 
had appointed to meet her brothers, flie 
ordered them to go to GfDlden Square. 

'It feemed as if fate interefted itfelf in a 
{^uliar. manner, for the mortification of 
this young lady j — every thing contri- 
buted to give her the moft poignant fhock 
her foul could poflibly fuftain : — it was 
not enough that Ihe had heard the cruel 
tidings of what Ihe looked upon as the 
greatcft of misfortunes, her eyes muft alfo 
be witnefs of the ftabbing confirmation : 
— the place of fale was within two houfes 
of fir Bazil's ; but as fhe had never heard 
where that gentleman lived, could have 
no apprehenfions of the fpeftacle fhe was 
to be prefented with. — On hejT chair 
turning into the fquare, fhe faw that fide 
of it, to which fhe had direfted the* men 
to carry her, crowded with coaches, 
horfes, and a great concourfe of people, 
fome waiting for the bridal bounty, but 
more as idle fpeftators. — ^ At firfl, fhe 
imagined it was on the account of the 
fale, but the . fame inftant almoft fhewed 
her her miflake. 

« 

Several footmen with wedding favours 
ijjL their hats, two of whom fhe. knew by 

their 
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thpir faces, as well as by their Hvfrlcs, 
belonged to mr. Trueworth, were jiift 
mounting their horfes : — the crowd was 
fo thfck about the door, that it was \sith 
fome difficulty the chair pafled on, and 
Ihe had an oppbrtunity of feeing muph 
more than fhe defired. — There were three 
coaches and fix : — in the firft, went fir 
Bazil and the new-made lady Loveit, the 
father of mifs Mabel, and a young lady 
whom mifs Betfy had fometimes feen in 
her xompany \ — in the fecond, were 
feated mr. Trueworth, his bride, mrs. 
Wellair, and a grave old gentleman ; — 
the third was filled by four maid fervants, 
and the two valet de chambres of the 
two* bridegrooms, with a great deal of 
luggage before and behind. - — The ladies 
and gentlemen were all in extreme rich 
riding habits, and the footmen, eleven in 
rtumber, being all in new. liveries, and 
fpruce fellows, the whole cavalcade alto- 
gether made a very genteel appearance. 

Mifs Betfy, in fpite of the commotions 
in her breaft, could not forbear ftanding 
a little in the hall, after fhe had got out 
of her chair, till the whole had pafled, — 
*• * Well,' faid fhe, to herfelf, with a deep 
figh, * all is over, and I mufl think no 

* no more of Trueworth; — but where- 

* fore am I thus alarmed ? — > He ha§ 
' * long 
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* lovig fince been loft to me, nor did I 

* >K)ve him/ 

She affumed all the courage her pride 
:ould fupply her with, and had tolerably , 
:ompofed herfelf before fhe went up into 
;he fale room ; — yet not fo much but a 
Dalenefs, mixed with a certain confufion, 
ippeare4 in her countenance. Mr, Mun- 
den, who happened to be there, as well 
as her brothers, took notice of it, and 
* aflced, if fhe was not well ? To which (he 
replied, with an uncommon prefence of 
mind, that Ihe was in per fed health, but 
had been frightened as fhe came along, 
by a great black ox, who, by the carelefs- 
nefs of the drivers, had like to have run 
his horns quite into the chair. — Mr. 
Munden, who never wanted politenefs, 
and knew how to put on the inoft tender 
air whenever he pleafed, exprefTed an in-, 
finity of concern for the accident fhe men- 
tioned ; and ' this behaviour in him fhe 
either relifhed very well, or feemed to do 
fo. 

What credit her brothers gave to the 
ftory of the ox is uncertain : — they, as 
well as all the compiany in the room, had 
been drawn- to the windows, by the noife 
of the^ cavalcade, which had fet out from 
fir BaziFs. ^ — Every one was talking of it 

wlacn 
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when mifs Betfy entered, and 'tis very* 
probable the two mr. Thoughtlefles migiit 
imagine it had an efFedl upon her, in j] :cc 
of the indifference Ihe had always pre- 
tended ; — they were, however, too pru- 
dent to take any notice, efpecially as mr. 
Munden was prefent. 

Whatever were the troubles of this 
young lady, her fpirit enabled her to con- 
ceal them, and fhe gave her opinion of 
the goods, to be difpofed on, with as 
much exaditude, as if heV mind had been 
taken up with no other thing. 

' Mr. Thoughtlefs made a purchafe of 
the twelve Caefars in bronze, and two fruit 
pieces of Varelft's, and mr. Munden, on 
mifs Betfy's expreffittg her liking of two 
very lai^e curious jars, bought them, and 
prcfented them to Jier. 

Nothing material pafled here ; but the 
fale being over for that day, every one re- 
turned to their refpeftive habitations, or 
wherever bufinefs, or inclination calkd 
them. 



End of the Third Volvmk, 
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